
Whether Christians or pastors appreciate the holiday or not, Halloween 
will be celebrated by most Americans. A recent National Retail Federa-
tion survey shows over 70 percent of Americans plan to celebrate Hal-
loween. Halloween is the second most decorated holiday and is closing 
in on Christmas more each year. It is a part of our childhood and tradi-

tion and some of us never outgrow either one. 

A recent Life Way Research study found that while a small minority of 
pastors still prefer to avoid Halloween altogether, most pastors encour-
age their church members to attend and invite friends to a church-

hosted event. 

The study found that about two-thirds (67 percent) of 1,000 Protestant 
senior pastors said they encourage congregants to invite their friends 
and neighbors to a church-hosted alternative to Halloween such as a 

‘fall festival.’ I count myself in this majority. 

More than half of the survey respondents said they encourage congre-
gants to “build relationships with neighbors who trick-or-treat” (52 

percent). 

The study found some differences along denominational lines. Holi-
ness pastors were most likely to encourage church members to invite 
people to a church-hosted event (82 percent), followed by Baptist pas-
tors (77 percent), Pentecostal pastors (75 percent), and Methodist pas-

tors (73 percent). 

“With so many people celebrating Halloween, this one day has more 
interaction among neighbors across America than any other day,” said 

Scott McConnell, the executive director of Life Way Research. 

 

Continued on Page 2 
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“People actually want to see each other at their doors. So it’s 
only natural that pastors encourage their congregations to 

invest in these relationships.” 

So be a part of the fun and join us October 31 for Trunk or 
Treat or help serve Hot Dogs in Fellowship Hall. We can all 

be neighborly and inviting together for this one night a year. 

Happy Halloween and a Big BOO! 

Pastor Paul 
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The “Living Faith in the Everyday” Worship Series encourages congregations to cel-
ebrate the special Sundays in the month of October while striving to have living 
faith each day. In order to experience living faith, we must act upon our faith in   
everyday circumstances by making a daily effort to see all the people.  
 

Week 1-10/6—World Communion Sunday– Lamenta�ons 1:1-6; Psalm 137; 2 Timothy 1:1-

14; Luke 17:5-10  

Week 2-10/13—Love God and Love Neighbor– Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7; Psalm 66:1-12; 2 Timo-

thy 2:8-15; Luke 17: 11-19  

Week 3-10/20 –Celebrating Members– Jeremiah 31:27-34; Psalm 119:97-104 or Psalm 19; 2 

Timothy 3:14-4:5; Luke 18:1-8  

Week 4-10/27 –Reformation Sunday – Joel 2:23-32; Psalm 65; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 

18:9-14  
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FREE TUTORING TRAINING 

Literacy Volunteers of Kanawha County is a nonprofit promoting increased literacy for 
adult and youth learners. We do this through the effective use of volunteers. There will be a 
free tutoring training event on Saturday, October 5, at First Presbyterian church’s activities 
building located at 16 Leon Sullivan Way, Charleston, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Lunch will 
be provided. For more information call 304.343.7323, or email literacyvolun-
teers@frontier.com or www.literacyvolunteerskc.org.    



2019 Kay Hall Hike for Hunger  
 

Join us for the 2019 Kay Hall Hike for Hunger.  The walk 
will be held on Sunday, October 6, 2019 at 2:00 p.m.  We 
will start at Heart + Hand, 212 D Street, South Charleston 
and end at Café Appalachia (located beside Heart + Hand) 
for refreshments and cool down. The route will be 1.5 miles 
through downtown South Charleston—an all-flat terrain.  
Pre-registration forms are in the Narthex or you can register 
online at the Heart + Hand Outreach Ministries Facebook 
Page. There is a $20 individual registration fee, which in-
cludes a T-Shirt and $10 registration fee for your dog to 
walk with you and they will receive an event bandanna. 
Collect sponsorships from friends, family and co-workers. 
All donations should be turned in at the event registration 
table. 

