
Dear First Church Family, 

 

After the February 2019 Special Session of General Conference, I 
along with many other pastors and leaders questioned “can we go on 
like this?” Through the legislative process of our church, we came 
away with winners and losers regarding deeply held faith commitments 
as they relate to ministry with and by LGBTQ persons.  
 

Not only have LGBTQ persons been harmed and we have disparaged 
one another as sisters and brothers in Christ, but the witness of The 
United Methodist Church has been negatively impacted and the general 
public once again has reason to doubt organized religion.  
 

The Council of Bishops Office announced on January 3 that a group of 
UM traditionalists, centrists, progressives, and bishops had signed a 
proposed agreement on the separation of the United Methodist Church 
(UMC). The agreement, the Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace 
through Separation, was supported by representatives associated with 
diverse groups within the UMC through a mediation process. They la-
bored with a renowned, but pro bono mediator to bring us to a point of 
being able to bless each other going forward.  
 

Those who cannot live in a church that welcomes all are free to pursue 
another route. The rest of us will find the way to be able to continue to 
live out the Methodist tradition that practices both personal and social 
holiness in our present age in our local context.  
 

Under the Protocol, all administrative or judicial processes addressing 
restrictions in the Book of Discipline related to self-avowed practicing 
homosexuals or same-sex weddings would be held in abeyance until 
the separation is completed.  

Rambling Thoughts of a Pastor by Pastor Paul 
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A letter from Bishop Sandra  
to the people of the West Virginia Conference 

 

Posted January 4, 2020 

By Sandra Steiner Ball 
 

Dear Friends of the West Virginia Conference, 
 

Yesterday, Friday, January 3, news and social media were filled with stories about the split-
ting of The United Methodist Church. Has the church split? No. 
 

On Friday, an independent mediation team – comprised of eight bishops and eight represent-
atives from advocacy groups – announced a proposal for the separation of The United Meth-
odist Church that it intends to introduce to the 2020 General Conference. I received and read 
this proposal with the rest of the world yesterday morning.  
 

While there were some bishops involved in this mediation process, this proposal does not 
come from the Council of Bishops but is the property of the independent mediation team. 
The proposal entitled, Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation, is one of 
several proposals that have been prepared for consideration by the General Conference.  
 

It is important to remember that the General Conference is the only body that can speak for 
the denomination and make changes to The Book of Discipline. At this point, no decisions 
have been made and none will be made until the General Conference meets May 5-15 in 
Minneapolis. The Protocol itself says it was developed in service to the General Conference 
delegates who will decide on its adoption or amendment.  
 

Other plans and legislation have already been submitted and will be considered. Significant 
questions remain to be answered about what is contained in this and other plans. The Judi-
cial Council will need to rule on constitutionality. The feasibility of its financial provisions 
must also be evaluated. 
 

On a personal note, I must admit my spirit and heart are grieved by the current conversations 
around splitting or separating. There is no doubt that we shine Christ’s light brighter, strong-
er, and more powerfully when we work together. It grieves my heart to think that we would 
give up on finding a way to move together – and yet I realize that we have forgotten or may-
be never learned how to speak and work with one another in the midst of disagreement with-
out attacking or putting down the neighbor who is different from ourselves – and that has 
resulted in great harm and damage to many of God’s children.  



Continued from page 2—A letter from Bishop Sandra 

 

I grieve the harm that has been experienced. And so, I grieve, but I do so not without 
hope. God is greater than all this. Christ’s light will continue to shine. God’s spirit will 
continue to move in transforming ways and I pray that The United Methodist Church will 
allow itself to be transformed. 
 

So what now? Please join me in praying for our West Virginia Delegates and all delegates 
to the General Conference. These delegates have been elected to make decisions about the 
future mission and ministry of The United Methodist Church.  
 

Pray for the movement of God’s Spirit among them that they may hear God’s voice and 
discern God’s preferred future for The United Methodist Church. Additionally, let’s keep 
focused on walking with Jesus – praying and seeking for God’s Will in each of our lives – 
individually and as a church; and let us not forget the mission to which Christ has called 
us – it is a life-saving mission of making disciples, shining Christ’s light, being messen-
gers of Grace, and bringing God’s hope, healing and life to a very conflicted world.  
 

Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball 
 

 

This agreement will not solve everything; we still need to address the vitality of our 
church as we aim toward a 21st-century church and bringing people to Christ.  
 

