
Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Kathy and I bid you greetings in the name of a healing God.  I am so 
thankful to receive your cards and emails every day with words of encour-
agement and testimony.   
 

It seems as though the healing process is blazing forward and standing still 
all at the same time.   
 

My brother, Mark, brought my Mom to stay with us and I got home from 
Duke on Monday, June 17.   
 

I am scheduled to see my surgeon on July 3 to remove the final staples and 
set up the rehab schedule.  I am anxious for that time to pass.  Much has 
improved in the last 18 years but the length of time for recovery still lags 
behind.   
 

My thanks to everyone who is stepping forward to continue worship and 
services at FUMC.  I could not do this job without you.   
 

May God continue to bless you and the ministry of First UMC. 

 

Grace and peace, 
 

Pastor Paul 
 

Paul’s address is: 
2124 Fawn Meadow Way, Fuquay-Varina, NC  27526 

 

The above letter was read to the congregation on Sunday, June 23, 2019. 

Rambling Thoughts of a Pastor by Rev. Dave Biondi 
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Annual Conference Highlights 
By David Biondi 
 

    The 2019 West Virginia Annual Conference was held June 13-16 at WV Wesleyan College.  There was an 
overall spirit of joy and camaraderie at Conference (in marked contrast to the animosity and tension that had 
characterized the recent General Conference proceedings back in February), the services of worship and 
preaching were most inspiring, and the business sessions (though quite lengthy, having finished up late in 
the evening on Saturday) accomplished much. 
 

    The following are some highlights from this year's proceedings: 
 

-    1 person was ordained as a Full Deacon, 5 individuals were ordained as Full Elders, 1 person was com-
missioned as a Provisional Deacon, 6 people were commissioned as Provisional Elders, and 16 individuals 
received their licenses as Local Pastors. 
 

-    There were 34 retirees at this year's conference -- and among those was our Midland South District Su-
perintendent Frank Shomo and Conference Treasurer Jim Berner. 
 

-    Joe Hill was named as our incoming District Superintendent for the Midland South District. 
 

-    Jamion Wolford will be succeeding Jim Berner as our Annual Conference Treasurer. 
 

-    Three clergy (Amy Shanholtzer, Jeff Taylor and Lauren Godwin) and three laity delegates (Judi Kenas-
ton, Rick Shaffer and Erin Sears) were elected to the 2020 General Conference. 
 

-    These persons along with three additional clergy and three additional laypersons were elected as dele-
gates to the 2020 Jurisdictional Conference. 
 

-    The 2020 Annual Conference budget was set at $12,877,355.  (This is a 3.55% increase.) 
 

-    Health insurance premiums for clergy are increasing for 2020.  (Family premiums will be increasing 
$235/month, and single premiums will be increasing $32/month.) 
 

-    A 2.5% salary increase was approved for all Annual Conference staff and personnel. 
 

-    Minimum salaries for clergy across all categories will be maintained at the current 2019 levels. 
 

-    A celebration of Spring Heights' 60th anniversary was held -- with Darick Biondi and his seminary room-
mate David Johnston (who had both served as counselors at the camp) providing the music for the Friday 
evening festivities. 
 

-    Various officers to our Conference's organizations, commissions, agencies, boards and committees were 
elected.  (George Hohmann is the president of the Conference United Methodist Men and Ed Altizer is their 
Secretary.  David Biondi will be serving as the president of the board of Heart + Hand Outreach Ministries.)  
 

-    Approximately $7,500 was received in a special offering for on-going Flood Relief ministries here in 
West Virginia. 
 

-    The Conference's Volunteers in Mission will be sending a team to Puerto Rico in February 2020 to assist 
in continuing recovery efforts from the devastation inflicted by Hurricane Maria.  



Kroger Community Rewards is one of First Church’s most important fundraising 

programs, generating thousands of dollars each year.  To participate, all you have to do is regis-
ter, shop at Kroger and swipe your Kroger Plus Card.  The program doesn’t cost you a cent and 
the church earns a rebate on your purchases.  To register call Kroger at 1-800-853-3033. A cus-
tomer service representative will request your Kroger Plus Card number and verify your ad-
dress and phone number.  You also will need to give the reward number for First Church: 
JK383 (THIS IS A NEW ACCOUNT NUMBER). You can also register online at:  
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow. 