P A G E  3  

 
Kylie Richo 
Summit Hall  
211 Grant Avenue 
Dorm 502A 
Morgantown , WV 26505 
 
Kendyl Bostic 
811 E Wetmore Road Apartment 
2201 
Tucson AZ 85719 
 
Emily Barnard 
1854 5th Avenue 
Twin Towers East 
Room TTE-1003b Box 159 
Huntington, WV 25703-1559 
 

 
Gary Anderson 
221 Jones Ave. 
Morgantown, WV 26505 
 
Noah Lepp 
Willis Hall Rm 306, Box 70 
1718 6th Avenue 
Huntington, WV 25703 
 
Wesley Buckley 
933 Glen Way 
South Charleston, WV 25309 
 
Spencer Fultineer 
1313 University Commons Drive 
Morgantown, WV 26505 

Our college students are working hard on their future goals, learning new things, 

meeting new people and experiencing daily challenges.  If you would like to send 
them a card and let them know we are still thinking about them and praying for them, 
their contact information is listed below. 
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2019 Community Dinner Schedule 

 

Each dinner will be from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Groups that want to host a dinner, please let Dawn 

Wells know which date you would like. 
 

Friday, October 25—LOOKING FOR A HOST! 

Friday, November 22—DIVAS 
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 pecans should  
arrive mid-October!  $10 for 1 lb. 

Cherry Pecan Wild Rice Pilaf 
Prep Time 10 mins  
Cook Time 25 mins  
Total Time 35 mins  

Serves 4      

2 tablespoons butter  
1 small leek, chopped  
1 cup wild rice blend  
2 cloves garlic  
1/2 cup pecans, chopped  
1 1/2 cups low sodium chicken broth  
1 (5 oz.) package dried cherries  
2 tablespoons chopped fresh thyme  
1/2 teaspoon salt  
1/3 teaspoon pepper  
1-2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley, for garnish  

1. In a 10-inch skillet, melt butter over medium heat. Add leaks and cook until ten-
der, 3-5 minutes. 

2. Add rice, garlic and pecans and cook until rice is toasted, 2-3 minutes. 
3. Add chicken broth, cherries, thyme, salt, and pepper. Cover and cook for about 

20 minutes, or until rice is tender. 
4. Remove from heat and let stand, covered, for 5 more minutes. Fluff rice with a 

fork and garnish with fresh chopped parsley, if desired. 
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Danny Murphy named 2019 W.Va. United Methodist 
‘Man of the Year’ By George Hohmann 
Danny Murphy, a long-time 
member of First Church, was 
named the West Virginia Unit-
ed Methodist “Man of the 
Year” during an awards cere-
mony September 7th at the 
West Virginia United Method-
ist Men’s Annual Gathering at 
WVU Jackson’s Mill. 
 

Murphy’s wife, Jeanne; his 
daughter, Holly; and his 
granddaughter,  Reagan 
McLeary, surprised Murphy 
by entering the Jackson’s Mill 
Assembly Hall just before the 
announcement. 
 

They all were again on hand 
when West Virginia United 
Methodist Men President 
George Hohmann presented 
Murphy with the award in 
front of the First Church con-
gregation during the Sunday 
Worship Service on Sept. 15. 
  

Over the years Murphy has 
served in numerous capacities 
with the United Methodist 
Men at both the local and state 
levels. He most recently 
served multiple terms as treas-
urer of the state organization 
and unofficial registrar for the 
Annual Gathering. 
  

As “Man of the Year,” Mur-
phy’s name will be engraved 
and placed on a plaque with 

the names of others who have 
received the honor over the 
years. Past honorees from First 
Church include the late E.M. 
“Mel” Gammage, who re-
ceived the award in 1983, and 
Jim Snyder, who received the 
award in 2015. 
  

In addition to the award to 
Murphy, First Church’s men 
received the Palmer Award, 
which is given annually to the 
local church men’s group with 
the most men at the Annual 
Gathering. 
  