In spite of headlines, the UMC has NOT split or separated or even decided to do so today. 
The Protocol is the initial work and legislation to implement it will undoubtedly be 
amended at General Conference 2020. This proposed Protocol would not require any 
church or annual conference to take any votes unless they want to leave the UMC.  
 

This is the beginning of a long process and a long way to go on our journey through Gen-
eral Conference 2020 toward a new way of being and relating to one another in Christ.  
 

Pastor Paul 

Continued from page 1—Pastor Paul’s Thoughts 
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State men update website 
 

 The West Virginia United Methodist Men have updated their website,  
http://wvcummen.org 

 

 The website now lists: 
  * Upcoming meeting and event dates 

 * Information about the Man of the Year, including a complete list of men     
    who have been honored over the decades plus the criteria for the award. 
 * News about the annual Arnold Eddy Memorial Golf Outing. 
 * The latest details about our annual gathering at WVU Jackson’s Mill. 
 * Information about the Circuit Rider 32 Scout camporee.  
 * In Memoriam: Information about members who have died. 
 * The state organization’s recent meeting minutes, constitution, bylaws. 
 * Helpful links  

  

 The Winter 2020 issue of UM Men — the magazine of United Methodist Men - 
also is available online at: 
   http://www.gcumm.org/files/uploads/UMMen_Magazine_WINTER_2020(1).pdf 
 

 

Commemorative patches 
 to be awarded during 
Scout Sunday, Feb. 9 

  
 First Church, like many United Methodist churches, will celebrate 
Scout Sunday during the Feb. 9 morning worship service. 
  

 To commemorate the 100th anniversary of the partnership between 
the Methodists and Scouting, the United Methodist Men will present each 
Scout, Cub and adult leader who attends the Feb. 9 service with a commem-
orative patch that may be worn on Scout uniforms. 

Go to southcharlestonfirstumc.org. Click on “Sermons” to find the message you want to 
hear. Click on “About Us” to read bulletins and newsletters. Click on “Events” or 
“Calendar” to find out what is happening at First Church.  Stay Connected! 
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Community Garden 
signups continue 
 
 Sign-ups continue for those who want a plot in the Community Gar-
den for the 2020 growing season. For more information contact George 
Hohmann by e-mail at g.hohmann48@gmail.com or call him at 304 419-1916. 
 

 Also, free firewood is still available next to the lower dusk-to-dawn 
light pole adjacent to the Community Garden fence. First come, first served! 
 

 Please mark your calendar: The Community Gardeners will meet at 
12:30 p.m. on Sunday, March 29, in the Wesley Hall. Plots will be assigned and 
plot fees will be set. We’ll also decide on a work date for fence mending and 
property maintenance. Bring leftover seeds from last season and we’ll also 
have a seed swap. 

The February 21st Community Dinner will feature pancakes, waffles, sausage, 
juice, milk, coffee, a variety of toppings and both regular and sugar-free syrup.  
The dinner will be from 5 to 6:30 p.m.  It is sponsored by the United Methodist 
Men.  Donations will be accepted but are not required. 
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Ms. Carrie invites all the 
WOW kids to a Valentine’s 
Day Party on Wednesday, 
February 12th.  The fun begins 
at 5:30 pm in the Wesley Hall.  
There will be food, treats, and 
games.  Hope you will be 
there! 

For God so loFor God so loFor God so loFor God so lo ed the worlded the worlded the worlded the world    
                                                    that he gthat he gthat he gthat he gAAAAveveveve    
                                                                    His onHis onHis onHis onLLLLy Sony Sony Sony Son    
                                                    that whothat whothat whothat whoEEEEverververver    
                                                    believes ibelieves ibelieves ibelieves iNNNN    himhimhimhim    
                                            should noshould noshould noshould noTTTT    
                                                                                            perperperperIIIIsh but havesh but havesh but havesh but have    
                                                                                    etereteretereterNNNNalalalal    
                                                                                                    liflifliflifEEEE    

You are invited to a sweetheart dinner on 
Friday, Feb 14

th
, in the Wesley Hall at 6:00 p.m.  

This event is coming upon us fast so we must act quickly.  
The event will be catered by TOP SPOT.  The price will 
remain at twenty dollars per person.  We know you will 
want to get your tickets early so please see Kathy Judge, 
Kathy Parsons, Jeri Whitten or call the church office.  A 
silent auction will be available for donated items such as 
TV, restaurant offers, etc. 



