
Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Time flies, right? Already we have celebrated again the high points in the Chris-
tian church year—Christmas, Easter, and soon Pentecost—and now enter the 
summer months. And summer means we have time to REFRESH, RENEW, 
RECHARGE, and REJUVENATE. 
 

Do you think this can happen for you? Do you think you can experience that 
last one especially–REJUVENATE? It means something like, “to become 
young again” or “to regain youthful vigor.” 
 

It seems impossible to turn the clock back. And we know we can’t regain the 
youth we’ve already lived through. 
 

But God is a miracle worker! 
 

Psalm 103: “Praise the Lord5who satisfies your desires with good things so 
that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” 
 

Isaiah 40: “Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.” 
 

Ezekiel 36: “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you.” 
 

2 Corinthians 5: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, 
the new has come!” 
 

Revelation 21: “He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am making every-
thing new!’” 
 

The Lord can provide all that you need for Refreshing Renewal that Recharges 
you in Rejuvenation. He can quicken your step and enliven your soul. He is 
ready and willing to lead you in vigorous faith that takes hold of His gifts and 
multiplies them for blessing of others. Ask and you shall receive—Lord, renew 
my youth! 
 

Don’t forget during all your rejuvenating to continue to support our church with 
the 3 P’s; Prayers, Presence and Pocketbook. I’ll see in church. 

 

Grace and peace, 

 

Pastor Paul 

Rambling Thoughts of a Pastor by Rev. Dave Biondi 
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UMW SPRING MEETING 
SATURDAY, JUNE 22, 2019 

12:00 pm 

SOCIAL HALL 

 

The United Methodist Women invite you 

 to an afternoon luncheon 

Our speaker will be our own Malissa Hohmann, 
 President of Literacy Volunteers of Kanawha County 

Please bring new and gently used children’s books to donate. 

The Ryan family presents a $500 Wes 
Ryan Memorial Scholarships each to Wes-
ley Buckley and Kylie Richo on Sunday, 
May 19th. Congratulations Wesley and 
Kylie! 
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Kroger Community Rewards is one of First Church’s most important fundraising 

programs, generating thousands of dollars each year.  To participate, all you have to do is regis-
ter, shop at Kroger and swipe your Kroger Plus Card.  The program doesn’t cost you a cent and 
the church earns a rebate on your purchases.  To register call Kroger at 1-800-853-3033. A cus-
tomer service representative will request your Kroger Plus Card number and verify your ad-
dress and phone number.  You also will need to give the reward number for First Church: 
JK383 (THIS IS A NEW ACCOUNT NUMBER). You can also register online at:  
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow. 

Tyrand Cooperative Ministries, Inc. 
P.O. Box 365 

Mill Creek, WV  26273 
304 335 2788 

 

"Faith and Action Joined in Love" 
 

Dawn Wells attended the United Methodist Women’s Spiritual Growth Retreat where she was 
issued a challenge:  she was given a five-dollar bill to use as seed money to increase aware-
ness and donations for Tyrand Cooperative Ministries, Inc.  Dawn is asking us, as a congrega-
tion, to help her support and grow this ministry by donating as you feel the need.  Every Sunday, 
there will be a donation jar in the Narthex for your donations.  The following two services are 
what Dawn will be focusing on during this challenge which will last until Spring of 2020. 

 
Back to School Store - Spiral Notebooks, crayons, book bags, erasers, pencils, pens, bot-
tles of glue, scissors, folders, loose leaf paper, highlighters, tissues and rulers.    A dona-
tion of $10.00 will provide all the items listed to one student. 
 
Christmas Store - Toys, socks, underwear, gloves and toboggans are needed for this pro-
gram or a donation of $20.00 per child will allow us to purchase the necessary items. 
 
Other services offered at Tyrand Cooperative Ministries, Inc. are: 
• Food Pantry - Thanksgiving and Christmas Food Baskets are also an outreach of our Food 

Pantry. 
• Home Repair 
• Emergency Assistance is also provided to help with non-narcotic medications, rent and utility 

assistance when funds are available.    We also have a supply of blankets, sheets, pots/
pans, dishes and other household items, appliances and furniture on hand for folks who need 
them.  

