
Dear Church Family: 
 

While it hardly seems possible that another year is in the rearview mirror, it is 
indeed a fact. 
 

I am quite sure that this past year held many victories as well as many challenges.  
If your life is anything like mine, it can seem like you are on an intense roller 
coaster ride.  Often we might feel like we didn’t even sign up for the trip but 
we’re on it anyway. 
 

Well, one thing is for sure: this year will have its share of ups and downs as well. 
 

I believe with all my heart that the same God who walked with us every step of 
the way during 2018 is the same God that will walk with us in the days and 
months that are ahead. 
 

I want to encourage you to be proactive this year as you encounter people in your 
life in need of hearing the Gospel message.  We meet people on a daily basis in 
all walks of life who need Jesus, so why not listen to the gentle voice of the Holy 
Spirit as he leads us to the right person at the right moment? 
 

Our lives find a great sense of satisfaction when we are helping others, and I be-
lieve the most significant help we can offer humanity is to declare God loves 
them! 
 

You don’t have to be a theologian to share the good news.  The best way you can 
share the gospel is to simply let people know the difference Jesus has made in 
your life! 
 

I think you will be amazed at how receptive people are.  And if they aren’t, move 
on and ask the Holy Spirit to open the next door. 
 

Kindness goes a long way in sharing the gospel.  A person cannot be “argued 
into” a relationship with Christ. 
 

I know God will help all of us as we endeavor to live for him and to share our 
faith in 2019. 
 
 

Happy New Year,  
Pastor Paul 
Cell phone: 304 695-0013 
Office phone: 304 744-3211 
E-mail: wvpastorpaul@gmail.com 

Rambling Thoughts of a Pastor by Pastor Paul 
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SEASON AFTER EPIPHANY 2019, PART I: 

GREATER GIFTS 
SERIES OVERVIEW 

 

We have chosen to divide the season after Epiphany this year into two complementary series designed to 
equip congregations to “see all the people.” The first series focuses upon lifting up the gifts in the commu-
nity and strategically acting together as one body with many interconnected parts. This body, then, works as 
a cohesive unit to reach out beyond the walls of the church and bring people to know and receive the love of 
God. The season after Epiphany almost always begins with a transitional Sunday—Baptism of the Lord—in 
which we encounter the narrative of Jesus’ baptism and John’s very dramatic description of baptism in Je-
sus’ name. The voice of God rings from heaven at Jesus’ baptism: “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you 
I am well pleased” (Lk. 3:22, NRSV). When we are baptized or gathered at the baptism of others, how do 
we hear God’s voice affirming each new member of God’s family? The second week contains Paul’s de-
scription of spiritual gifts—how the Spirit works in and through them and how we are gifted for being a part 
of the body of Christ with one another. A little explanation is needed around the theme for week three, 
“Being Needy”: This phrase has a certain negative connotation that often relates to people who require a 
little more attention than others (we all likely know people like this). We would like to redeem the meaning 
by asserting that we all, regardless of our own gifts, need one another in order to be part of the whole body 
of Christ. The purpose of all these gifts is revealed in week four, in which the whole point of acting together 
is revealed—“having love,” which is the most important of the “marks of the new birth” (faith, hope, and 
love), as shared by both the apostle Paul and John Wesley. 
Since this season takes place at the beginning of a new calendar year, it may be a helpful practice for your 
church to assess the spiritual gifts in your congregation.  If you are looking for a spiritual gifts inventory 
that can help your church realize its potential in ministry, you can find resources here: 
 
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/new-church-starts/spiritual-gifts 
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/diy-tools-for-spiritual-gifts-discernment-and-ministry- 
deployment 
 

Jan 13— Baptism of the Lord                        You Are Beloved     Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
Jan 20— Second Sunday after the Epiphany          Gifted for Others    1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
Jan 27— Third Sunday after the Epiphany            Being Needy            1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
Feb  3—Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany            Love                         1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
 
*All scripture quotations are NRSV. 
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January Prayer by David Biondi 

P A G E  3  

Almighty and Eternal God, 
as the new year of 2019 be-
gins, we pray that your holy 
presence and guidance will 
abide with us in the days 
ahead and that, by your 
grace, you will enable us to 
cast off any and all things 
that would prevent us from 
being faith-filled followers 
and an obedient, devoted 
community of faith.  Inas-
much as you have revealed 
yourself to be a forward-

looking God of new begin-
nings, help us to be willing 
to make new beginnings in 
our own individual lives 
and in our church by open-
ing our eyes and our hearts 
to your vision and purpose 
for us as we move into the 
future.  Remind us of who 
we are as your people, to 
the end that we would serve 
you wholeheartedly and 
with deep and loving com-
mitment all the days of our 

lives.  These things we pray 
in the precious name of 
your Son, our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.  