Tyrand Cooperative Ministries, Inc. 
P.O. Box 365 

Mill Creek, WV  26273 
304 335 2788 

 

"Faith and Action Joined in Love" 
 

Dawn Wells attended the United Methodist Women’s Spiritual Growth Retreat where she was 
issued a challenge: she was given a five-dollar bill to use as seed money to increase awareness 
and donations for Tyrand Cooperative Ministries, Inc. Dawn is asking us, as a congregation, to 
help her support and grow this ministry by donating as you feel the need. Every Sunday, there 
will be a donation jar in the Narthex for your donations. The following two services are what 
Dawn will be focusing on during this challenge which will last until Spring of 2020. 

 
Back to School Store - Spiral notebooks, crayons, book bags, erasers, pencils, pens, bot-
tles of glue, scissors, folders, loose leaf paper, highlighters, tissues and rulers.   A dona-
tion of $10.00 will provide all the items listed to one student. 
 
Christmas Store - Toys, socks, underwear, gloves and toboggans are needed for this pro-
gram or a donation of $20.00 per child will allow Tyrand to purchase the necessary items. 
 
Other services offered at Tyrand Cooperative Ministries, Inc. are: 
• Food Pantry - Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets are also an outreach of Tyrand’s 

Food Pantry. 
• Home Repair 
• Emergency Assistance is also provided to help with non-narcotic medications, rent and utility 

assistance when funds are available.  Tyrand also have a supply of blankets, sheets, pots/
pans, dishes and other household items, appliances and furniture on hand for folks who need 
them.  

• Donations of household items and furniture are always appreciated. 
• Disaster Shelter - Tyrand is an approved Disaster Shelter for Randolph County 
 
If your church group would like to experience a week helping those who are less fortunate give 
us a call. 
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Mark your calendar:  
The church-wide    
picnic will be  
August 24. 

Rev. Dr. Barry Steiner Ball 
to speak about opioid epidemic 
by George Hohmann 

Rev. Dr. Barry Steiner Ball will speak about “The Opioid Epidemic: How our Wesleyan 
heritage puts us right on target to respond,” during the Annual Gathering of the West Vir-
ginia United Methodist Men, Sept. 6-8, 2019, at Jackson’s Mill. 
  

Barry earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology from The Citadel and a master of divinity 
degree from Duke University. He was then ordained as a United Methodist minister. 
  

Mercy’s Reign will provide the music at the men’s Annual Gathering. The trio of Lisa 
Wheat, Bill Petrea and Willie Church has been singing and traveling the country for years 
spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ through spoken word and song. The group is also na-
tionally known through their many radio singles. 
  

The Annual Gathering also will feature numerous workshops ranging from “Testosterone 
Dreams: The Life of David and Men’s Ministries Today” to “Stress Management,” 
“Understanding E-cigs & vaping,” to “Telling our stories in pictures: best practices for 
visual storytelling.” 

  

Copies of the complete program, including registration information, are available in the 
Narthex. Early Bird registration discounts end Aug. 16. 
  

Plan now to join your fellow Methodist Men at Jackson’s Mill in September! 
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Community Garden by George Hohmann 

It’s not too late to get in the garden 

 It’s not too late to obtain a space in the Community Garden. 
 There’s lots of time left in West Virginia’s growing season, and there’s nothing like a 
fall crop of fresh, tasty produce. 
 To reserve a plot e-mail George Hohmann at g.hohmann48@gmail.com or call him at 
304 419-1916. 