• Donations of household items and furniture are always appreciated. 
• Disaster Shelter - Tyrand is an approved Disaster Shelter for Randolph County 
 
If your church or civic group would like to experience a week helping those who are less fortu-
nate give us a call. 
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L I F E  @ 1 S T  C H U R C H  

Summer months are so full of activi-

ties.  College students come home for 

the summer.  Families take vacations. 

Yard work needs to be done. Ball 

games need to be played.  Fish need to 

be caught. Beaches are calling for 

swimming and sunning.  So many ac-

tivities call our church members to be 

away from our church during the sum-

mer. Pastor Paul wants to list our 

events, travel dates, special occasions 

on his calendar so he can pray for safe 

travels or for special needs.  Call Linda 

at 304-744-3211 and let her know of 

your upcoming summer activities, 

planned vacations, scheduled surgeries, 

family reunions, etc. 

 

Remember while you are on the road, 

in another state or recouping at home 

you can connect with First Church 

through the website and listen to 

missed sermons.  Our website is  

southcharlestonfirstumc.org. 

 

It is also nice to attend a service in the 

city you are visiting.  To find a 

Methodist church near your va-

cationing location, visit 

www.umc.org/find-a-church 

and enter the city you are visit-

ing. 

 

As you travel and enjoy your summer, 

share your “God sightings” with us.  

When you find God in unexpected 

places post them on your social media 

pages.  We can’t wait to see what God 

shows you this summer. 

 

Remember if the unexpected happens 

on a trip, broken ankle, car accident, 

etc. let us know so that we can send out 

a timely prayer request. 

 

Have fun, enjoy your summer.  Come 

to church when you can and know that 

we will be here and that we care about 

you and your family. 

 

  

Keep Connected During the Summer 

Stay Connected: 
 

Email:  1stumcsc@gmail.com 

Phone: 304-744-3211 

 



June Prayer by David Biondi 
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Dear Lord Jesus, with the 
coming of June, we find our-
selves in the waning days of 
Eastertide, with the celebra-
tion of Pentecost right 
around the corner.  Long 
ago, when you bid farewell 
to your disciples prior to 
your ascension into heaven 
to take your place at the 
right hand of God the Father, 
you left them with a "Great 
Commission" to go into all 
the world and make disci-
ples.  And then, when the 

Day of Pentecost came, the 
Holy Spirit was poured out 
upon them, giving birth to 
your Church and empowering 
them to bear witness to the 
Good News of the Gospel 
Message for which you came, 
died and rose again.  Help us, 
we pray, to be faithful, faith-

filled witnesses as well here in 
these modern times.  Send 
your Spirit upon us anew that 
we would be strengthened and 
emboldened to be about the 

work of your Holy Church's 
mission and ministry.  Keep 
us ever-mindful of how tru-
ly blessed and privileged 
we are to be your followers, 
and may we never fail to 
reach out in your love to all 
whom we encounter so that 
they too may come to expe-
rience your goodness and 
saving grace in their own 
lives.  This we pray in your 
most holy and precious 
name.  Amen  

Community Garden by George Hohmann 

Community Gardeners are reminded that 
the $30-per-plot annual water fee is due by 
June 1st. 

Sunday School Class on The Beatitudes by Dave Biondi 
 

    A special five-week study on The Beatitudes will be held during the Sunday School hour in the 

Chapel beginning on Sunday, June 23. 
 

    The Beatitudes are the very first of the important Christian precepts which Jesus set forth in his 
well-known Sermon on the Mount.  Specifically, they are nine teachings of our Lord which deal 
with the proper attitudes and practices that make for a truly joyous, meaningful and fulfilling life, 
both personally and in community with others (i.e., the essential qualities of Christian life and liv-
ing which serve to promote genuine blessedness). 
 

    Dave Biondi will be leading the study, and everyone is cordially invited to take part.  For further 
information, call Dave at 304-542-5754.  