Super Bowl Subs—Youth Fund Raiser  
Pre order delicious homemade sub sandwiches and salads prepared by the Youth. Choose a salad or the 
type of sub, place the number of subs or salads you want to order beside each listed and fill in your name 
and phone number on the form.  You can pick up your subs or salads on Sunday, February 3 immediately 
following worship service in social hall.  The cost of each sub is $3.00 or  
2 subs for $5.00. Salads are $5.00. 
 
Please leave the completed form in your pew, in the church office or call the 
church office at 304-744-3211. 
 
 

 

 
_______ Veggie  _______ Pizza           _______ Tuna          
 
_______ Cold  Cuts        _______ Salad 
 

Name: _____________________________________________________  

 

Phone Number: ____________________________ 

 
 
Please leave completed form in your pew or in the church office.  You may also call the of-
fice with your order at 304-744-3211. 

Need a tool for 
household re-
pairs?  Use the 
FREE tool library.  
Call George Hoh-
mann at   
(304) 419-1916. 
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 Brunch with Santa 

A BIG Thank You to all who were involved in making 

the Brunch with Santa such a success and a wonderful event 
for our WOW, Scout and neighborhood children.  A special 
thank you to Dave Biondi and the WOW children who sang 
Christmas songs to the congregation. What a special day! 
 
We were so pleased that Santa could 
find time in his busy holiday sched-
ule to stop by First Church to listen 
to our children’s Christmas wishes.   

Listen to sermons and read bulletins, newsletters on First Church’s website 

Did you miss a sermon? Need to check something in the Sunday Worship Bulletin or monthly 
newsletter? Want to know what Pastor Paul will be preaching about in upcoming services? You 
can find the answer to these questions and more on the church’s website!  
Go to southcharlestonfirstumc.org. Click on “Worship Series” to learn about the Worship Se-
ries. Click on “Sermons” to find the message you want to hear. Click on “About Us” to read 
bulletins and newsletters. Click on “Events” or “Calendar” to find out what is happening at 
First Church.  Stay Connected! 
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First Church men invited to dinner, program at Cross Lanes 

First Church men are invited to join the Cross Lanes United Methodist Men on Jan. 10 
when George Hohmann speaks at the Cross Lanes church. 

Hohmann is currently serving as president of the West Virginia United Methodist Men. 
His presentation is titled, “What We’re Doing Right!” 

There will be a dinner at 6 p.m., followed by Hohmann’s presentation. The dinner cost 
is $8. Reservations should be made by Jan. 6. For reservations or more information 
contact Cross Lanes United Methodist Men President Jerry Meadows at 304 415-6510. 

The Cross Lanes church is at 5320 Frontier Drive, behind the AutoZone store. 

Community Garden update 
 

The backflow device on the water line that supplies the Community Garden has been in-
spected and the water has been turned off for the winter.  We will not receive another bill 
until we turn the water on in the Spring. We are ending the year with a balance of $239.63 
in our account. 

United Methodist Men 
 

We will meet on Saturday, January 5, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. in the Social Hall. The meeting 

will serve as our planning meeting for 2019 and include election of officers. All men are 

welcome to attend. Please consider joining us for prayer, fellowship, and good food.  Af-

ter the meeting we will assist in taking down the Christmas tree and decorations. 

Get the word out on upcoming events.   

Do you have an event you want to advertise on our church website, southcharlestonfir-

stumc.org? Send your information and a picture, drawing, cartoon, etc. to Barbara Brown 
at cbpnuts@aol.com  We can post information on the Home page and Event page.  Just let 
us know what you would like to highlight and we will make it happen. 
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Responsively Yours: Reading Is Fundamental 

by Harriett Jane Olson 

 
The United Methodist Women’s Reading Program has a pow-
erful history and a vital present. For decades, United Methodist Women has been reading as 
part of our commitment to learning about the world, deepening our spirituality and missional en-
gagement, and hearing the voices of women who we might never meet any other way. Books 
and magazines are ways that we broaden our awareness beyond what our study of history and 
focus on current events in newspapers and magazines can offer. They are also ways that we 
deepen our skills so that we are prepared to respond to the concerns we see. 
  
