
Giving Thanks 

 

These song lyrics come to my mind especially during the thanksgiving 
season, “Give thanks with a grateful heart. Give thanks to the holy 

One. Give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his son.” There are 
so many scriptures that speak to giving thanks to God… 

Psalm 9:1 

Psalm 28:7 

1 Corinthians 1:4-5 

2 Corinthians 9:11-12 

Colossians 3:16-17 

Philippians 4:6-7 

 

Well there are many others, but let me pause with Philippians 4:6, “Do 
not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and pe-
tition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” 

 

I have seen the daily encouragements and challenges people present to 
post/write one thing you are grateful for every day. Then think that this 
is a nice idea, but it can be done mentally, no need for posting or writ-
ing down. Unfortunately, by the end of the day I consider all of the 
conversations that could have gone better, events that did not live up to 
expectations or missed opportunities. The negative has overwhelmed 
the positive and thanksgivings. 
 

So, friends, I suggest that you join me in November to actually write 
down one instance each day of thanksgiving. Then offer thanksgiving 
to God for the gift. We can then gather our thanksgivings weekly on 
post-it notes on the doors at the back of the sanctuary as a visual prayer 
of thanksgiving. GIVE THANKS WITH A GRATEFUL HEART. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Paul 

Rambling Thoughts of a Pastor by Pastor Paul 
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Decorating the Sanctuary by Joyce French 

It's beginning to feel like Christmas!  I need help decorating the Sanctuary for Christmas on 

Sunday, November 24th at 5:30 pm.  If we get enough elves, it won't take long to get this 

accomplished.  We are going to need men to help empty the attic of its treasures and help 

get the Christmas tree put together and the Chrismons on it.   Thank you for your assistance, 

it's greatly appreciated! If you have questions, please call me at 304-744-8608.  

W.O.W. Kids Collecting for Food Pantry 
Team Faith & Team Hope 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The W.O.W. kids are competing in a food drive and have been divided into two 
teams:  Team Faith and Team Hope.  Each team is trying to bring in the most 
non-perishable food items by Wednesday, November 13th.  The kids would like 
for you to help as well.  Food items can be dropped off in the social hall.  Just 
place your donations towards the team you want to win.   The winning team gets 
to choose the color Ms. Carrie dyes her hair.  Team Faith wants it to be GREEN 
and Team Hope wants it to be TEAL, HOT PINK, AND BLACK.  
 

All food items donated will be given to Heart + Hand to help with the food pan-
try.  Which team will you support?  Deadline is Wednesday, November 13th. 
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United Methodist Women’s Sunday  
by Jeri Whitten 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!   
The Bishop’s Coming! The Bishop’s Coming! 
 

Please join us on Sunday, November 24, as we celebrate Unit-
ed Methodist Women’s Sunday at First Church.  This special 
day will showcase the many ways in which women can be a 
positive influence as we worship together. From Deborah, Han-
nah, Ruth, Elizabeth, and Mary the Mother of Christ, to the 
brave women of today around the world fighting to bring the 
love and hope found through Jesus Christ to those yearning, we 
celebrate women and their ministries.  

 

Bishop Sandra Steiner-Ball will be our guest speaker and provide our spiritual mes-
sage. 

 

There will be a reception in the social hall following the service and everyone is invited 
to come for fellowship and to meet our Bishop.   

 

Bring a friend, neighbor, co-worker, other family members and let’s fill the pews! 

Bishop Sandra Steiner-Ball to 
be guest speaker on November 
24th. 

 

Charge Conference will be held at FUMC 

on Monday, November 25th beginning at 

7:00 p.m.   
 

Please come and meet our District Superintendent, Joseph 
Hill, and learn about our plans for the future.  Charge 
Conference is the official, yearly meeting of a local 
church under the direction of the district superintendent. 
All of our church meetings (except for those dealing with 
personnel matters) are open meetings, so all are welcome 
to observe.  Charge Conference will include a time of 
worship, sharing and celebration. Hope you will join us. 



2019 Community Dinner Schedule 

 

Friday, November 22—DIVAS—Last one for 2019.  Serving from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Hope to see you there! 
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 pecans are here!  See Donna Haynes or call 
the church office to purchase pecans.  $10 for 1 lb. 
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Worship Series 

 

November 3 –   Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4, Psalm 119:137-144 (UMH 840), Isaiah 1:10-18, 
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4,11-12, Luke 19:1-10 

 

November 10 – Haggai 1:15b-2:9, Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17, 
Luke 20:27-38 

 

November 17 – Isaiah 65:17-25, Isaiah 12 (or Psalm 118), 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13,  
Luke 18:1-8 

 

November 24 – Jeremiah 23:1-6, Luke 1:68-79 (or Psalm 46), Colossians 1:11-20,  
Luke 23:33-43 



ine how big the Sea of Gal-
ilee is, how far it is from 
Bethlehem to Nazareth, or 
what the Garden of Geth-
semane looks like. 
  

