
Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Being as I have been filling in for Pastor 
Paul, I thought I might share a few rambling 
thoughts of my own regarding a special up-
coming worship opportunity. 
 
To begin our observance of the holy season 
of Lent, we will have a special Ash Wednes-
day Worship Service on March 6 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Chapel.  During the service, the 
traditional imposition of ashes will be placed 
on the foreheads of those in attendance (symbolizing our human 
finitude and mortality) in that it is from the ashes and dust of the 
Earth that we came into being and that it is back to ashes and dust 
that we will one day return. 
 
This solemn, yet poignant service of worship will mark the beginning 
of the forty days of Lent -- a season calling us to spiritual introspec-
tion, repentance and renewal so that we may be properly prepared 
to participate in the passion, death and resurrection of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.  Everyone is cordially invited and encouraged 
to take part.  
 

Grace and peace, 
 

Rev. Dave Biondi 

Rambling Thoughts of a Pastor by Rev. Dave Biondi 
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General Conference Follow Up Session for 

Interested Laity 

 

On Thursday, March 28 from 6:30-8:30 

p.m. Bishop Steiner Ball will hold a meeting 
with the Laity of the District to discuss the 
Special Session at General Conference at St 

Marks UMC.  All are welcome to attend.   
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The DIVAS are 
currently looking 
into creating a 
group to provide 
babysitting on 
Tuesdays from 
7:30 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m.  If you are 
interested and 
want to learn more 
about this, please 
see me or text/call 
me at 304-542-

6197. 
 

Barbara Brown 

Seems like we hear about the opi-
oid epidemic daily.  I would say 
we all know someone who has 
been affected by the opioid crisis.  
Like many, I feel helpless.  I want 
to help but didn’t know where to 
start.   
In February I met with Marie Bea-
ver the executive director of Rea 

of Hope, Inc.  The mission of Rea 
of Hope is to provide safe afforda-
ble housing for West Virginia 
women in a positive homelike en-
vironment that fosters recovery 
from alcohol and/or drug addic-
tion and promotes self-sufficiency.  
In October 2018, they celebrated 
200 Graduates!  Which meant 331 
children were reunited with their 
mommies, 400 moms and dads got 
their daughter back and hundreds 
of siblings reconnected with their 
sister.  How awesome is that? 

So, what does it mean to graduate 
from the program?  While living 
at Rea of Hope a minimum of six 
months, the women find and 
maintain employment, attend and 
become active in Alcoholics and 
Narcotics Anonymous, remain 
alcohol/drug free and begin to re-
build relationships with their chil-
dren and family.  Some ways indi-
viduals can help with this success-

ful program: 
♦ Financial contributions 

♦ Donate items for their Silent 
Auction at their only fund-

raising event in May 
(paintings, jewelry, services) 

♦ Get a group together and paint 
a room 

♦ Cook a meal for the ladies 

♦ Do a craft with them  
♦ Purchase items they need all 

the time:  towels (body size 
only), twin sheets, pillow cas-
es - PURCHASE WHITE 
ITEMS ONLY.  Toilet paper, 
paper towels, laundry baskets, 
laundry detergent, umbrellas, 
tooth brushes, bath scrunchies, 
etc. 

♦ Provide  two hours of babysit-
ting in the evening so that the 
mothers may attend 
a meeting.   

 

  

Rea of Hope, Inc. – A sober living home for women 

 in recover from drug and/or alcohol addiction. 
www.reaofhope.org)  

Located at 1429 Lee Street E, Charleston, WV 

by Barbara Brown 



March Prayer by David Biondi 
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Almighty and eternal God, as 
we enter into the month of 
March, we recognize that the 
cold days of winter are quickly 
passing and that Spring is just 
around the corner.  In these 
days as we witness the renewal 
of your glorious Creation with 
the blooming of the flowers 
and the budding of trees, may 
its beauty and splendor inspire 
a desire for renewal within us 
as well -- especially being as 
we find ourselves preparing to 

embark upon the holy season of 
Lent.  During these 40 days of 
preparation in anticipation of 
Easter and the glorious Resurrec-
tion of your Son, may we keep a 
holy Lent by committing our-
selves to thoughtful introspection 
and reflection in order that those 
areas of our lives in which we 
fall short of your will and pur-
pose for us may be rededicated 
to your glory and to the ministry 
of your Kingdom.  Help us to 
repent of our sins and wrongdo-

ings and to acknowledge our 
deficiencies so that, by your 
grace, we may come to expe-
rience a Spring-like revitaliza-
tion in our spiritual journey 
and relationship with you.   
This we pray in the most 
blessed name of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.   