L I F E  @ 1 S T  C H U R C H  

9 0 5  G L E N D A L E  A V E N U E ,  S O U T H  
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Peace, Love and Books June 2019  
by Peggy King 

Coffee, Tea, and Holy Water 
One Woman’s Journey to Experience Christianity Around the Globe 

By Amanda Hudson 

 

What do American Christians have in common with believers in other parts of 
the world?  What does “normal” Christianity look like in other countries?  Those 
are some of the questions author Amanda Hudson asked herself while working 
as a barista in a Birmingham, Alabama café. Having been raised in a Christian 
home with “normal” Christian ideals, she began thinking that believers could be 
like coffee – the same but so different.  Amanda decided to take an adventure to 
five countries – Brazil, Wales, Tanzania, China, and Honduras – to find out 
firsthand if cultural differences divide or unify believers around the world.   
 

Amanda finds herself living in conditions that are rustic at best - cold showers, 
no electricity, avoiding parasites and wild animals; then trying not to offend lo-
cal chiefs with her American way of speaking her mind; dancing in church (!); 
listening to church leaders’ concern over declining attendance and apathy; and 
being mindful that she could be arrested by associating with underground Chris-
tians. She spends her time interviewing believers in the different countries and 

recording their testimonies about how they had come to know Jesus and how their lives had changed.  With 
humor and soul searching, Amanda discovers that “once you’ve lived a little outside the box, how can you 
ever go back to it?”  That “Christianity isn’t a box with rigid sides…it is a moving, flowing thing.” She con-
cludes that “when we look around the Lord’s throne one day at the nations assembled there, I think we will 
actually be fascinated by what we all had in common….We all depended on a pursuit of God, and we will 
stand before the throne on that day because we answered the invitation.  We trusted in prayer.  We leaned on 
each other’s fellowship.  We bet our lives on Scripture, and offered worship to an unseen deity.” 

 

I loved reading this book and sometimes laughed out loud, or found myself moved by Amanda’s encounters 
of people with tragic stories to tell.  If you have love of travel and a spirit of adventure, you will definitely 
want to read this one! 
 

From our UMW Reading Library—EDUCATION FOR MISSION 

 

Unclaimed items in the 

kitchen!!  Are these yours?  
If these items belong to you, 
please pick them up from the 
kitchen.  All unclaimed items 

after 6/12/2019 will be donated. 
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Birthdays 

01 Sue Settle 20 Kylie Richo 

03 Jerry Gieseke 21 Linda Eggleton 

05 Gena Ryan, Michael Bumgarner 22 Spencer Fultineer 

06 Lillie Mayes, Lisa Wojcieszak 27 Natalie Price 

09 Beverley Neff 29 Julie Miller 

Anniversaries 

06 Harry and Laura Richo 21 Jack and Helen Chapman 

07 Bill and Linda Nehr 
John and Sarah Ratliff 
Greg and Jeri Whitten 

22 

25 

30 

Andrew and Christine Byrd 

Mike and Sandy Warwick 

Gary and Amy Maynard 

01 Alva and Page Deardorff 
David and Angela Young 

08 Mark and Carrie Hamilton 

02 Sean and Nancy Harter 19  Ken and Catherine Bostic 

Special Upcoming Events To Remember 

Saturday, June 1st—SC General Election 6:00 a.m.  
Tuesday, June 4th  - Finance Committee meeting at 6:00 p.m. in 
Library 

Monday, June 10th—Trustees Meeting at 6:30 p.m.in Library 

Tuesday, June 11th—Men’s Small Group at 10:00 a.m. 

Thursday, June 13—Sunday, June 16—Annual Conference 

Saturday, June 22—UMW Spring Meeting at noon in Social Hall 
Saturday, June 22—UMM Furniture Ministry 

Thursday, June 27-Saturday June 29—UM Women’s Mission U at 
Cedar Lakes 
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Suggested articles, questions, 
comments regarding the newslet-
ter should be directed to Barbara 
Brown at 304-542-6197 or via 
email at cbpnuts@aol.com.   
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Remember to tell us about 
your travels and share your 
pics!  Have fun and take God 
with you on your journey. 