Before I went to the Holy 
Land, I never doubted Je-
sus walked this Earth. Now 
it seems like he did so yes-
terday. 

 

Holy Land Trip  
by George Hohmann 

 

The question most people 

ask since I returned from the 
Holy Land is, “How was 
it?” 

 

I suppose the 200+ people 
who went have different an-
swers. For me, the striking 

— and lasting — impact 
is this: Visiting towns like 
Nazareth and Jerico, see-
ing the ruins at Caperna-
um and Magdala, and 
walking through the nar-
row streets of Jerusalem 
all made the Scriptures 
seem like they were just 
written. 
  

Now I don’t have to imag-
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Galilee, as seen from a fifth-floor room at the Caesar Hotel in Tiberias, Israel. Rising from 
the distant shore is the Mount of Beatitudes. The white tubes on top of the buildings are so-
lar-powered hot-water tanks. 
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November Prayer by David Biondi 

Most loving and eternal God, 
here in the month of Novem-
ber we find ourselves in the 
midst of the autumn sea-
son.  Indeed, this is a most 
special time -- a time in which 
we, as your beloved children, 
should feel a particular desire 
to give our heartfelt praise 
and gratitude to you for the 
many precious blessings 
which we are so privileged to 
enjoy:  For the bountiful har-
vest which you have most 
graciously given us; for the 

blessings of our homes, our 
church, our families and 
friends; and for all the other 
good gifts which you have 
bestowed upon our lives -- 
gifts so numerous that, sad-
ly, we take so very many of 
them simply for granted.  As 
we lift our hearts to you in 
appreciation for your good-
ness, may we never forget 
that you intend for thanks-
giving to be a way of life 
for all who would be your 
followers, to the end that we 

would be ever-mindful of 
the fundamental need and 
importance of counting our 
blessings continually.  So 
please, O God, help us to 
foster an attitude of grati-
tude in and throughout our 
lives, whereby we would 
have a genuinely thankful 
spirit for your goodness unto 
us and for all that you have 
done in our behalf.  This we 
pray in the name of your 
Son, our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. Amen.  

County Schools close due to 
inclement weather, FUMC-

SC offers a FREE snow day 
program by opening its 
doors to children ages four 
and up from 8:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m.  
 

Breakfast and lunch are 
served and the children have 
the opportunity to play 

games, make crafts, watch 
movies and sing. 
 

If you have questions, give 
us a call at (304) 744-3211. 
 

Please contact Sara Hamp-
ton (304) 545-8398 if you 
can volunteer to help with 
the children or prepare 
lunch on snow days. 
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Did you know we have 
a Snow Day Program?   
 

When schools close due to in-
clement weather, parents 
scramble to find alternative 
childcare. Missing work is not 
an option for many working 
parents. So when Kanawha 

Snow Day Program 
(CNN) Freezing. Frigid. Frosty. That's what you can ex-

pect this winter if you're in the United States, according 

to the Farmers' Almanac."This winter will be filled with 

so many ups and downs on the thermometer, it may re-

mind you of a 'Polar Coaster,'" its website says. 
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Get the word out on upcoming events   

Do you have an event you want to advertise on our church website, southcharleston-

firstumc.org? Send your information and a picture, drawing, cartoon, etc. to Barbara Brown 
at cbpnuts@aol.com. We can post information on the Home page and Event page.  Just let 
us know what you would like to highlight and we will make it happen. 

Mark your calendar: There will be a Community Christmas pancake 
breakfast on Saturday, December 7, in the social hall, sponsored by 
the United Methodist Men.  Wonder if we will have any special 
guests?? 

 

UMW—WV State Meeting was held on October 25-26 in Bluefield, WV.  
Three of our UMW members attended the state meeting: Jeri Whitten, Joyce French and Bar-
bara Brown.  The keynote speaker was Shannon Priddy, National United Methodist Woman 
President.  The theme of this years meeting was Making the Future.  There were about 115 

ladies present at the meeting.  Shannon said it was the largest meeting she had attended as 
UMW President! We heard heart-warming and inspiring presentations from New Vision De-

pot in Beaver, WV and Living Hope High School in Bungoma, Kenya.   