 

Inviting all women of the 
church to attend the 60th 
Spiritual Growth Retreat on 
March 22 & 23 at Cedar 

Lakes in Ripley.  For a 
registration form, see 
Linda or pick one up in 
the Narthex.   Deadline 

to register is March 

8th.   

 

You do not need to be a 
member of United 
Methodist Women to at-
tend this retreat.  Ripley 
is approximately 45 
minutes away, so you 
don’t have to stay over-
night. 
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Valentine’s Day Dinner 

Thanks to Kim and Don Barnard for fixing a wonder-
ful Italian meal.  Thanks to all the youth who helped 
serve and kept our plates full and drinks flowing. 
Thanks to Zeke Hampton and Trey Bennett for the 
live entertainment! 
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Parent’s Night Out 

We hosted 17 young people 
and supplied a fun night of 
pizza, cupcakes, singing, 
Simon Says, musical 
chairs, and a valentine- 
themed craft project.  
Thanks to all that made this 
a great outreach ministry.   
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Is it time to refresh 
your red “Church 

Can Happen Any-

where” T-shirt?  Or 
maybe, you just want 
a different style shirt, 
or you don’t have 
one?  Well, you are 
in luck because the 
“Church Can Hap-

pen Anywhere” T-

shirt campaign has 
started up again!  We 
are taking orders for 
the red T-shirts until 
March 24th.   

 

In addition, we have 
a new style shirt, as 
well.  The sleeveless 
T-shirt is a Woman’s 
style shirt, which has 
the “Church Can 

Happen Anywhere” 
phrase on the back, 
even though it’s not 
pictured. 
           
An order form is 
posted on the bulle-
tin board across from 
the water fountain, 
on the main level.   
You can also contact 

Dawn Wells to place your order or if you have any questions - (304) 415
-3268.  Money due upon delivery of shirts.  

T-Shirt Order by Dawn Wells 



Spring Cleaning is just around the corner.  A new shipment of Zeph-

yr Brooms has arrived. Be sure to get a new broom to sweep out the 
cobwebs.   At $10 a broom, you could pick one up for your next 
door neighbor, bff, or daughter-in-law.   Check with the office or the 
UM Women to make a purchase. 
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An Irish Blessing: May God grant you always . A sunbeam to warm you, a 
moonbeam to charm you, a sheltering Angel so nothing can harm you. Laughter to 
cheer you. Faithful friends near you. And whenever you pray, Heaven to hear you.”  

Spring Cleaning—Get Your Broom 

Community Gardners to organize on March 31 by George Hohmann 

 There will be a Community Gardeners organizational meeting at 12:30 p.m. on Sun-
day, March 31, in the social hall. 
 Plots for the 2019 growing season will be assigned on a first-come, first-served basis. 
The cost per plot must be paid before a plot will be assigned. Last year $30 per plot was col-
lected to defray the cost of water. The 2019 season’s cost will be determined at this meeting. 
 Also, at the meeting, a work day for clearing debris and mending the fence will be set. 
In addition, those attending will decide when to turn the water on. 
 If you want a plot you should plan to attend. If you know of someone who might want 
a plot, please invite them to this important meeting. 
 Please bring a snack to share. 
 Questions? E-mail George Hohmann at g.hohmann48@gmail.com or call him at 304 
419-1916. 

BEFORE 
AFTER 

Update to Sanctuary 

Thanks to Bennie Warden who made the 
wooden valence to cover the screen, Sue War-
den who stained it, and the men of the church 
who climbed great heights to install it.  It looks 
fabulous.   
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2019 Community Dinner Schedule 

 

Each dinner will be from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Groups that want to 

host a dinner, please let Dawn Wells know which date you would like. 
 

Friday, March 29—??? 

