
Dear FUMC Family, 
God’s love for us overflows ABUNDANTLY!   But so often instead of living aware 
of this abundance we get sucked into a scarcity mentality promoted by the news, so-
cial media, and commercials.  We become painfully aware of what we don't have… 
and then begin to cling to what we have… that is not the life that Jesus has come to 
give us… 
  
Walking with Jesus - living lives abundantly — involves living lives of GRATI-
TUDE.   In the book One Thousand Gifts, Ann Voskamp asks the question “How do 
we find joy in the midst of deadlines, debt, drama, and daily duties? What does a life 
of gratitude look like when your days are gritty, long, and sometimes dark? Voskamp 
discovers and shares the practice of gratitude — waking up each day practicing an 
awareness of God’s everyday blessings. She found that in giving thanks for the life 
she already had, she found the life she’d always wanted. 
  
So, for the month of November, I invite you to practice GRATITUDE.  
          1) If you haven’t read One Thousand Gifts  by Ann Voskamp - read it.  If 
you’ve read it… read it again! 
          2) Make time during the day… to keep a gratitude list… Write down 2-3 things 
you are grateful for… even if (especially if) life is challenging right now. 
          3) As you think about your financial giving this year, consider the many bless-
ings you have received and how you can give thanks to God through your offerings at 
church to God and God’s work. Prayerfully consider increasing your giving by 1% of 
your income or consider increasing it by a cup a coffee or a meal eaten out a week. 
          4) As you come to worship in November… be ready to offer a prayer of grati-
tude at the “GRATITUDE box” (coming Nov 1).  It will be easy… I promise… just be 
thinking of something you are thankful for. 
          5) Finally, when someone asks you, “How are you?” instead of responding with 
an automatic “I am fine” — respond with “I’m grateful” and if someone responds with 
“I’m grateful” to you — take a moment for a personal connection and ask “What are 
you especially grateful for today?”  
 I am grateful for the parishioner that responded to me Sunday with “I’m grateful”  

          - Thank you for reminding me of the many blessing in my life.  
  

Let us together Walk with Jesus! Living lives of Gratitude.  Let’s Count Our Bless-
ings!  
Practicing Gratitude! 
 
Pastor Paul  

Rambling Thoughts of a Pastor by Pastor Paul 
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Beginning with All Saints Sunday and ending with Reign of Christ Sunday (Christ the King Sunday), 
November is a time when we look back in remembrance of the saints, but we also look forward as we 
await Christ’s coming again, more poignantly expressed in the season of Advent. In this season, we dis-
cover the many places in which God dwells—the heavens, the earth, the church, and each one of us. 

This month begins with the end. A new heaven and a new earth become the place where “the home of 
God is among mortals” (Rev. 21:3, NRSV). A significant set of bookends is also prominent this month: 
The Alpha and the Omega is a recurring theme from All Saints Sunday and Reign of Christ. If consid-
ered linearly, there is somewhat of an inverted bell curve this month as the dwelling place of God is 
viewed as the top of the curve on both ends, and the sanctuary of the temple is the low point in the center. 

The Hebrews texts point to Christ as the high priest, offering sacrifice in the place of more traditional 
blood and burnt offerings. It will be important this month to continually look backward and forward to 
lift up the connections between the offerings of priests and the offering of Christ, the high priest and 
humble monarch. This forward anticipation will also move toward Advent. For those observing an ex-
tended Advent, all these readings are salient parts of the whole season. 

This month is also a time of great paradox because of the tension between death and life. All Saints Sun-
day involves remembrance, yes, but it also can be a time when death gives way to life. God is the begin-
ning and the end, and death gives way to victory through Christ, the living and ultimate paradox. 

When God is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, where then does God dwell? 

Week 1: November 4      Hope                 Revelation 21:1-6a 
 

Week 2: November 11   Victory              Hebrews 9:11-14, 24-28 

Week 3: November 18     Confidence       Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18), 19-25 
 

