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Greetings First Church Family and Friends 

I pray you and yours are safe from harm and comfortable in this quarantine 

environment we are living in. Well it should be no surprise that my head has 

been spinning during the last few weeks. First there was the need to celebrate 

Holy Week and Easter by way of the media and hope for a good response 

from you. Now I must look forward and continue to improve our media pres-

ence and find new connections until things return to normal. 

 

One thing I am sure of is that it will be a new normal. In Matthew 9:17 Jesus 

said “Neither do people pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the 

skins will burst the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, 

they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved.” 

 

The Corona Virus has forced us to create new wine in our ways of communi-

cating and worshipping as true disciples. This wine requires new wineskins as 

well. Many of these new ways must now become permanent and continue to 

improve. We have moved beyond 2 hours on Sunday morning and do it again 

next week. We must expand our weekly connection with each other in as 

many ways as possible. We are learning the efficiency of Zoom meetings and 

timely decision making. Even when we return to face to face fellowship it will 



be with safe guards in place until we have defeated this pandemic with a vac-

cine. Normal will not be the normal we know but the normal we need to 

grow.  

 

I urge you to put on your thinking caps and ponder anew what the Almighty 

can do with new wineskins full and disciples willing to carry them. Please 

share with me any ideas you have for new avenues of worship and evange-

lism or ways to improve what we have started. Even in the midst of this pan-

demic God has provided fields ripe for the harvest of souls. Jesus is the an-

swer to calm the fear and anxiety that we are experiencing. 

 

Until I have the opportunity to see each of you face to face, know that I am 

praying for you and your families. I remain available by phone, e-mail or text 

and even my face book page for any concerns I may help with. 

 

Grace and peace, 

 

Pastor Paul 

Phone or Text: 304-695-0013 