Friday, April 26—DIVAS 

Friday, May 31—UM Women 

Friday, June 28 

Friday, July 26 

Friday, August 23 

Friday, September 27—UM Men 

Friday, October 25 

Friday, November 22—DIVAS 

Community Dinners 

   

**We have no host for March’s Community 

Dinner.** We are looking for  groups to volunteer 

to host the Community Dinners.  If you have a group 
that would like to participate in this outreach ministry, 
please let Dawn Wells or Linda Nehr know.  Not sure 
you have enough people? Small groups could combine 
efforts.  Maybe your group wants to just provide des-
serts for a dinner  - what a wonderful idea—we’ll 
work with that.  Just give us a call.  Dawn Wells (304) 
415-3268 or Linda Nehr (304) 744-3211. 

Kroger Community Rewards is one of First Church’s most important fundraising 

programs, generating thousands of dollars each year.  To participate, all you have to do is regis-
ter, shop at Kroger and swipe your Kroger Plus Card.  The program doesn’t cost you a cent and 
the church earns a rebate on your purchases.  To register call Kroger at 1-800-853-3033. A cus-
tomer service representative will request your Kroger Plus Card number and verify your ad-
dress and phone number.  You also will need to give the reward number for First Church: 
JK383 (THIS IS A NEW ACCOUNT NUMBER). You can also register online at:  
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow. 
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How would you like to take control of your 
health, increase your strength and stamina,  
just generally feel more comfortable in your 
skin and feel more calm and happy?  Join in 
the Whole 30 group.  If you are not sure if 
this is for you, just come to the first class 
and check it out.  Classes will be five weeks 
long during our Lenten season.   
 

The first class will begin Saturday, March 

16, 2019 at 10:30 a.m. in the Church Parlor.   
After our meeting join Gena Ryan for a 
Body Groove Exercise class.   If you have 
any questions, feel free to contact me 304-

539-3044.   Kim Barnard   
 

YOU CAN DO THIS!   

Body Groove Exercise Class by Gena Ryan 

Something for Everyone—Men, Women, Boys and 
Girls 

 

Everyone needs to exercise. We think, "it's too hard 
for me, I can't move very well."  In our case, you 
do what you can do, as little or as much. We're 
starting an exercise group on Saturday mornings 

at 11:00 a.m. in the youth room. (where the floors 
are wooden- easier on the legs and feet) There is no 

real leader, we have a video leader. All you do is follow her lead and the group she has in 
her video. You simply move around the room, moving different parts of the body from your 
feet to your hands. If you can't walk to the youth room, take the elevator from the main 
floor.  It's very simple, you do what you want, you sweat if you want to sweat, you put forth 
as much or as little as you want. It's up to you. The important thing is that you will be mov-
ing. Sitting on the couch watching Saturday morning TV is what we all want to do, but is 
that what's best for us?  Probably not, it's up to you. BROWB (Bring Your Own Water Bot-
tle). Everyone is welcome, bring a friend or neighbor.  
 

Beginning, Saturday, March 16.  If the group wants to meet another time during the week, 
it can be done.  You just need someone to start the video! 

Whole 30 Class by Kim Barnard 



Snow Day Program by Barbara Brown 

Thanks to all of those who helped with the Snow Day Program (aka Work Stoppage) during the recent teachers 
strike.  Sara Hampton was interviewed and the program highlighted on the WOWK-13 news broadcast on Feb-
ruary 19, 2019.  When it was announced that school would be cancelled on Tuesday, one area mother found her-
self in a panic.  She searched on Facebook for a solution and found the Snow Day Program at our church.  She 
said that it was just down the road from her home.  This is a successful community outreach program.  God 
Bless all that helped and provided entertainment and food.  One the first day we had 24 children join us and on 

the second day we had 32 children. 

To see the video of the news story visit:  https://www.wowktv.com/news/local-news/community-pulls-together-

to-create-many-work-stoppage-programs/1794622957 

Mar 10, 2019 - Daylight Saving Time Starts 
Remember to turn your clocks FORWARD—Spring Forward. 

Easter Flowers by Joyce French 

It is time to place your orders for flowers that will beautify our Sanctuary for Easter.  When you place your or-
ders, we will need your payment.  The last day to place flowers will be Sunday, March 31st.   The following 

will be the choices this year:  

 6.5” Tulips for $8.50,  

 6.5” Hyacinths for $8.50, and  

 6” Hydrangea for $18.00.    

Please let Linda know if you want to place an order.  Remember payment is due when ordered. 
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6.5” Tulips for $8.50,  6.5” Hyacinths $8.50  6” Hydrangea for $18.00  



The Reading Program encourages members to think critically about current issues through an annual selection 
of member-reviewed books. It offers an excellent opportunity to deepen your spirituality and to broaden your 

understanding of our mission work.  