Week 4: November 25     Love             Revelation 1:4b-8 

P A G E  2  

L I F E  @ 1 S T  C H U R C H  



November Prayer by David Biondi 
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Almighty and eternal God, 
with the coming of November 
we are, indeed, most privi-
leged to experience autumn's 
splendor in full force.  The 
leaves have already turned on 
the trees to enhance the 
beauty of your glorious Crea-
tion, and the days have a crisp 
nip in the air bringing a re-
freshing change from the hot 
and humid days of the previ-
ous months.  We also find 
ourselves entering into a most 
special time of the year as we 
find ourselves on the thresh-
old of (what is commonly re-
ferred to as) the "holiday sea-
son."  In particular, the month 

of November brings to us the 
celebration of the holiday of 
Thanksgiving -- a time for ex-
pressing deep, heartfelt appre-
ciation to you for the multitude 
of gifts and blessings which you 
have so generously bestowed 
upon us.  Help us, we pray O 
God, to be ever-mindful that 
gratitude is an essential attitude 
which you wish for your chil-
dren to emulate and cultivate, 
such that thanksgiving would be 
the very way of life for all who 
would call upon you as our 
Heavenly Father.  To that end, 
help us to make an intentional 
effort to count our blessings 
continually, whereby we would 

not just take them for granted 
or look upon them simply as 
being entitlements which we 
deserve.  Instead, may we 
have a genuinely thankful 
spirit for your goodness unto 
us and for all that you have 
done in our behalf so that, in 
turn, we would reach out to 
those around us and to all 
others in order to share your 
love and graciousness and 
bounty with them.  This we 
pray in the precious name of 
your Son, our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ.  Amen.  

Cookies !!! Cookies !!! Cookies !!! 

There will be many varieties of cookies for sale on Saturday, November 3 from 10 a.m. 

to 1:00 p.m. in the Social Hall. Please join the United Methodist Women for The 4th 
Annual Cookie Sale. There are always over 30 varieties of homemade cookies baked es-
pecially for you by the bakers of First United Methodist Church. Please come and enjoy 
the fellowship, eat delicious cookies and take some home for just $5 per dozen or 50 
cents a cookie. Hope to see everyone there.  

This is a final count of the many items donated from our church for the Veterans Stand Down.   

110  Pairs underwear 

101  T-shirts 

180  Pairs of socks 

8 Cakes from UMW 

Your generosity is much appreciated.  Thank you!  Kathy Judge 
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FUMC Habitat Work Day  by Mike Warwick 

Thursday, October 11, 2018 was a dreary, rainy day. That did not stop a dedicated crew of First Church 
workers from helping to provide affordable housing in the North Charleston neighborhood. Participants 
were Pastor Paul Helmick, Rev. Dave Biondi, Debi Conrad, George Hohmann, Jenny Schenck, and Mike 
& Sandy Warwick. We began the day with prayer led by Pastor Paul and instructions by Habitat Volun-
teer Coordinator, Susan Keeener, and Construction Superintendent, Tiny Hanshaw. The first part of the 
day was spent in an already-constructed Habitat home that had recently been vacated. We did painting 
touch-ups, installed smoke detectors, cleaned air vents, installed quarter-round trim, and other small jobs. 
After our morning break, we moved up the street to a house that was framed and under roof. There we 
nailed metal drywall clips to the two-by-fours. Tiny informed us that using these recycled metal clips 
saves about $500 per house. If the clips aren't used, then additional framing is required.  
 
We enjoyed a day of giving to our community and the fellowship of working together with our church 
family. First Church intends to schedule another day with Habitat in the spring of 2019. Please consider 
joining us in this day of service. You don't need to be a master carpenter to volunteer, as you can see in 
the attached photos. Tiny supervises all work and is very patient and experienced in helping to match 

tasks and skill levels.  

Pictured (L to R) Dave Biondi, Jenny Schenck, Habitat Development Director Bill Andreas. Back row: Mike War-
wick, George Hohmann, Debi Conrad and Sandy Warwick.  Not pictured—Pastor Paul Helmick. 
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Debi Conrad 

Mike Warwick 

Sandy Warwick George Hohmann 
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Listen to sermons and read bulletins,  
newsletters on First Church’s website 
Did you miss a sermon? Need to check something in the Sunday Worship Bulletin 
or monthly newsletter? Want to know what Pastor Paul will be preaching about in 
upcoming services?  
You can find the answer to these questions and more on the church’s website! Go 
to  southcharlestonfirstumc.org. Click on “Worship Series” to learn about the 
Worship Series. Click on “Sermons” to find the message you want to hear. Click 
on “About Us” to read bulletins and newsletters. Click on “Events” or 
“Calendar” to find out what is happening at First Church.  Stay Connected! 

 

 

Kendyl Bostic would like to thank the church for their support of the General 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry each year on Scholarship Sunday.  For 
the second year in a row, Kendyl has received a $1000 scholarship from the 
GBHEM.  The scholarships are open nationwide to all students who are mem-
bers of the United Methodist Church, both undergraduate and graduate.  If you 
know of a student who may qualify, more information can be found at 
www.gbhem.org/scholarshipapplication.  Thanks to everyone who gives to 
this each year.  