We have a wide circle of United Methodist Women evaluators who read every book being con-
sidered for the Reading Program, and every title considered by the selection committee has at 
least two and often three positive recommendations. 
  
In many units there is a shared commitment to reading, and some have a reading program cir-
cle. You will read more about that in this issue of response. You may also know that the way 
we distribute Reading Program books is changing. 
  
Years ago it was harder to find books from small presses, those written by women and racially 
diverse authors, and it was even more expensive to access these books. Before the prevalence 
of interlibrary loans, it was hard to get access even in some local libraries to titles that were 
relevant to our members and our work. The practice of the national office purchasing quantities 
of books and making them available throughout the organization broke down some of the barri-
ers to distribution. Today, with Internet book distributors and searching availability and publish-
ers printing smaller quantities of titles for specialized audiences, there is more accessibility than 
ever before. 
  
Previously, United Methodist Women bought the books at a discount and sold them to mem-
bers at the retail price, applying the margin to fund the costs of operation. That worked well with 
high sales volumes and before consumers had regular access to discounted book sales. Now 
members are able to access discounted books in many places, and sales volumes have de-
clined. As a result, the efficiency and the need for us to operate our own distribution system is 
no longer as compelling or as financially viable. As secretaries of program resources and con-
ference presidents know, beginning Jan. 1, 2019, we will no longer be distributing copies of 
Reading Program titles at mission resources. 
  
 (Continued on page 7) 

Peace, Love and Books by Teresa Matheny 
United Methodist Women Reading Program Exciting changes are hap-

pening in our United Meth-
odist Women Reading Pro-
gram.  Look for more details 
in the February Newsletter! 
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As conferences have begun to explore the new ways to support our reading “habit,” we 
have received some good feedback. We would like to hear from you as well—with your 
stories of how you engage with the Reading Program and with experiences you have with 
the new ways to access these resources. Tara Barnes and Andris Salter in particular are 
looking forward to hearing about your experiences. 
  
Our commitment to the Reading Program and continuing our learning as United Methodist 
Women continues. One thing that has been a constant throughout my own spiritual devel-
opment and my finding of thoughtful ways to engage with the world is reading. It often 
sends me to prayer, and it undergirds my action. I look forward to reading the year’s Read-
ing Program books along with you as a part of developing my own faith, hope and love in 
action. 

  
Harriett Jane Olson 
General Secretary 
United Methodist Women 
holson@unitedmethodistwomen.org 
Posted or updated: 12/4/2018 12:00:00 AM 

PEACE LOVE AND BOOKS (CON’T) 

 

Saturday, January 5th at 10:30 a.m. we will be taking down the Christmas decora-
tions.  If you can assist, it would be greatly appreciated.   

Monday, January 14th at 11:00 a.m. Anna King Circle will meet at the South 
Charleston Bob Evans, weather permitting. 

Monday, January 14th the Mary Jane VanCamp circle will be seeing pictures and 
hearing highlights from Peggy King’s trip to Israel.   Please join us, even if you are not 
a member of this circle.  You will love the beautiful pictures and details of her adven-
ture. 

Finance Committee  will meet at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, January 15th. 

Church Council will meet in January—date to be determined.  Watch your bulletin. 
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2019 Community Dinner Schedule 
 

Each dinner will be from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Groups that want to host a 

dinner, please let Dawn Wells know which date you would like. 
 

Friday, January 25—DIVAS 
Friday, February 22 
Friday, March 29 
Friday, April 26—DIVAS 
Friday, May 31 
Friday, June 28 
Friday, July 26 
Friday, August 23 
Friday, September 27 
Friday, October 25 
Friday, November 22—DIVAS 

  Parents Date Night 
  Saturday, February 16th 
  6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

We will be hosting  a Parents Date Night on 
Saturday, February 16th from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m.   Please bring your child to the church for 
a night of fun while you go out and enjoy a 
child-free night!  While you are out, we will 
eat pizza, play games, watch a movie and do a 
craft.  Please RSVP by calling the church 

office 304-744-3211 by February 12th so that 
we can have enough pizza and craft materials. 