Have you seen the handmade (by Roy Reveal) cross and flame cen-
terpieces?  Last time they were seen was during a community dinner.  
We are sure they were put up for safe keeping—we just can’t find 
them.  We were wondering if a group that used the social hall acci-
dentally carried off the bin not realizing what was in it.  If you had an 
event at the church, could you double check your bins in storage?  
Thank you.  If you find them, please bring them to the church office. 

UM Men & Women Are Uniting For A Work Day on November 9th 

Please join us on Saturday, November 9th as we travel to New Vision Depot in Beaver, 
WV, to make flood buckets.  We will carpool and leave from the church at 8:30 a.m.   There 
are tasks to do standing or sitting down, so all ages and capabilities are welcome to partici-
pate.  Not a member of UMM or UMW? That’s okay we would love for you to join us and 
help.  It is a great opportunity to learn more about this mission program firsthand.  
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HEART + HAND CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS 2019 
by Teresa Matheny 
 

FOOD INSECURITY – The state of being without reliable access to a sufficient quantity of 
affordable, nutritious food.  This term was first used in 1977. 
 

This year we will be preparing 60 Heart + Hand Christmas Food Baskets.  These baskets go 
to families in our neighborhood and community that need a little help during the holidays.  
Not only do we provide items for a holiday meal, we also try to include enough food to get 
families through the school Christmas break.  We want to help make the holiday time a lit-
tle brighter for those in our own community and you can help by providing some of the 
items from our Heart + Hand Christmas Food Basket list.  This year we are doing some-

thing new – each Sunday we are requesting you bring certain items on certain Sun-

days.  *See below.  All other perishable items will be brought to the church by Sunday, De-
cember 8.  Our basket packing will be Friday, December 20 beginning at 5:30 p.m.  Distri-
bution of baskets will be Saturday, December 21 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  We always 
need volunteers for these times so come to the social hall for fun and fellowship as we help 
our neighbors.  If you would rather contribute monetarily, of course you may do so.  Make 
your check out to First United Methodist Church and write on the memo ‘Christmas Food 
Baskets.’ 
 

Jesus said, “I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
nothing to drink.”  They asked “Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty and did not 
help you?”  He answered, “I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least 
of these, you did not do for me.”  Matthew 25:42-45 

 

November 3 Hamburger Helper 
November 10 Cake Mix and Frosting 

November 17 Peanut Butter 2# and Jelly 32 oz. 
November 24 Spaghetti Pasta 2# & Spaghetti Sauce 26oz. 

December 1 Fruit Juice 46 oz. (like Juicy Juice) 
December 8 Breakfast Cereal 
 

Look for more information and updates in our weekly bulletins.  
       
Questions?  Call Teresa Matheny 304 -744-1903 



 

Kroger Community Rewards is one of First Church’s most important fundraising 
programs, generating thousands of dollars each year.  To participate, all you 
have to do is register, shop at Kroger and swipe your Kroger Plus Card.  The pro-
gram doesn’t cost you a cent and the church earns a rebate on your purchas-
es.  To register call Kroger at 1-800-853-3033. A customer service representa-
tive will request your Kroger Plus Card number and verify your address and 
phone number.  You also will need to give the reward number for First Church: 
JK383.  You can also register online at:  
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow. 

P A G E  9  

Peace, Love and Books November 2019  

by Teresa Matheny 

You're Already Amazing: Embracing Who You Are, Becoming All God 

Created You to Be  by Holley Gerth  
 

Read the Wall Street Journal bestselling book that 

has helped close to 100,000 women embrace who 

they are and become all they're created to be.  
 

With this heart-to-heart message, licensed counselor 

and certified life coach Holley Gerth invites you to 

embrace one very important truth--that you truly are 

already amazing. Like a trusted friend, Holley gen-

tly shows you how to forget the lies and expecta-

tions the world feeds you and instead believe that 

God loves you and has even bigger plans for your 

life than you've even imagined.  
 

"This is a book for every woman who needs to find 

her way back to hope, Jesus, and everything she 

was made to be in Christ. Holley Gerth is a fresh 

voice for every woman--she echoes the voice of our 

Father." -Ann Voskamp, New York Times bestsel-

ling author of One Thousand Gifts 

This book is located on the United Methodist Women reading cart in the church 

library.     SPIRITUAL GROWTH 2014 
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 By George Hohmann 
 

The growing season has ended in the Community Garden. A test of the garden water sys-
tem’s backflow device has been ordered and will be conducted by Walter “Fred” 
Halstead. West Virginia American Water was asked to turn the water off on Oct. 31.  
 