Prayer Requests 

If you have prayer requests, email Kathy Judge at corljudge@aol.com 
or call her cell phone at 304-550-2172. 

Kroger Community Rewards is one of First Church’s most important fundraising 
programs, generating thousands of dollars each year.  To participate, all you have to do is 
register, shop at Kroger and swipe your Kroger Plus Card.  The program doesn’t cost you a 
cent and the church earns a rebate on your purchases.  To register call Kroger at 1-800-853-

3033. A customer service representative will request your Kroger Plus Card number and 
verify your address and phone number.  You also will need to give the reward number for 
First Church: JK383.  You can also register online at: https://www.kroger.com/account/
enrollCommunityRewardsNow. 
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February Prayer by David Biondi 

Most gracious Lord, here in 
this month of February, a 
month which we commonly 
associate with Valentine's 
Day, we are inspired and in-
clined to focus no small 
amount of our attention and 
affection upon the people we 
love.  But, in the course of 
doing so, may we not lose 
sight of how this most pre-

cious gift of love which we 
share and enjoy is a gift 
which originates with and 
comes from God.  Being 
mindful of that, help us, we 
pray, to extend compassion-
ate, godly love to everyone 
with whom we come in con-
tact -- that, in so doing, we 
might both truly appreciate 
and manifest the fullness of 

the love which God has for 
all his children.  Help us al-
so, O Lord, to emulate your 
caring, self-giving example 
more fully in our lives, to 
the end that, through our 
witness in your name, more 
and more people might 
come to be increasingly 
kind, caring and giving 
themselves; to your honor 
and glory we pray.  Amen. 

UM Women still selling pecans. See Donna Haynes 
or call the church office to purchase pecans.   

$10 for 1 lb. Best price in town!! 

L I F E  @ 1 S T  C H U R C H  

Blanket Brigade—Winter is upon us and the temperature 
is dropping.   Help us give a warm blanket to those in 
need.  We will collect new and used blankets in the Nar-
thex and I will take them to St. Marks for distribution.  
Your assistance will be greatly appreciated.  Ed Altizer 
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Over 10 years ago Teresa Mathe-
ny invited me to my first circle 
meeting. At the time I wasn’t sure 
what to expect or even what the 
United Methodist Women did or 
how I could benefit.  Perhaps you 
have the same questions.  The 
best place to start is with their 
“purpose.” 

  

United Methodist Women shall 
be a community of women 
whose purpose is to know God 
and to experience freedom as 
whole persons through Jesus 
Christ; to develop a creative, 
supportive fellowship; and to 
expand concepts of mission 
through participation in the 
global ministries of the church. 
  

That’s a lot of information in one 
sentence! 
  

Here at First Church we have two 
circles that meet monthly on the 
second Monday of the month (we 
take the summer off).  One meets 
during the day and the other 
meets in the evening.  If you are 
new to the church or just coming 
on Sunday, this is a wonderful 
opportunity to develop friend-
ships with other women. Through 
these circles you will find support 
during difficult times and guid-
ance when struggling with an is-
sue. 
  

If you asked me 10 years ago how 
many female friends I had, I 
would have answered “just a 
few.”  I found it difficult while 
working full time and raising a 
family to find the time to develop 
meaningful friendships.  My 
mother encouraged me to join a 
circle.  I think she knew from her 
own experience that jobs end, 

work friendships dissolve, kids 
leave the house and start their 
own life and you find yourself 
feeling a little lost and alone.  
However, my participation in 
UMW has brought me together 
with sisters of Christ who have 
like hearts.  Over the years I have 
formed very deep friendships with 
these ladies. 
  

I once read, “Anybody can be as 
close to God as they want to be.  
It just all depends on how much 
time they want to give to it.”  I 
look for ways to deepen my un-
derstanding of God’s word and to 
find my way on my Christian path 
and UMW gives me several ave-
nues to do this.  I’ve expanded my 
understanding of world issues 
through the UMW reading pro-
gram and Response magazine.  I 
especially like the book, Same 
Sky, which focuses on two char-
acter—one is an illegal immigrant 
and the other is a wife longing for 
a child.  I’ve gone to the West 
Virginia UMW Spiritual Retreat 
for four years and look forward to 
it every year.  Seeing all the wom-
en, learning about their different 
programs, listening to them sing 
(I can’t carry a tune), and listen-
ing to the guest speaker rejuve-
nates me and helps me continue 
on God’s path.  
  