Four men from First Church 
attended the gathering this 
year: Murphy, Hohmann, 
Snyder and Ed Altizer, who is 
the state organization’s secre-
tary. 
  

Circuit Rider, a scout campo-
ree, is held annually at the 
same time as the men’s gather-
ing. The scouts camp out in 
the green field in front of the 
Mt. Vernon Dining Hall and 
participate in a wide variety of 
activities, from learning to fly 
radio-controlled model air-
planes to earning Bible patch-
es for their uniforms. 
  

For the first time in several 
years, those attending the 
camporee had the opportunity 
to see the operation of the 

Jackson’s Mill gristmill and 
see a demonstration of the art 
of blacksmithing. Also, na-
tionally known artisan John 
Belick demonstrated the art of 
paper marbling. 
  

A total of 483 scouts and adult 
leaders attended this year’s 
camporee. Among them were 
scouts from First Church’s 
Troop 195 and Cub Scouts 
from First Church’s Troop 
195. The youth prepared 
“silver turtles,” their specialty, 
for lunch at their campsite on 
Saturday, Sept. 7. 
  

Danny Murphy receives the 2019 West 
Virginia United Methodist “Man of the 
Year” Award from West Virginia United 
Methodist Men President George 
Hohmann during the Sunday Worship 
Service on Sept. 15. (Photo by Holly 
Murphy)  

Continued on Page 6 
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October Prayer by David Biondi 

Most gracious and eternal 
God, here in this month of 
October we find that au-
tumn has now come upon 
us with the days growing 
shorter and cooler, the 
nights getting longer, and 
the beautiful foliage of 
your Creation offering up 
a magnificent rainbow of 
colors which positively 
fills our senses.  We give 
you thanks for the beauty 
and goodness of the earth 

and for the bountiful harvest 
of crops and produce which 
you have given us so as to 
provide your children with 
nourishment and suste-
nance.  Help us, we pray, to 
be ever-mindful and appre-
ciative of how richly 
blessed we have been by 
you.  May we never take 
your goodness for granted; 
and may we never hoard 
your blessings only for our-
selves as if they were some 

sort of exclusive entitle-
ment.  Instead, help us to 
be generous and caring 
toward all others, even as 
you have been toward 
each of us.  Help us to be 
faithful followers, never 
failing to reach out in Je-
sus' love to everyone 
around us; this we pray in 
his most holy 

name.  Amen. 

While the scouts were engaged 
in mainly outdoor activities, the 
men attended worship services, 
lectures and workshops. 
  

Rev. Dr. Barry Steiner Ball was 
this year’s keynote speaker. His 
topic was “The Opioid Epidem-
ic: How our Wesleyan heritage 
puts us right on target to re-
spond.” 

  

Entertainment was provided by 
Mercy’s Reign, a trio based in 
Gallipolis, Ohio. 
  

The scouts and men gathered 
for Sunday Worship Service 
and Holy Communion at the 
Jackson’s Mill amphitheater. 

Sandra Steiner Ball, bishop of 
the West Virginia United Meth-
odist Conference, presided. 
  

An offering for disaster relief 
was taken up during the service. 
A total of $795.62 was received. 
  

Those attending the weekend’s 
activities were asked to bring 
buckets filled with cleaning sup-
plies. One scout pack and six 
scout troops brought a total of 10 
buckets. 
 

On Sept. 12 the buckets were 
delivered to the New Vision De-
pot, the West Virginia United 
Methodists’ center in Beaver that 

warehouses and distributes 
disaster relief supplies. 
 

Many of the scout activities 
are funded with proceeds 
from the Arnold Eddy Golf 
Outing. This year’s outing 
was Sept. 6 at the Tygart Val-
ley Golf Course in Grafton. 
The outing had 33 hole spon-
sors and drew 50 golfers, ac-
cording to Paul Hanko of 
Morgantown, co-chairman of 
the event. 
  

Next year’s camporee and 
outing will mark the 100th 
anniversary of the Methodist 
link to scouting. 