To register for a plot next year e-mail George Hohmann at g.hohmann48@gmail.com or 
call him at 304 419-1916. Please pass this contact information on to friends and neigh-
bors who may want a plot next year. 

Community Garden growing season ends 
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2019 Trunk or Treat 
 

**Breaking News** 

 

 

The city of South Charleston has decided to postpone Trick or Treat to Saturday, No-
vember 2nd from 5:00—7:00 p.m.  First Church will also postpone Trunk or Treat to 
this day and time as well.  We will still provide a rest area in our social hall serving hot 
dogs and drinks and providing rest rooms to the community of trick or treaters.  Hope 
you will join us on this new night and time. 
 

Remember, there will be an award given to the best decorated trunk.  Be sure to come 
out and cast your vote.  We will distribute pictures of some of the trick or treaters, the 
winning trunk and other contestants via email as soon as possible after the event.   



P A G E  1 1  

Graceful Generosity 
Published to help you grow as a steward of God’s grace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessings on your Thanksgiving 

As we approach Thanksgiving, we are reminded 
of the many blessings God has given to us. The 
question we should be asking is, “How do we 
begin to thank God for all that he has done and 
continues to do for us?” High on our lists of 
things for which to thank our heavenly Father 
should be our new lives in Christ. In spite of our 
sinful ways, God demonstrated his awesome love 
for us by sending his only Son to the Cross on our 
behalf. We certainly will also thank him for our 
families as well as our health and material bless-
ings. How blessed we are that God provides for 
all we need to sustain our lives, and, through faith 

he provides, he gives us life forever with him. 

Another wonderful blessing for which we 
should always give thanks is God’s faithfulness 
to us. As the prophet Jeremiah wrote, “Because 

of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for 

his compassions never fail. They are new every 

morning; great is your faithful-

ness” (Lamentations 3:22-23). God’s faithfulness 
to us never wavers, even though we vacillate in 

our faithfulness to him.  
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As you thank God this Thanksgiving season, 
you may want to consider putting God’s love 
within you into action with a Thanksgiving gift 
for the ministry here at our church. Through our 
giving, we demonstrate our gratitude and faithful-
ness to him who is always faithful to us. How 
wonderful it is that God promises to bless those 

who are generous in his name!  

Blessings on your Thanksgiving Day as you 
spend time with your family, enjoy some turkey, 

and possibly watch some football. 

Insight 

“A wise person once said, ‘Even a fool can 
count the apples on a tree, but it takes a wise man 
to count the trees in an apple.’ To see the tree in a 
seed and then help it to grow; to pick the winner 
before he has won his laurels and then help him to 
win; to discover the poet or genius in that dreamy, 
restless, nonconforming schoolboy, and then help 
him to find himself—that is the creative kind of 
wisdom which keeps life growing and entitles us 

to be called ‘workers together with God.’ ”   

Ralph W. Sockman 

Thanks for all Things 

During this Thanksgiving season, it is easy for us 
to give thanks for our families, our homes, our 
clothing, and our food. These blessings are very 
visible to us. However, there are other blessings 
for which we should be thankful, but we may 
need to be reminded to give thanks because we 
sort of take them for granted. For example, when 
is the last time that you thanked God for the air 
that you breathe, the smell and taste of fresh cof-
fee in the morning, the beauty of flowers or the 
beauty of a sunset, the excitement from a college 
or pro football game, the joy of holding a baby. 

The list could go on forever.  



P A G E  1 2  
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While we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us.” (Romans 5:8). 

Thanksgiving, don’t forget to thank God for his 
awesome love for us and also thank him for em-

powering us to love others. 

Myself 

Years ago in a Richmond, Virginia church, a 
collection was taken following a missionary ad-
dress. In one of the plates was a card. The pastor 
picked it up and found written on it, “Myself. 
John Lewis Shuck.” That was the start of the 
young man’s missionary career. He became the 
first Baptist missionary appointed to China, sail-
ing for Hong Kong in 1835. If you would be 
God’s steward, you must give yourself. 