I attended my first Mission U last 
year and learned the history of 
UMW and was struck by the 
courage our foremothers had in 
standing for what they thought 
was right.  In a time when wom-
en’s voices did not matter, they 
stood up and spoke and made a 
difference.   Learn more about 
their journeys by reading, Women 

United for Change: 150 Years in 
Mission. 
  

We often think, “What difference 
can one person make?” Well, one 
person brings an idea to UMW 
and together we can do some-
thing.  I love that our quarterly 
mission objectives moved away 
from just giving money.  There’s 
nothing wrong with donating 
money, but I wanted to do more.  
I wanted to put more skin into 
mission work.   
 

This year one of our first quarter 
objectives is to reach 100 volun-
teer hours.  We plan to post the 
organizations we volunteer our 
hours to on the church bulletin 
board with a thermometer show-
ing our progress.  My hopes are 
that we blow through 100 hours 
in no time flat!  We are planning 
on doing workdays at both New 
Vision Depot and Heart + Hand. 
Perhaps you would like to join us 
on these workdays? (See page 9 
for details). 
 

Through friendships, reading pro-
gram, meetings and volunteering I 
feel that God is reshaping and 
molding this body of clay into a 
vessel he can use. I’m still such a 
work in progress, but thankfully 
God is not done with me yet. 
 

If you are not a member of UM 
Women, please come to a meeting 
or join us for an activity and ex-
perience the fellowship of like 
women working, learning and 
loving God together.  If you have 
questions about UM Women, I’ll 
try to answer them.  You can 
reach me at 304-542-6197 or by 
email at cbpnuts@aol.com.  

Why did I join the United Methodist Women?  
 

Fellowship*Growth*Mission by Barbara Brown 
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 SAVE THE DATES:  UM Women schedule volunteer work days  
 

Volunteers are essential for nonprofits.  They usually have more work to do than they have 
staff to do it.  That’s where we come in.  Join UM Women as we volunteer our time and ener-
gy to the following organizations.   
 

Saturday, February 1st—Heart + Hand.  We will work from 10 to 1 (or 2) and then grab 
lunch together. 
 

Saturday, March 14th—New Vision Depot.  As in the past we will be working on flood 
buckets.  You can also help count up clothes pins or other items while sitting.  We can match 
a task with your physical ability.  We will be carpooling to the depot leaving from the church 
parking. As the day approaches we will announce the meeting time. 

 

The Anna King Circle is proposing a bus trip to the Ark Encounter in Williamsburg, KY, 
on Tuesday, April 14th.  It is located between Lexington and Cincinnati.  The trip will in-
clude admission ticket, cafeteria dinner, and bus fare for the amazing low price of $130 
per person.  The bus will pick us up at the church @ 6:00 am promptly and will return to 
the church around 8:00 pm.  The Anna King Circle members will be given first choice and 
may bring a spouse or guest.  The members of Anna King Circle need to respond no later 
than January 31st, when we will open ticket sales to Mary Jane VanCamp circle and then 
to our congregation. 
 

The bus will stop about half-way into the trip for a leg stretch.  The Ark is three stories, 
with ramps, no steps, and has an elevator that will take you to the third floor, if you prefer, 
and then you can walk down the ramp.  It also has benches along the way for rest stops.  If 
you are going, I will need a check payable to me (Kathy Judge), and I will go to the bank 
and get a cashiers check for the tour company.  I need to give a count by February15th and 
a deposit.  To learn more about the Ark Encounter visit their website at: https://
arkencounter.com 

The Anna King Circle proposes bus trip to the Ark 
Encounter in Williamsburg, KY, on April 14th by 

Kathy Judge 

March 1st— Backdoor @ First Church—Join us on March 1st at 7:00 pm as 
we kick off our new alternative worship service in the Wesley Hall. Alternative 
worship will be held the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month at 7:00 pm. 
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Peace, Love and Books February 2020  
by Teresa Matheny 

Which Way, Lord? Exploring Your Life’s Purpose in the 
Journeys of Paul  by Rob Fuquay 
 

As Christians, we hunger to know and live out God's purposes for our 
lives. But how do we know for certain that our choices are moving us in 
the right direction? 
 