 

Kroger Community Rewards is one of First Church’s most important fundraising pro-

grams, generating thousands of dollars each year.  To participate, all you have to do is register, 
shop at Kroger and swipe your Kroger Plus Card.  The program doesn’t cost you a cent and the 
church earns a rebate on your purchases.  To register call Kroger at 1-800-853-3033. A customer 
service representative will request your Kroger Plus Card number and verify your address and 
phone number.  You also will need to give the reward number for First Church: JK383 (THIS IS A 
NEW ACCOUNT NUMBER). You can also register online at:  
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow. 
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 Community Dinner 

Celebration 
 
You never know what will hap-
pen at our community dinners.  
One time we had a couple sing 
to us and in November we had 
a young man celebrate his 
birthday with us.  Thank you 
church for your support of this 
wonderful outreach ministry. 

James blows out the candles on his birthday cake during the Nov. 30 Com-
munity Dinner.  

United Methodist Men prepare the Nov. 30 Community Dinner. 
From left: Danny Murphy, Larry Wolfe, Jim Snyder and David 
Neff. 

United Methodist Men President Mike Warwick deals 
with the pasta sauce while Bennie Warden ponders 
other kitchen chores during the Nov. 30 Community 
Dinner.  



FOCUSED MISSION 

2018 Initiatives by the United Methodist Women of 

First United Methodist Church, South Charleston 

  

The United Methodist Women unit at First United Methodist Church in South Charleston made the decision 
to focus our 2018 mission projects as quarterly initiatives in order to assure every woman, as well as the en-
tire congregation, had opportunity to participate in different areas of UMW District social action priorities. 
 

The first quarter (January, February and March) was devoted to information gathering as evidenced by our 
contribution to WV Kids Count.  WV Kids Count is a primary source of data for advocacy groups, state agen-
cies, and the WV Legislature to assess needs and develop priorities to address the needs of infants, children 
and adolescents in West Virginia.   In addition to receiving a donation of $100, Associate Executive Director 
Tamerra Gilmore gave a presentation at the annual spring meeting of the First Church UMW. 
 

The second quarter (April, May and June) was devoted to the social action priority of Addiction.  The UMW 
were able to raise funds and purchase 100 Soothe and Glow toys which were donated to the Newborn Nursery 
at Women and Children’s Hospital of CAMC.  These toys will be given to babies born to drug-addicted moth-
ers.  The toys provide soothing music (which helps calm the babies) as these littlest innocent victims of drug 
abuse are weaned from addictive substances.  The toys go home with the baby when the infant is discharged 
from the hospital. 
 

The third quarter (July, August and September) priority was providing support to Mission WV and its work in 

providing every child with a loving family and the knowledge to make positive choices for a healthier fu-

ture.   The unit, with tremendous help from our congregation, was able to collect and deliver 40 suitcases of 

varying sizes to Mission WV.  These suitcases will be given to children and adolescents to carry their belong-

ings when removed from their home because of abuse, neglect, incarcerated parents, or other causes.  No 

child should be reduced to carrying their belongings in a garbage bag, in addition to the trauma of being re-

moved from their home. 
 

The fourth quarter (October, November and December) focused on Hunger.  The UMW will be donated 
$500 to purchase meat for 60 Christmas baskets distributed to 60 needy families by our church.  We also do-
nated $500 to Heart and Hand to purchase food for the food pantry. 
 

Community Outreach:  In addition to our quarterly social action mission, First Church UMW members con-
tributed cakes for the Veterans Stand Down held at the VA Hospital in Huntington in September.  The Stand 
Down is organized to connect veterans with needed services and provide much needed items to homeless 
vets, such as socks and underwear.  We also prepared and served food once for the Breaking Bread Commu-
nity Dinners held each month as part of our church community outreach.  In addition, more than 25 cook-
books were collected and donated to South Charleston Middle School for a special project. 
 

We are so grateful for the congregation at First Church, who embraced our mission work and supported us 
with prayers and donations.  Without you, we would not have been able to accomplish our goals. 
 

We are extremely proud of the work of our UMW unit and look forward to working on the social priorities in 

2019. 