 

                                     M Lynn 

The blessing that we want to focus on today is 
the blessing of God’s love for us and the love 
that he places in our hearts for others.  How 
wonderful it is, when individuals or groups of 
people experience difficulties due to calamities 
such as fire or flooding that others will come to 
their aid. Most of us may have given our time 
by offering a helping hand, and even larger 
numbers of us have given some financial sup-
port. There was probably very little hesitation in 
our response as Christians because God has 
commanded us to love and help our neighbors. 
Jesus said, “Love your neighbor as your-

self” (Matthew 22:39). We are to elevate the 
interests of our neighbors over those of our-
selves. God’s love for us compels us to share 
that love with others. Paul wrote in Galatians 
6:10, “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us 

do good to all people, especially to those who 

belong to the family of believers.” When we 

serve others, God’s love is seen through us. 

Even in our best moments, our love for our 
neighbors doesn’t come close to comparing to 

how much God loves us. In the words of Paul: 

“For I am convinced that neither death nor 

life, neither angels nor demons, neither the pre-

sent nor the future, nor any powers, neither 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all crea-

tion, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 
8:38-39). In spite of our sinful ways and un-
worthiness, “God demonstrates his own love 

for us in this:  
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Pecan Pie Brownies 
By Lena Abraham 
As seen on www.delish.com 

Yields: 24 

Prep Time 10 minutes 

Total Time 1 hour 25 minutes 

Ingredients: 
 

Cooking spray 

1 box brownie mix, plus ingredients called for on box 

1/3 cup maple syrup 

3/4 cup packed brown sugar 
2 large eggs 

2 tsp. pure vanilla extract 
1/2 tsp. kosher salt 
4 Tbsp. melted butter 
3 1/2 cup whole or chopped pecans 

Directions 

 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees and line a 9 x 13 baking pan with parchment paper and spray 
with cooking spray.  Prepare brownies according to box instructions. Pour into prepared 
pan and bake 20 minutes. 

2. Meanwhile, make pecan filling:  In a medium bowl, whisk together maple syrup, brown 
sugar, vanilla, melted butter, and salt until smooth.  Add eggs and stir until combined, 
then add pecans, stirring until fully coated. 

3. Top baked brownies with pecan topping, spreading evenly.  Return to  oven and bake un-
til pecan mixture is set, 20 minutes more. 

4. Let brownies cool completely before slicing and serving. 
https://www.delish.com/cooking/recipe-ideas/recipes/a56925/pecan-pie-brownies-recipe/ 

 pecans are here!  See Donna Haynes or call 
the church office to purchase pecans.  $10 for 1 lb. 



Birthdays 

04 Kathy Judge, John Ratliff 16 Wesley Buckley, Jenny Schenck 

05 Sean Harter 19 Karen Johnston 

06 June Wilson, Kathy Moore 20 Nicole Biondi Kaufman 

08 David Neff, Allison Young 23 Thomas Russell 

10 Barbara Buckalew 26 Thomas Anderson 

13 Darick Biondi 28 Zeke Hampton 

Anniversaries 

02 Ralph and Pat Burchett, 
Richard and Elisha Holleron 

20 Jerry and Ann Gieseke 

03 David and Beverly Neff 21 Harold and Fern Swisher 

16 Michael and Jayme Bumgarner   

Special Upcoming Events To Remember 

Saturday, Nov 2—Trunk or Treat 5 to 7 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov 3—All Saints Day 

Sunday, Nov 3—Hamburger Helper 

Monday, Nov 4—UMW Leadership 

Tuesday, Nov 5—Men’s Small Group 10:00 a.m. 
Thursday, Nov 8—Faithful Friends 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov 9—Work Day to New Vision Depot  8:30 am 

Sunday, Nov 10—Cake Mix and Frosting 

Monday, Nov 11—Anna King Circle 11:00 a.m. 
Monday, Nov 11—Mary Jane VanCamp Circle 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov 13—WOW Food Drive Deadline 

Sunday, Nov 17—Peanut Butter 2# and Jelly 32 oz 

Friday, Nov 22—Community Dinner serving 5:00 to 6:30 
p.m.—DIVAS hosting 

Sunday, Nov 24—Women’s Sunday—Bishop Sandra Stei-
ner Ball 

Sunday, Nov 24—Spaghetti Pasta 2# and Sauce 26 oz 

Sunday, Nov 24 —Decorate the sanctuary at 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, Nov 25—Charge Conference at First Church at 
7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec 1—Fruit Juice 46 oz (like Juicy Juice) 

Saturday, Dec 7—Pancake Breakfast hosted by UMM 

Sunday, Dec 8—Breakfast Cereal 
 

Denotes Christmas Food Basket items being collected 
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Suggested articles, questions, 
comments regarding the newslet-
ter should be directed to Barbara 
Brown at 304-542-6197 or via 
email at cbpnuts@aol.com.   
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