Which Way, Lord? is a 6-session churchwide or small-group study that 
will help you understand God's desire for your life by unpacking your 
experiences alongside those of the apostle Paul. 

 

Through many detours, adversity, and time spent thinking about his life, Paul completely reorient-
ed his understanding of faith and God's purpose for his life. God placed Paul in a community that 
shared God's love with him, and Paul underwent several years of training in preparation for his 
ministry. 
 

Discover how to discern and follow God's leading, explore ways God can use you and your life 
experience, respond to God's signals, endure hardships and doubts, and persevere with hope 
and faith. Rediscover the truths that you are wonderfully made, created for purpose, and 
equipped to live a life of significance. Join us in traveling together to find your purpose. 
What is included in the study? 
 

BOOK INCLUDES: 
Exploration of biblical stories about the life and missionary journeys of Paul 
Fuquay's personal experiences of learning and discerning to follow God's will 
Servant Spotlights stories from Christians who discerned and lived out God's purpose for them 
Reflection questions 
 

*Teresa’s note ‘”I am in the process of reading this book now and am excited to be able to share 
this book at February circle meetings!” 
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Have you ever looked around the Sanctuary while in church on Sundays?  Well I’m sure you 
have noticed that our beautiful room needs painting.  The Trustees would like to have it paint-
ed before Easter.  We need your help in this endeavor.  We need to raise $6800 to get this ac-
complished.  If you would like to give toward this beautification project, The Trustees would 
welcome any amount you can give, if writing a check, make it out to First United Methodist 
and put in the memo section: painting project. If you give cash, please put on the envelope 
that it’s for the painting project and your assigned pledge number. We want you to get credit 
for it.  

Painting of Sanctuary by Joyce French 



 

2020 UMW Reading Program 
 
We have a lot of changes in the 2020 UMW Reading Program!  Please read the following and if 
you have any questions, please contact me and if I don’t know the answer I will try to find the an-
swer for you. 
 

The following is an excerpt from Andris Salter, Operations Officer of United Methodist Women: 
 

Dear Members, 
 

Welcome to the 2020 United Methodist Women Reading Program. The purpose of the 
Reading Program is to better understand and participate in God’s mission today, to 
increase sensitivity to all human beings, to explore contemporary issues, and to en-
hance and act on self-knowledge. In particular, the Reading Program committee has 
worked to select books that will raise the consciousness of our social, economic and 
political realities, including the interconnectedness of race, class and gender in wom-
en’s lives. Participating in the Reading Program is a wonderful way to build community 
and form friendships around books…By participating in the Reading Program, you are 
strengthening your involvement in local and global Christian mission. I am so pleased 
that you will be joining us. 
 

God Bless. 
Andris Salter Operations Officer 
 

The Reading Program is a cherished United Methodist Women tradition that brings together mem-
bers in mission as they explore, share and discuss the books. 

To participate, select one of our four plans and start reading! From captivating novels and heartfelt 
biographies to urgent messages about issues such as climate change and mass incarceration, 
there’s something for everyone. 

Reading Program books are divided into five categories and are available for people of all ages 
and reading levels. As you read, track your progress using the Reporting Form. When you submit 
the Report of Completion Requirements, you will be recognized with a Certificate of Recognition. 

Earning your Certificate of Recognition is just one way to show what you’ve gained from the Read-
ing Program. The Reading Program is not meant to be completed alone or in a vacuum. As you 
read, consider taking one or more of the following actions: 

Track Your Progress 

 

♦ Share the program with United Methodist Women members and members of the community. 

♦ Help people attain books. Let me-Teresa Matheny, know what books on the 2020 Reading 

Program List you are interested in reading. 

♦ Connect with local and district groups. Start a book club, download books onto an e-reader 

to pass around and share, present book reviews at group meetings. 

♦ Display a progress chart in your church for all who wish to participate. 

♦ Pray. Books often raise concerns about people, countries and issues. Bring these concerns to 

God during your prayer time at home and at group meetings. 

♦ Advocate for tangible change. Many Reading Program books address issues such as cli-

mate change, mass incarceration, immigration and racism. Organize a task force to address 

these issues in your community. 



 

2020 UMW Reading Program  Continued from page 11 
 
New For 2020 

Where to Find Books 
You might notice that books listed in the 2020 Reading Program are not listed with stock numbers; 
nor will you find the usual order form and shipping information. For the first time, this year United 
Methodist Women members will obtain Reading Program books exclusively through third parties—
libraries, local bookstores and online. Think of this resource not as a catalog, as in past years, but 
as a guide. 