‘Man of Year’ story continued 
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The New Vision Depot received the donation of a shrink wrap machine from Dow Chemi-
cal at Institute, WV.  This was spearheaded by our own Joyce French who saw a need and 
took action.  New Vision states that this will make their job a lot easier to wrap all of their 
pallets of flood buckets, health kits and school supply boxes.  Joyce isn’t stopping there, she 
is continuing to help them by locating a forklift for them.   

Shrink Wrap  
Machine Donated 
to New Vision  
Depot 

Thank 

you 

 

Dow 
Chemical 
and Joyce 
French 

Bill Varian (on the fork truck) and Dan Lowther from 
New Vision Depot. 

Sue Lowther from New Vision Depot, Joyce French, Bill Varian and Tim 
Kelchner. 
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by Barbara Boo Brown 

 

I just love Halloween!  I enjoy 
seeing all the costumes and the 
smiling faces of the children as 
they say, “Trick or Treat.”  I 
think I get as excited as the 
kids, just ask my husband. 
 

This year we are calling on all 
groups* of the church to par-
ticipate in the Trunk or Treat 
event by decorating a trunk 
and giving out candy to the 
neighborhood kids.   
 

Because we all love a chal-
lenge (or should I say we love 
a competition) we will be 

awarding a prize for the best 

decorated trunk!  I know that 
your group will come up with 
some really spooktacular ideas. 
 

*We are considering a group 

to be UMW, UMM, UM Youth, 

Divas, Stewards of Fellowship, 

WOW, Church Council, Trus-

tee’s, etc.   
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Peace, Love and Books October 2019  

by Teresa Matheny 

The Power of Serving Others: You Can Start Where You Are  
 by Gary Morsch, Dean Nelson  

 

No one wants to end life's journey wondering: Did my life 
count for something? Did I have a reason for being here? The 
stories in this book show that for people of all ages, income 
levels, and expertise, the answer can be a resounding "Yes!" 
From extraordinary examples -- relief efforts in the aftermath 
of Hurricane Katrina or work in refugee camps in Afghanistan 
-- to localized, everyday actions, the authors demonstrate that 
living a life of service to others, and seeing how lives are 
changed as a result, establishes the meaning and significance 
all humans long for. Moreover, the book provides strategies 
for creating a purposeful life through daily service. The au-
thors prove that the ability to find fulfillment is within reach, 
and that the discovery is waiting to be made in homes, work-
places, communities, neighborhoods, and schools all across 
America. 
 

This book is about changing our world.  It’s not about a revo-
lution, but it is revolutionary.  It’s about serving others – look-
ing at others as people who could use a hand.  It’s about look-
ing at our hands and realizing that they already contain what 
others need.  This book starts with some assumptions – mainly 
that people really do want to help one another and make the 

world better, but they often don’t know how to do it.  It also assumes that people are looking for meaning 
and significance in their lives, but they don’t know how to find them.  They’ve tried accumulating wealth, 
tried increasing excitement, tried exercising authority, but these attempts left them empty. 

 

This book is located on the United Methodist Women reading cart in the church library. 
 
NURTURING FOR COMMUNITY  
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Community Garden still producing 

although activities are winding down 

 

Beans, tomatoes, corn, peppers and zucchini are among the items still being harvested in First Church’s 
Community Garden. 
However, activities are winding down. The water supply will be turned off on or about Oct. 31. 
To register for a plot in the garden next summer, e-mail George Hohmann at g.hohmann48@gmail.com 



Butter Pecan Chocolate Chip Cookies 

Prep Time:  5 minutes 
Cook Time: 7 minutes 
Total Time: 12 minutes 
Makes: 3 Dozen 
From:  The Frugal Girls 

1 box Betty Crocker Butter Pecan Cake Mix  
   (15.25 oz.) 
½ cup Canola or Vegetable Oil 
2 Eggs 
1 bag Nestle Semi-Sweet Morsels (12 oz.) 
1 cup finely chopped Pecans 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
2. Combine cake mix, eggs, and oil in large mixing bowl, and beat well. 
3. Stir in Nestle Morsels and chopped Pecans with spoon. 
4. Chill dough in refrigerator for 1 hour. 
5. After dough has chilled, drop onto ungreased Nonstick Cookie Sheet in rounded 

balls. 
6. Bake for approx. 7 – 9 minutes 

Purchase your  pecans  
from UMW for $10 a pound.   