For 140 years, United Methodist Women have been involved in mission that includes prayer, study, and ac-
tion. The Reading Program is a study opportunity, but it should also lead to action. The purpose of the program 

is to encourage United Methodist Women members to: 

♦ Expand understanding of and participation in God’s mission. 

♦ Increase sensitivity to all human beings—their needs, interests, and concerns. 

♦ Encourage critical thinking about issues facing humanity today. 

♦ Grow in understanding of Scripture as it relates to Christian faith in contemporary life. 

♦ Enhance self-knowledge and act from that knowledge. 

♦ Strengthen involvement in local and global Christian mission. 
 

United Methodist Women’s Reading Program Plans  

Plan I: 5 Books Per Year – 1) One book from each category: Education for Mission, Leadership Development, 

Nurturing for Community, Social Action, and Spiritual Growth.  2)  Regular reading of Response magazine.    

Plan II: 10 Books Per Year – 1) Two books from each category: Education for Mission, Leadership Develop-
ment, Nurturing for Community, Social Action, and Spiritual Growth.  2)  Regular reading of Response maga-

zine. 

Plan III: 15 Books Per Year -1) Two books from each category: Education for Mission, Leadership Develop-
ment, Nurturing for Community, Social Action, and Spiritual Growth. 2)  PLUS 5 additional books from any 

category. 3)  Regular reading of Response magazine. 

Plan IV: 20 Books Per Year – 1) Two books from each category: Education for Mission, Leadership Develop-

ment, Nurturing for Community, Social Action, and Spiritual Growth.  2)  PLUS 10 additional books from any 

category.  3)  Regular reading of Response magazine. 

The following are the just-purchased books for the United Methodist Women Reading Program 2019: 

EDUCATION FOR MISSION 

The Mission-minded Guide to Church and School Partnerships by Jake McGlothi  

  

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

Eleanor: A Spiritual Biography by Harold Ivan Smith  

    

NURTURING FOR COMMUNITY 

The Same Sky by Amanda Eyre Ward  

      

SOCIAL ACTION 

Where Do We Go From Here? by Martin Luther King, Jr.  

   

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

Spoken Into Being by Michael E. Williams  

 

     

United Methodist Women Reading Program books are located on our book cart in the Church Library.  Please 
follow the directions listed on the clipboard attached to the cart to check out books.  Please return books 
promptly!  Feel free to share your book recommendations with your fellow United Methodist Women as well 
as other church family. 
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Peace, Love and Books March 2019  
by Teresa Matheny 
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 Rev. Mark Flynn, senior pastor at Morris 
Memorial United Methodist Church, will offer a 
presentation titled “The Lost History of the E.U.B. 
Church,” on March 2 in the social hall. 
 Refreshments will be served from 8:30 to 9 
a.m. Flynn’s presentation will be from 9 to 10 
a.m. The public is invited.  The event is FREE. 
 Flynn is the senior pastor at Morris Memorial United Methodist 
Church. He has a keen interest in the history of the Evangelical United Breth-
ren Church, the Methodist Church, and the 1968 merger that formed the Unit-
ed Methodist Church. 
 Flynn’s family attended First Church from mid-1968 through the end 
of 1973. At the time his family lived on Montrose Drive, just a few houses 
from the school. His father, also a pastor, was teaching at Morris Harvey. 
 Flynn was confirmed at First Church. He was a patrol leader in Troop 
195, the Scout troop chartered by First Church’s United Methodist Men. He 
received his God and Country Award while at First Church. 
 He became an Eagle Scout after the family moved to Tyler County. 
 “Wendell Eskew was the pastor when we came to First Church and 
John Geary was the pastor when we left,” Flynn recalled. “My Dad filled in 
for a matter of weeks or months one time when one of the pastors was ill. 
When I entered ministry, John Geary was my first district superintendent.” 

 “My Dad’s last pastorate was at Central in Charleston,” Flynn said. 
“Dad was diagnosed with cancer in September 1986. Within a few months he 
and Mom returned to Montrose Drive. Sometime after Dad’s death Mom 
came back to First Church. Her name was Shirley.” 

 Flynn’s March 2 presentation is sponsored by First Church’s United 
Methodist Men. 