Although Amazon is always a convenient option, please consider obtaining Reading Program 
books through: 

School and public libraries 

Local independent bookstores 

Franchises of larger bookstore chains 

 

As always, most Reading Program books can also be found for reading electronically on your Kin-
dle, tablet or other devices. For eBooks free of charge, check your local library, Google eBook 
store, Project Gutenberg or Open Library.  

If you do order books through Amazon, please remember to visit smile.amazon.com, Amazon’s 
charitable giving page, and select “United Methodist Women” as your charitable organization. 
For all eligible purchases made on smile.amazon.com, Amazon will donate 0.5% to United Meth-
odist Women. 

Children and Youth Books 

As in the past, this year’s Reading Program includes books for readers of all ages. Books that 
would formerly have been listed under “Children” and “Youth” are now distributed among the re-
maining categories. Look for the line “Suitable for children” or “Suitable for youth” when selecting 
books to read. 

Bonus Books 

As always, Bonus Books count as two books. This year, Bonus Books are also the current mission 
studies, pro-viding even more of an incentive to select these books as part of your Reading Pro-
gram plan. To purchase United Methodist Women mission studies, go to:  
umwmissionresources.org. 

 

If you are interested in purchasing books to donate to our UMW 
Reading Program, you are welcome to do so.  Let me know what you 
are interested in purchasing. 
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Graceful Generosity 
Published to help you grow as a steward of God’s grace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Under Authority 

Robert Wilder, founder of the Student Volun-
teer Movement, sat one day in a hotel in Poona, 
India. A naval officer with whom he was talking 
finally said, “Why don’t you missionaries stay 
at home and mind your own business?” 

At the time the British fleet had been ordered 
to Constantinople because of the serious Arme-
nian massacres. Wilder faced the officer and 
said: “Suppose you were ordered to take your 
battleships to Constantinople tomorrow, and I 
would say, ‘Why don’t you stay here and mind 
your business? There is no sense in your going 
to the Bosporus.’” 

The officer, his dark eyes flashing, returned, “I 
would tell you to mind your business. When we 
are ordered to go, we must go, even if every 
ship is sunk and every sailor killed.” 

Wilder then rejoined: “You are right. I also 
have marching orders, not from any human gov-
ernment, but from the divine government. My 
command is to preach the Gospel to every living 
creature. India has one-fifth of the world’s pop-
ulation and the primary question is not what the 
cost is but whether I am going to obey the com-
mand of my Savior and Lord.” 

The Christian steward’s marching orders are, 
The Entire World; and, at whatever cost of time, 
money, prayer, life, Christians must carry on 
until the whole world has heard the glad story of 
redemption. 
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On the Lighter Side 

People want the front of the bus, the back of the 
church, and the center of attention. 

A minister waited in line to have his car filled 
with gas just before a long holiday weekend. The 
attendant worked quickly, but there were many 
cars ahead of him. Finally, the attendant motioned 
him toward a vacant pump. 

“Reverend,” said the young man. “I’m so sorry 
about the delay. It seems as if everyone waits un-
til the last minute to get ready for a long trip.” 

The minister chuckled, “I know what you mean. 
It’s the same in my business.” 

A lady was mailing an old family Bible to her 
brother. “Is there anything breakable in here?” 
asked the postal clerk. “Only the Ten Command-
ments,” answered the lady. 
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and whom we will serve. As we stand at the 
crossroads of life, God continually reaches out to 
us through his Word. In Jeremiah 6:16 we read, 
“This is what the Lord says: ‘Stand at the cross-
roads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask 
where the good way is, and walk in it, and you 
will find rest for your souls.’ ” Daily we are at 
the crossroads of life. The choice we make is our 
own. As Yogi Berra said, "When you get to a 
fork in the road, take it.” The road we take will 
have eternal consequences. Will we choose 
God’s way or the ways of the world? With God’s 
help, our answer can be like Joshua’s. “But if 
serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then 
choose for yourselves this day whom you will 
serve, whether the gods your forefathers served 
beyond the river, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land you are living. But as for me and my 
household, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 
24:15). 