 

Submitted by Jeri Whitten, FUMC UMW Secretary 
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• Paid annual charter fees for Boy Scout Troop 195, Cub Scout Pack 195, and the 
Venturing Crew. 
• Participated in Heart+Hand’s Furniture Ministry on June 16 and Aug. 11. 
• Surveyed the men of First Church about their hobbies, talents and interests. One of 
the things the survey revealed: The men have a lot of tools. One outcome: The men re
-launched the tool library. 
• Hosted Brooks Farmer, a financial advisor with Edward Jones, who spoke about 
“How to make savvy contributions to charity” at the February meeting. 
• Raised $385 and on Feb. 24 delivered six flood buckets to the New Vision Depot, 
the W.Va. United Methodist Conference’s Disaster Response Center in Beaver, W.Va. 
• Hosted  mission trip to the New Vision Depot on Oct. 27. 
• Hosted a work day around the church on May 5. 
• Sponsored a church-wide picnic at Little Creek Park on Aug. 18. It was at-
tended by 44 church members, family members, friends and neighbors. 
• Attended the annual West Virginia United Methodist Men’s Gathering and Circuit 
Rider at Jackson’s Mill in September. 
• Hosted First Church’s Community Dinner on March 23 and Nov. 30. 
• Helped with the March 24 Cub Scout Blue and Gold Dinner. 
• President Mike Warwick presented a “Real Discipleship Survey,” as developed by 
Dr. Phil Maynard. 
• Each man brought a favorite memorabilia item to the Oct. 6 meeting and explained 
what makes it special. 
• Sponsored a work day with Habitat for Humanity on Oct. 11. 
• Contributed 120 cans of fruit for the Christmas food baskets prepared by First 
Church. 
• Helped decorate the sanctuary on Dec. 1. 
• Contributed $50 each in the name of Bud Anderson, Scoutmaster Rick Atkinson 
and Sara Hampton, to the Wesley Ryan Memorial Fund for scholarships. Anderson, 
Atkinson and Hampton received the Cross and Flame Award for exceptional service to 
the scouting programs at First Church. 
 

In September, George Hohmann was elected president and Ed Altizer was elected sec-

retary of the West Virginia United Methodist Men. Danny Murphy stepped back after 

serving as treasurer of the state organization for several years. 

What did First Church’s United Methodist Men do in 2018? 
Here’s a look back… 



Birthdays 

03 Dawn Wells 21 Alex Russell 

06 Doris Smith, Reagan McLeary 22 Danny Murphy 

07 David Biondi, Hunter Withrow 23 Bob Judge 

09 Carolyn Smith 25 Carrie Hamilton 

11 Bennie Warden 26 Lorrie Mottesheard 

12 Art Altman, Debra Wilson 28 Hazel Childress, Rose Christian 

13 Robert Matheny 30 Mary Kirkhart 

Anniversaries 

 No Anniversaries in January   

    

Special Upcoming Events To Remember 

Friday, January 4—6:30 p.m. Your Faith In Color meeting in Social 
Hall 
Saturday, January 5—9:00 a.m. United Methodist Men meet in So-
cial Hall 
Saturday, January 5—10:30 a.m. Taking the Christmas tree and 
decorations down 
Sunday, January 6—3:00 p.m. at Forrest Burdett UMC in Hurricane 
Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball meeting with laity to discuss The Way 
Forward (page 11) 
Sunday, January 6— UM Dinner at Cross Lanes UMC (page 5) 
Tuesday, January 8—10:00 a.m.  Men’s Small Group meeting 
Monday, January 14—Anna King Circle will meet, weather permit-
ting, at the South Charleston Bob Evans at 11:00 a.m. 
Monday, January 14—7:00 p.m. Mary Jane VanCamp Circle will 
meet in Parlor 
Tuesday, January 15—6:00 p.m. Finance Committee to meet  
Friday, January 18—6:30 p.m. Faith In Color meeting in Social 
Hall 
Thursday, January 24– 6:30 p.m. Faithful Friends Small Group 
meeting in Parlor 
Friday, January 25—5:00 to 6:30 p.m. DIVAS will host the Com-
munity Dinner 
Sunday, February 3rd—Super Bowl Subs—Place your orders! 
(Page 3) 
Saturday, February 16—6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Parents Night Out 
Friday, February 22—5:00 to 6:30 p.m. Community Dinner 
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Suggested articles, questions, 
comments regarding the newslet-
ter should be directed to Barbara 
Brown at 304-542-6197 or via 
email at cbpnuts@aol.com.   

P A G E  1 3  