    The United Methodist Wom-
en of First Church welcomed 
summer with their annual 
luncheon on Saturday, June 22.   
The theme for this year’s lunch-
eon was “Literacy”, a fitting 
end to our second quarter mis-
sion project.  Following a light 
lunch of delicious salad, fruit 
and yummy dessert, our own 
Malissa Hohmann, president of 
the Literacy Volunteers of Kan-
awha County, gave a wonderful 
presentation on the work of the 
literacy volunteers.  Her uplift-
ing stories of how her own work 
with individuals made such an 
impact on their lives were in-
spiring.  Although Literacy Vol-
unteers work mostly with 
adults, children still benefit, ei-
ther through direct tutoring or 
as a result of the impact learn-
ing can have on a parent who 
struggles to better themselves in 
their daily lives and in the 
workplace.  After the presenta-
tion, Teresa Matheny presented 
Malissa with a check for 
$100.00 from UMW to assist in 
the literacy program’s work.  
Everyone in attendance was en-
couraged to consider working as 
a literacy tutor.  Teresa Mathe-

Welcome Summer by Jeri Whitten 

ny and I were recognized as 
completing Plan I of the United 
Methodist Women Reading 
Program for 2018.   
 

    I was privileged to attend my 
first meeting of the Board of 
Directors of Heart + Hand on 
Monday, June 17.  Our own Da-
vid Biondi was installed as the 
new president of the Board.  
Jim Snyder also serves on the 
Board, so First Church is well 
represented in our commitment 
to Heart + Hand.  I was aware 
of the good work of Heart + 
Hand as an outreach ministry of 
the United Methodist Church, 
but didn’t realize the extent to 
which H+H sees to the needs of 
families and individuals right 
here in our own community.  
During the summer, when chil-
dren are out of school and not 
receiving breakfast and lunch, it 
is even more important that we 
support H+H with donations to 
the food pantry.  Not only does 
H+H support families with 
food, but with assistance with 
utilities and other essential 
needs.  The Thrift Store is a ma-
jor income-producer, so stop in 
soon and often to look for bar-

gains – and – don’t forget to 
think of H+H when cleaning out 
those closets and getting rid of 
some of your treasures.  I’m 
looking forward to learning 
more and giving more of my 
time and expertise to this wor-
thy ministry. 
 

    The United Methodist Wom-
en will begin our third quarter 
mission project by making eve-
ry Sunday in July an “undie 
Sunday”, collecting underwear 
to be given to our veterans dur-
ing Veteran Stand-Down at the 
VA in Huntington in Septem-
ber.  Please add a package of 
small, medium or large men’s 
undies to your cart while shop-
ping in July, bring them to 
church with you and either 
leave in the basket outside 
Linda’s office or on the prayer 
rail in the sanctuary.  August 
will be “T-shirt Sunday”, again 
collecting for our veterans. 
 

    From all the “church ladies”, 
we hope you have a wonderful 
and happy summer, with safe 
travels and new adventures.  
Until next time. 

 



L I F E  @ 1 S T  C H U R C H  

P A G E  6  

The Trustees have been trying since last year to figure out a safe way to change the lightbulbs in 

the Sanctuary without someone having to climb up 30 feet on a ladder.  We thought we had a man 

lift that was going to be brought to the church but that didn't happen.  SO...we had to do it the old 

fashion way by climbing a ladder.  We want to give a big thank you to: Bennie Warden, Mike 

Warwick, Jerry Taylor, Bill Nehr, Dave Watson and Dave Biondi.  Dave Biondi was the coura-

geous soul that climbed the ladder to change the lightbulbs in 11of the light fixtures. A lot of peo-

ple don't realize there are four lightbulbs in each light fixture, so that's a lot of climbing up and 

down a ladder.   

Let there be light! by Joyce French 

As God said, 

"Let there be 

light".  Hopeful-

ly this project 

won't have to be 

accomplished 

again for many 

years.   