  Joshua’s choice was that he and his family 
would be servants and stewards of the Lord. 
When you reach the crossroads in life, you will 
hear God’s call, “Follow Me.” The call to serve 
yourself and the ways of the world will be loud 
and boisterous. If you don’t reject God’s call and 
you follow, as Jeremiah did, the ancient paths, 
you will turn away from your self-interests and 
focus on ways to serve the Lord. Your lifestyle 
will reflect your relationship with him. As fol-
lowers of Jesus, we acknowledge God’s owner-
ship and love. We become stewards of what he 
entrusts to us. As followers of the Lord, we see 
others as brothers and sisters in Christ. We live 
with an eternal perspective. 

We Are Lights in a Dark World 

We are new creations in Christ, the Apostle 
Paul declares (2 Corinthians 5:17)! As such, we 
no longer view ourselves or others the way we 
once did. We have a new role; we are ambassa-
dors for Christ, “as though God were making 
his appeal through us” (2 Corinthians 5:20). 
And those to whom he appeals are the lost for 
whom Christ has died. What a sober responsi-
bility we have! As stewards of the Gospel that 
we spread not just with our mouths, but with 
our actions as well, let us implore God to enable 
us to be his light in this dark world. 

I Never Pledge 

“I never sign a pledge of any kind,” said a 
man whom I was soliciting. 

“Are you sure?” I asked. 

“Yes,” he replied. 

“Do you own your home?” I questioned. 

“Yes, but it is mortgaged for half its value.” 

“Did you promise to pay interest on your 
mortgage?” 

“Yes.” 

“When your telephone was installed, did 
agree to pay monthly charges?” 

“Yes. What are you driving at?” 

“As a matter of fact,” I answered, “have you 
not committed the larger portion of your in-
come to everything your home needs except the 
church?”   

“I surrender”, he said. 

R. Cashman 

 

Choosing Our Path 

God wants us to follow him, but he gives us 
the freedom to choose what path we will take  



Birthdays 

02 Holly Biondi 20 Sarah Deitz Ratliff 

08 Katy Abbott, Sean Whitten 21 Judy Hurd 

14 Kathy Fultineer 22 Lillian Hamilton 

17 George Hohmann, Chandra Massey 

Sean Hawkinberry, Kim Barnard 

26 Brian Christian 

18 Charley Brown, Ruth Conrad   

Anniversaries 

09 Bill and Jo Ann Steele 28 Bud and Cyndi Anderson 

27 Bob and Kathy Judge 

Robert and Sharen Deitz 

  

Special Upcoming Events To Remember 

Saturday, Feb 1—UM Men to meet at 9:00 am in Classroom 

Saturday, Feb 1—UMW work day at Heart + Hand 10—1 

Sunday, Feb 2—Youth Sub Sale at 12:15 pm in Wesley Hall 
Monday, Feb 3—UM Women Leadership 

Tuesday, Feb 4—Men’s Small Group meeting at 10:00 am in par-
lor 
Friday, Feb 7—Faith in Color at 6:30 pm in Wesley Hall 
Sunday, Feb 9—Scout Sunday 

Monday, Feb 10—Anna King Circle meeting at 11:00 am in Wes-
ley Hall 
Monday, Feb 10—Mary Jane VanCamp meeting at 7:00 pm in par-
lor 
Tuesday, Feb 11—Finance Meeting at 6:00 pm 

Wednesday, Feb 12—WOW Valentine Party 

Friday, Feb 14—Sweetheart Dinner in Wesley Hall at 6:00 pm 

Sunday, Feb 16—Church Council meets after church 

Friday, Feb 21—Community Pancake Shrove—UM Men will host 
5:00 to 6:30 pm in Wesley Hall 
Wednesday, Feb 26—Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00 pm 

Thursday, Feb 27—Faithful Friends at 6:30 pm 

Sunday, March 1st—Backdoor at First Church in Wesley Hall at 
7:00 pm 

Saturday, March 14—UMW Work day at New Vision Depot 
Tuesday, April 14—Ark Encounter Trip 
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Suggested articles, questions, 
comments regarding the newslet-
ter should be directed to Barbara 
Brown at 304-542-6197 or via 
email at cbpnuts@aol.com.   
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Do you have an event you want to advertise on our church website, 
southcharlestonfirstumc.org? Send your information and a picture, 
drawing, cartoon, etc. to Barbara Brown at cbpnuts@aol.com. We 
can post information on the Home page and Event page.  Just let us 

know what you would like to highlight and we will make it happen. 