March 3, 2019 (Eighth Sunday after the Epiphany/Transfiguration Sunday): 

    Luke 9:28-36 -- "Listen!" 

March 6, 2019—Ash Wednesday Service 7:00 p.m. in Chapel 
 

March 10, 2019 (First Sunday in Lent): 

    Luke 4:1-13 -- "Seeing Through Satan's Lies" 

By David Biondi 

 

Upcoming Scripture Readings and Sermons  

The UM Men 
will sponsor 
Rev. Mark 
Flynn’s 
presentation on 
church history 
on March 2 
from 9 to 10 in 
the social hall.  
Refreshments 
begin at 8:30 
a.m. 
 

The public is 
invited. 

Rev. Mark Flynn to give presentation on church history 
by George Hohmann 



Ed Altizer’s Blanket Brigade by Barbara Brown 
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Small Group Study FREE Resource Available at 
www.wvumc.org 
Seeds of Hope: Where Faithfulness Grows, a new 6-week study for small 
groups, Bible studies, personal devotion, etc., is now available FREE for all 

West Virginia Conference churches through our District offices. 

“Lent is a journey we take with Christ and one another” Bishop Sandra Stei-
ner Ball writes in the introduction to the 40-page booklet. “It is a journey 
that helps us to focus on our discipleship formation…In this Lenten journey, 
we are called to reflect on how our faithful response to Christ bears fruit in 

our own lives and in the lives of those around us.” 

Written by Rev. Jonathan Dierdorf (Rainelle & Bascom UMCs, Greenbrier 
District) with weekly reflections from WVUMC Director of Discipleship, Leadership and Congregational 
Vitality Ken Willard, Seeds of Hope: Where Faithfulness Grows includes scripture, commentary, stories, 

and personal witness to help spark conversations and encourage growth in discipleship.   

You can download the 40-page booklet for FREE (PDF file) at www.wvumc.org. 

A few weeks ago, Ed Altizer stood at the podium and announced a need for blan-
kets.  He had been volunteering at another church and noted that they had no blan-
kets to give out.  He stated his concern for individuals served by the program, es-
pecially with the weather turning cold.  He asked us if we had any blankets to 
bring them to the church and he would take them on his next trip.  I asked Ed how 
many blankets he delivered and was pleased our church had donated 12 warm 
blankets.  Ed is expecting to have a few more blankets donated to the church.   I 
am so glad that Ed saw and need and asked us to help.   

Hebrews 13:16 

And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices 

God is pleased. 

May 4 work day planned at Spring Heights by George Hohmann 

 

 You are invited to join First Church’s United Methodist Men for a work day at Spring 
Heights on Saturday, May 4. 
 Spring Heights is the camping and outdoor facility of the West Virginia Annual Confer-
ence of the United Methodist Church. The camp is on 950 acres of rolling hills just north of 
Spencer in Roane County. 
 Tasks for every age group and skill level will be available during the work day. There 
will be a carpool from First Church. Additional details will be available in the coming weeks. 
 



Birthdays 

01 Larry Wolfe 20 Sydney Young 

03 Sharen Sumpter-Deitz 21 William Holbrook 

05 Renee Swisher, Karen Buckley 22 Spencer Fultineer 

15 Sara Hampton 29 Susie Brewer, Christopher Matheny 

16 Laura Good 30 Fern Swisher 

10 Walter Coleman 25 Lisa Workman 

14 Paul Smith 27 Alva Deardorff, Gary Good, Laura 
Richo 

11 Betty Jo Johnson 26 Cody Buckley 

Anniversaries 

09 George and Malissa Hohmann   

    

Special Upcoming Events To Remember 

Friday, March 1st—6:30 p.m. Your Faith in Color 
Saturday, March 2nd—9:00 a.m. UM Men social hall—Rev. Mark 
Flynn’s Presentation 

Tuesday, March 5th—10:00 a.m. Men’s Small Group Meeting 

Wednesday, March 6th—7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 

Saturday, March 9th—9:00 a.m. Pinewood Derby in social hall 
Monday, March 11th—11:00 a.m. Anna King Circle 

Monday, March 11th—7:00 p.m. Mary Jane VanCamp Circle in Parlor 

Friday, March 15th— 6:30 p.m. Your Faith in Color 
Saturday, March 16th—10:30 a.m. Whole 30 in Parlor 
Saturday, March 16th—11:00 a.m. Body Groove Exercise Youth Rm 