July Prayer by David Biondi 

Almighty and eternal God, 
with the month of July upon 
us, we are mindful of the an-
niversary and celebration of 
our nation's independ-
ence.  We give you thanks 
and praise for the freedoms 
and liberties with which you 
have blessed us as American 
citizens.  We are truly privi-

leged, for we enjoy a quality of 
life which so many people liv-
ing in our world can only 
dream of.  Forgive us, O God, 
when we would take these 
blessings for granted, and fill 
our hearts with prayerful com-
passion for those who live 
elsewhere under the tyranny of 
fear and oppression.  Motivate 
us so that we might serve as 

appreciative and responsible 
citizens of this great nation of 
ours whereby we would en-
deavor to promote your holy 
Kingdom in our midst.  And 
help us to work for peace and 
justice both here at home and 
all throughout the world; in 
the name of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ we 
pray.  Amen.  
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Peace, Love and Books July 2019  
by Ruth Conrad 

An Invisible Thread  by Laura Schroff & Alex Tresniowski  
 

There is an old Chinese proverb that says, “An invisible thread con-
nects those who are destined to meet, regardless of time, place, and 
circumstance.  The thread may stretch or tangle. But it will never 
break.”  The sentiment behind this proverb describes to perfection 
the relationship between Laura, a single white woman, living in 
New York and making her name in the glamorous world of advertis-
ing and Maurice, an eleven year old African American boy hustling 
on the streets, calling out to anyone who might throw a few coins, 
or on a good day, a dollar or two, so he can eat that day.  Maurice’s 
family is like so many others, addicted to drugs, barely scraping by, 
not bothering to take care of themselves, much less him or his sib-
lings. 

This story takes you on a journey of what happens with Laura and Maurice.  There are many 

high points and some low points along the way, but, in the end, it is a story of hope, redemp-

tion, truth and the amazing power of unconditional love.  Along the way, both Laura and 

Maurice learn valuable life lessons from each other.  It is a story of the power of what can 

happen when you dare to take a second look, when you listen to that little voice in your head 

that says “yes” when all the other voices around you are saying “no”.  It is a story that will 

touch your heart and leave you a little more apt to take a chance now and then. 

From our UMW Reading Library—SOCIAL ACTION 
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Stewards of the Gospel 
God wants all believers to be willing to tell 

others what he is doing in their lives. He exhorts 
us to proclaim the Gospel in our homes, neigh-
borhoods, communities, and throughout the 
world. Each one of us is God’s chosen instru-
ments to reflect his power in and through us. As 

Paul wrote to the church in Corinth: 

“You yourselves are our letter, written on 

our hearts, known and read by everybody. 

You show that you are a letter from Christ, 

the result of our ministry, written not with 

ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not 

on tablets of stone but on tablets of human 

hearts.”  2 Corinthians 3:2-3 

All believers have a testimony. Are you shar-
ing it? What do others say your testimony is? 
God can help you become a person in whose life 
others can see that he is clearly working. He 
wants to make us vessels through which others 

see the character and nature of Christ. 

Being a Steward through Influence 

Story one: 

In 1871, the New York Herald Newspaper 
sent Henry M. Stanley in search of David Liv-
ingstone, long overdue from his third trip into 

Africa. He found the missionary in Central Afri-
ca and spent four months with him. Stanley 
went to Africa a confirmed atheist, but Living-
stone’s influence … his piety, gentleness, and 
zeal … won him over. Stanley became a Chris-
tian, saying, “I was converted by him, although 
he had not tried to do it.” Livingstone was a 

good steward of his daily influence. 

 

Story two: 

Centuries ago a young monk went on a preaching 
tour with the famed St. Francis of Assisi. But to the 
young monk’s surprise, St. Francis simply mingled 
with the people without preaching a single sermon. 
His explanation, “my child, we were preaching as 
we walked and talked with people.” The steward-

ship of influence! 

Keeping Faith 

A young pastor and his wife, having agreed that 
they would tithe of their income, had paid their tithe 
regularly and faithfully throughout a period of two 

or three years. 

There came a day when hospital bills, and expen-
sive cross-country move, and one or two other 
emergency situations produced a financial crisis. 
For the first time in their young married life they 
found themselves hard pressed for funds and faced a 
difficult decision: should they take the tithe out of 
their small salary as usual, or should they spend 
their pittance for their own needs and make an entry 
on their books that they “owed the Lord” the pro-

portionate amount? 