Look for the pecans  
to arrive mid-October! 
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“Undies Sunday," the annual drive to collect new un-
derwear for distribution through our Conference Mis-
sion Projects, will be held Sunday, October 13, 2019 
across the West Virginia Conference. 
 

Heart and Hand Outreach Ministries asks for your par-
ticipation to support the mission project of the Midland 

South District.  Your collections and donations to Heart + Hand help throughout the 
year.  They are included with Christmas gifts.  Recipients of clothing vouchers to the Heart + 
Hand Thrift Store receive new underwear and socks.  Heart + Hand provides clothing, socks, 
and underwear to residents of recovery facilities, state and federal work release facilities, and 
school counselors and teachers.  Thank you for participating in this annual event! 

Undies Sunday—October 13   
by Vicki Ballengee 
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Graceful Generosity 
Published to help you grow as a steward of God’s grace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over-Spending, Over-Saving, 

and Under-Giving Our Money 

God has provided the members of this con-
gregation with more than enough resources to 
carry out the Lord’s Great Commission to make 
more and better disciples of Jesus Christ. Com-

pared with most of the world we are rich! 

So why are we often short of the finances we 
need for our church’s mission and ministry? 

The answer is: because of three problems. 

♦ Some of us Over-Spend. We escalate luxu-
ries into necessities. We don’t “live within 
our harvest” (Persian proverb.) Living be-
yond our means is poor stewardship of God
-given resources. It leads to financial disas-
ter and many other resultant sins and prob-
lems. Overspending, often through credit 
cards, also limits our ability to share. Some-
one once said, “To become a person of 

means, one has to live within one’s means. 

♦ Others of us Over-Save. We’re so afraid of 
material insecurity that we hoard vast sums 

of money and hate to part with it. If we save  

only for the purpose of amassing money, we 
resemble the “Rich Fool” of Luke 12. When 
saving becomes an end rather than a means to 
reach our financial goals, our money will not 
be spent for the purpose for which God gives 
it to use in the first place, which is to use in 
service to him as a means to help those in 

need and extend his kingdom. 

♦ Those two problems lead to Under-Giving, 
and God’s work languishes from lack of 
funds. It’s a good thing God does not under-
give. We are saved for all eternity because he 
“loved the world so much that he gave his 

only Son . . .” (John 3:16.) When we give 
money away, we break its power over us, 
meet the needs of others, and glorify God. 
We can go be certain that we cannot be ful-
filled unless we are giving of our time, talent, 
and treasure. We were designed by God to 
give as he gives, and he is more willing to 

give us what he can give through us. 

 

God’s Word addresses the problems of Over-

Spending, Over-Saving and Under-Giving! 

Over-Spending 

♦ “In the house of the wise are stores of choice 

food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he 

has” (Proverbs 21:20). 

♦ “The rich rule over the poor, and the borrow-

er is servant to the lender.” (Proverbs 22:7) 

♦ “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 

earth, where moth and rust destroy, and 

where thieves break in and steal” (Matthew 

6:19). 

♦ “Watch out! Be on your guard against all 

kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist 

in the abundance of his possessions” (Luke 

12:15). 
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Get the word out on upcoming events   

Do you have an event you want to advertise on our church website, southcharleston-

firstumc.org? Send your information and a picture, drawing, cartoon, etc. to Barbara Brown 
at cbpnuts@aol.com. We can post information on the Home page and Event page.  Just let 
us know what you would like to highlight and we will make it happen. 
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Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey! 
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Over-Saving 

♦ “But godliness with contentment is great 

gain. For we brought nothing into the 

world, and we can take nothing out of it. 