Friday, March 22 and Saturday, March 23—UMW Retreat at Ce-
dar Lakes in Ripley, WV 

Saturday, March 23rd—10:30 a.m. Whole 30 in Parlor 
Saturday, March 23rd—11:00 a.m. Body Groove Exercise Youth Rm 

Sunday, March 24th—12:15—Church Council 
Thursday, March 28th—6:30 –8:30 p.m. General Conference Fol-
low-up at St. Marks UMC 

Friday, March 29th—5:00 p.m.—Community Dinner 
Saturday, March 30th—10:30 am. Whole 30 in Parlor 
Saturday, March 30th—11:00 a.m. Body Groove Exercise Youth Rm 

Saturday, March 30th—6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts Blue/Gold Dinner 
Sunday, March 31st—12:30 Community Garden meeting in Social 
Hall 
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Suggested articles, questions, 
comments regarding the newslet-
ter should be directed to Barbara 
Brown at 304-542-6197 or via 
email at cbpnuts@aol.com.   
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Update report at the close of the General Conference 2019 

  

Once again there were challenging, and painful conversations shared on this last day of the special called ses-
sion of General Conference. The day began with worship and prayer. The Legislative Committee forwarded 
its affirmation of the Traditional plan to the Plenary session for final perfection and vote.  There was addi-
tional discussion of the One Church plan. 
 

The One Church plan came to the plenary floor as a minority report.  That plan was defeated after further dis-
cussion.  There was a report from the Judicial Council in response to a request for a declaratory decision on 
the constitutionality of the items affirmed by the legislative committee.  The Judicial Council declared sever-
al affirmed items unconstitutional.  This information indicated where delegates would need to make amend-
ments in order to bring items into constitutionality. The delegates continued work on discussing and perfect-
ing the Traditional Plan into the afternoon. 
 

It was clear in the deliberations that The United Methodist Church is not of one mind when it comes to the 
inclusion of LGBTQ persons in the life and the leadership of the church. The conversations today caused 
pain for people throughout our global church. There was harm done to people across the theological spec-
trum.  In our global connection, there are some who are grieved by and disappointed with the decisions made 
by the General Conference. Members of the LGBTQ community expressed their pain during the deliberation 
on petitions and plans. Again, pray for those who are grieving and in pain. Pray for Christ’s healing, comfort, 
peace, and hope. 
 

In the afternoon the General Conference voted to support the Traditional Plan. We will have to wait for the 
exact wording of the disciplinary changes since amendments were made and some constitutionality of what 
was passed has been questioned.  However, the traditional stance and practice of the church was maintained, 
meaning that the stance of The United Methodist Church on same-gender marriage and ordination was not 
changed.   
 

We encourage you to pray for those who were harmed in the midst of the General Conference conversations 
and debate. We encourage you to pray for the healing of our United Methodist Church. 
  

The Wespath petitions regarding our Pension program were passed.  There were also additional petitions af-
firmed that were referred to the Judicial Council for a declaratory decision.  We will not know the status of 
these petitions and their effect and impact until after the Judicial Council meets and makes their ruling. 
  

The General Conference 2019 session has adjourned, but now our most important work continues and needs 
our focus and attention.  Christ calls us now to move on as The United Methodist Church in the West Virgin-
ia Conference and around the world to fulfill Christ’s Mission and Commission. 
 

The people of our Conference area need those of us who have accepted and know Christ to be a fresh wind of 
God’s Spirit. God’s transforming power is needed by the people in our communities and in our churches. 
People need God’s healing power. People need the life that only Christ can give. 
 

There are people who need a cup of clean cold water, food to eat, clothes to wear, shelter, medical care, edu-
cation, and a way to care for their families. There are people who need to know that someone, somewhere 
really does care about them.  They need the love and care and blessing of Christ. This is something we are 
called to give. We have been blessed by Christ to be a blessing to others. 
 

Christ continues to call us to love God and to love neighbor! We look forward to our continued mission and 
ministry together!  Thank you for the abundant prayers you offered for all of us before, during and after 
the General Conference! 
 

Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball 
and the West Virginia Conference delegation 

 

p.s. More information will be revealed over the days and months to come, as we understand more fully the 
impact of this historic General Conference session. We will continue to provide updates and share infor-
mation as it becomes available.  