Community Gardeners 

preparing for winter 

 

 Recent frosts have marked the end of the growing season and Community 
Gardeners have been preparing for the winter. 
 
 Thanks to Bill Goldsmith for trimming around the fence line last month. 
 
 State law requires that the backflow device in the garden’s water line be 
tested annually. Fred Halstead has agreed to perform this test. 
 
 The garden’s water service costs a minimum of about $28 a month so, after 
the backflow device is tested, the water will be turned off for the winter. 

 

Note of Thanks from Kendyl Bostic 
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Mark your calendar and plan to attend the upcoming fall 
Community Dinners. 
 
Friday, October 26th—Life Search Sunday School Class 
will be hosting and preparing an Octoberfest with brat-
wurst, peppers, onions and sauerkraut.  Sounds delicious!  
 

Friday, November 30th—United Methodist Men will host 
our event. 
 
Please invite your friends and neighbors to our dinners. We 
would love to meet them.  We will serve between 5:00 p.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. 

Community Dinners 
 

Kroger Community Rewards is one of First Church’s most important fundraising 

programs, generating thousands of dollars each year.  To participate, all you have to do is reg-
ister, shop at Kroger and swipe your Kroger Plus Card.  The program doesn’t cost you a cent 
and the church earns a rebate on your purchases.  To register call Kroger at 1-800-853-3033. 
A customer service representative will request your Kroger Plus Card number and verify your 
address and phone number.  You also will need to give the reward number for First Church: 
JK383 (THIS IS A NEW ACCOUNT NUMBER). You can also register online at:  
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow. 

It is hard to believe but it’s almost Christmas time again.  We 
will be decorating the church starting Friday, November 30th 
right after the Community Dinner.  If we need to continue, 
we will finish up on Saturday morning.   We will need to 
have men to help unload the attic and get the Christmas tree 
up and decorated.  If you are available, please come out to 
help make the church beautiful!  We have some new items 
we will be using this year.  Call Joyce French at 304-744-
8608 if you can help. Thanks so much! 

Let’s Deck the Halls by Joyce French 
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The Apprentice 
 

Work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically. 

Romans 12:11 
 

As a friend and I talked over lunch, our discussion turned to the e-mail request I'd sent out with 
respect to meeting a local need.  The response was generous and immediate - it seemed that eve-
ryone just needed a little nudge, needed someone to take charge and make the suggestion.  But 
still, it bothered me that no one else had acted in the first place to take up the cause. 
 

As we talked about the lack of initiative but the enthusiastic response to the invitation, we wres-
tled with why so many people don't simply act when they see a need instead of waiting to be in-
vited along.  Fear of failure, fear that they'll accidentally offend someone - she and I named a 
variety of thoughts that might cause someone to stand still rather than move toward a need. 
 

The fact of the matter is that Christians are called to movement, not to status quo and compla-
cency.  Service God invariably means serving people, and that calls us to step forward and step 
up, especially when others are reluctant to do so.  We are in apprenticeship - discipleship-under 
Jesus as we learn to live and love according to his example set forth in Scripture. 
 

It's important to understand that apprentices don't learn solely by reading and listening, but also 
by doing - by mimicking the master's movements, making mistakes, being corrected, and trying 
again.  Electricians do not become masters of the trade by watching videos and reading manuals 
alone.  They learn under the careful tutelage of a professional, in a personal relationship consist-
ing of encouragement and correction.  And isn't that the way we learn to serve God - through a 
personal relationship with Christ? A relationship in which reading Scripture is our vital instruc-
tion and in which we are also called to action? 
 

Once we start practicing living out the teachings of Christ, it becomes easier and easier to initi-
ate the e-mail, to be the first voice raised ether in petition or defense, to be the first person to 
reach out a hand.  We are called to work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically, and being the 
person who steps up first and invites others to follow along is part of that mandate. 
 

Today's Act of Kindness - When you see a need, invite others to help meet it instead of 
being the person invited to join in.  
 

From the One Year Daily Acts of Kindness Devotional. This entry was written by Julie 

Fisk. 
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 United Methodist Men were asked to show their favorite memorabilia item at the Oct. 6 
meeting and tell about it. 
 