But if we have food and clothing, we will be 

content with that. People who want to get 

rich fall into temptation and a trap and into 

many foolish and harmful desires that 

plunge men into ruin and destruction. 

♦ For the love of money is a root of all kinds 

of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 

wandered from the faith and pierced them-

selves with many griefs” (1 Timothy 6:6-

10). 

♦ Command those who are rich in this present 

world not to be arrogant nor to put their 

hope in wealth . . .” (1 Timothy 6:17) 

Under-Giving 

♦ “‘Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, 

that there may be food in My House. Test me 

in this,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘and see if I 

will not throw open the floodgates of heaven 

and pour out so much blessing that you will 

not have room enough to contain it’ 

” (Malachi 3:10). 

♦ Jesus said, “Freely you have received, freely 

give” (Matthew 10:8). 

♦ “But just as you excel in everything—in faith, 

in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnest-

ness and in your love for us—see that you 

also excel in this grace of giving” (2 Corin-

thians 8:7). 

On the Lighter Side 

After starting a new diet I altered my drive to 
work to avoid passing my favorite bakery. I acci-
dentally drove by the bakery this morning and as 
I approached, there in the window were a host of 

goodies. 

I felt this was no accident, so I prayed … 

“Lord It’s up to you, if you want me to have any 
of those delicious goodies, create a parking place 
for me directly in front of the bakery.” And sure 
enough, on the eighth time around the block, 
there it was! God is so good!  



Birthdays 

04 Margie Spence, Sue Hawkinberry, 
John Mottesheard, IV 

21 Richard Holleron, Jr 

05 Helen Chapman 22 Jane Duffy, Michael Warwick 

06 Adam Moore 24 Dick Booten 

10 Frances Neff 26 Lorena Castleberry, Jody Pauley 

12 Colton Holleron 27 Bill Spence 

14 Bruce Conrad 30 Connie Rollins 

13 Crystal Crouch 29 Ted Swain 

18 Bud Anderson 31 Kathy Helmick 

19 Norma McDowell, Don Ryan, Jeri 
Whitten, John Mottesheard, III 

  

Anniversaries 

05 Arlene and Dick Booten 16 Marcus and Lisa Workman 

Adam and Kathy Moore 

14 Roy and Kathy Fultineer   

Special Upcoming Events To Remember 

Tuesday, October 1—10:00 a.m. Men’s small group meeting 

Wednesday, October 2—5:45 p.m. Bible Study 

Friday, October 4—6:30 p.m. Faith in Color Group 

Sunday, October 6—Kay Hall Hike for Hunger at 2:00 p.m. at Heart 
+ Hand. (page 3) 
Wednesday, October 9—6:30 p.m. Trustee’s Meeting 

Sunday, October 13—UNDIES SUNDAY (page 9) 
Monday, October 14—11:00 a.m. Anna King Circle 

Monday, October 14—7:00 p.m. Mary Jane VanCamp Circle 

Friday, October 18—6:30 p.m. Faith in Color Group 

Saturday, October 19th—UM Men’s meeting at 9:00 a.m. in social 
hall. 
Sunday, October 20—12:15 p.m. Church Council 
Friday, October 25—5:00—6:30 p.m. Community Dinner 
Thursday, October 31 6-8 p.m.—Trunk or Treat on the church park-
ing lot. (page 7) 
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Suggested articles, questions, 
comments regarding the newslet-
ter should be directed to Barbara 
Brown at 304-542-6197 or via 
email at cbpnuts@aol.com.   
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For Trunk or Treat decoration ideas try:   
 

https://www.thedatingdivas.com › trunk-or-treat-ideas 

https://www.goodhousekeeping.com › holidays › trunk-or-treat-ideas  
https://www.countryliving.com › life › kids-pets › trunk-or-treat-ideas 