It was then that the young wife’s faith came to the 
rescue. “When we agreed to tithe,” she said, “we did 
not stipulate that we would pay the tenth in good 
times and hold out in bad times. How can we expect 
God to see us through if he can’t count on us in dark 

days?” With that, they paid up their pledge.  

Graceful Generosity 
Published to help you grow as a steward of God’s grace. 
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Years afterward, in telling of this experi-
ence, the young husband said, “Nothing gave 
us so much assurance of the companionship of 
God during those days as the sure knowledge 
that we had kept faith with him when all about 

us was dark.” 

Devoted Stewards 
Christian stewardship is more than being an 

agent or administrator of God’s property. As 
God’s stewards, Christ controls us and we live 

for him. 

“For Christ’s love compels us, because we 

are convinced that one died for all, and 

therefore all died. And he died for all, that 

those who live should no longer live for 

themselves but for him for him who died 

for them and was raised again.” 2 Corin-

thians 5:14-15 

As stewards, we have a full time vocation 
and a full time calling. Thus, our stewardship 
calls for total devotion. It is a way of life that is 
expressed in conduct, character, and actions. 
Jesus places us in a position of high status. He 
said, “I no longer call you servants, because a 

servant does not know his master’s business. 

Instead I have called you friends, for every-

thing that I learned from my Father, I have 

made known to you” (John 15:15). We can be 
faithful in our stewardship because God gives 
us what we need in order to accomplish his 

purposes for our lives through us. 

The Apostle Paul told us that our status is 
raised above a servant level in a Master-servant 

relationship. He wrote, “For we are God’s fellow 

workers; you are God’s field, God’s building” (1 
Corinthians 3:9). God uses us as his fellow work-
ers. God’s purpose becomes our purpose. We 
work together with our heavenly Father to unite 
all people under the Lordship of Jesus. The Mas-
ter and fellow worker partnership grows into a 

Father and son relationship. 

“So you are no longer a slave, but a son; 

and since you are a son, God has made 

you also an heir.” Galatians 4:7 

As sons, we become part of a family that works 
together, and we love one another. As part of a 
family, we are given responsibilities. As a family, 

we have common purposes and goals. 

In his sovereignty, God has chosen to make us 
his stewards with all privileges and responsibilities 
of stewards. May God grant us the faith, strength, 
and wisdom to be the stewards he wants us to be. 

Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey! 

© Copyright Parish Publishing, LLC l May not be copied without permission. l www.parishpublishing.org 



Birthdays 

07 Carol Good 21 Ginger Triplett 

09 Jim Snyder, Corene Mundy 22 Roy Fultineer 

12 Toni Brown 23 Gary Anderson 

14 Robert Deitz, Sandy Horton 27 Peggy Kourey, Barbara Warwick, 
Jaime Snyder 

15 Andrew Byrd, Bill Nehr 30 Page Deardorff 

18 Pattie Helmick   

16 Dorothy Harrison 31 Emma Jean Thomas 

Anniversaries 

17 Danny and Jeanne Murphy 

Robert and Chandra Massey 

30 Pat and Cheryl Holbrook 

19 Tom and June Bumgarner   

Special Upcoming Events To Remember 

Wednesday, July 10th— Trustees Meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday, July 21—Church Council at 12:15 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 20th—Finance Committee at 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday, August 24th—Church-wide picnic at Little Creek Park 
11:00 a.m. 
 

Do you have an event you want to advertise on our church website, 
southcharlestonfirstumc.org? Send your information and a picture, 
drawing, cartoon, etc. to Barbara Brown at cbpnuts@aol.com. We 
can post information on the Home page and Event page.  Just let us 
know what you would like to highlight and we will make it happen. 
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Suggested articles, questions, 
comments regarding the newslet-
ter should be directed to Barbara 
Brown at 304-542-6197 or via 
email at cbpnuts@aol.com.   
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Remember to tell us about 
your travels and share your 
pics!  Have fun and take God 
with you on your journey. 