 Jim Snyder told about a fiddle, which his grandfather bought in the 1850s, and a shotgun his 
father bought for $12 in 1926. 
 

 Larry Wolfe showed a collection of Boy Scout neckerchief slides, including several that he 
made. 
 

 One of the slides in his display was a miniature snowshoe. Another was made from a metal 
35 mm film container. 
 

 “How I got into art was doing things like this,” Wolfe said. “Probably the happiest years of 
my life were doing these Scout things.” 
 

 Dave Biondi displayed a stole which still bears a stain created when his then-baby boy, Da-
rick, had a spit-up accident. The stole, Biondi said, “Reminds me of a very happy time in my life.” 
 

 Danny Murphy came to the meeting with a 1950s photo of all of his brothers and sisters and a 
Russian Army belt he traded in Berlin for a carton of cigarettes. 
 

 George Hohmann introduced his 67-year-old Teddy Bear and told of the time his wife, Mal-
issa, decided it might be dusty and “fluffed” it in the clothes dryer. 
 

 Pastor Paul Helmick wore his international Scout uniform, which consists of a kilt and a ven-
turing crew shirt. He explained what each patch on the shirt represents and noted that some of the 
patches are 50 years old. 
 

 Paul said that over the years he has been involved in five Boy Scout councils and has organ-
ized two troops, two venturing crews and three Cub Scout packs. 
 

 Barney Lilly told about his Baby Spitfire model airplane engine with a wooden propeller, 
which dates back to 1948-50. 
 

 David Neff showed off a “World’s Greatest Coach” coffee mug. “I thank God for the oppor-
tunity to coach,” said Neff, who formerly coached and officiated basketball. In addition to coaching, 
Neff taught 37 years and was a substitute teacher for 18 years. “My grandson is teaching now,” he 
said. 
 

 Mike Warwick passed around his prized 1940 Ted Williams baseball card and told stories 
about his Grandma Elvira, who gave it to him. 
 

 Instead of meeting on the first Saturday in November, the Methodist Men will gather on Oct. 
27 for a work day at the New Vision Depot in Beaver, W.Va. All are invited to participate; transpor-
tation will be provided. For more information call Mike Warwick at 304 744-3697. 
 

Men show, tell about favorite memorabilia by George Hohmann 
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Dave Biondi with his 
precious memory stole 

Larry Wolfe with collection of 
neckerchief slides. 

Pastor Paul in his interna-
tional Scout uniform—kilt. 

Danny Murphy showing his 
Russian Army belt. David Neff holding his 

“World’s Greatest Coach” 
mug. 

Mike Warwick  brought his 
1940 Ted Williams baseball 
card. 



Birthdays 

04 Kathy Judge, John Ratliff 20 Nicole Biondi Kaufman 

05 Sean Harter 22 Kimberly Deardorff 

06 June Wilson, Kathy Moore 23 Thomas Russell 

08 David Neff, Bethany West, Allison Young 26 Thomas Anderson 

10 Barbara Buckalew 28 Zeke Hampton 

16 Wesley Buckley, Jenny Schenck   

19 Karen Johnston   

    

Anniversaries 

02 Ralph and Pat Burchett, Richard and Elisha Holleron 20 Jerry and Ann Gieseke 

16 Michael and Jayme Bumgarner   

03 David and Beverly Neff 21 Harold and Fern Swisher 

Special Upcoming Events To Remember 

Friday, October 26—Community Dinner 
Saturday, October 27—Work Day at New Vision Depo (page 10) 
Sunday, October 28 at 5:00 p.m.—Financial Peace University 
Tuesday, October 30—Trunk or Treat from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, November 3  from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.—Cookie Sale in Social Hall 
Sunday, November 4 at 3:00 p.m. —Charge Conference at St. Paul’s 
Tuesday, November 6 at 10 a.m.—Dave Biondi’s small group meeting 
Monday, November 12—Anna King Circle meeting at 11:00 a.m. 
Monday, November 12—Mary Jane VanCamp meeting at 7:00 p.m. in Parlor 
Friday, November 30—Community Dinner hosted by United Methodist Men 
 
 

Suggested articles, questions, comments regarding the newsletter should be directed to Barbara Brown at 304-

542-6197 or via email at cbpnuts@aol.com.   

  November Celebrations 

 

Help victims of hurricanes Florence and Michael.  Write “UMCOR” on the memo line of your check.  Put your check in a 
pew envelope. Drop the envelope in the Sunday offering plate.  Be assured that 100% of your gift will aid disaster victims.   


