
Dear FUMC family, 
 

This year Columbus Day will be celebrated on October 8th. October 12th was the actual 
date that Columbus landed in the New World, and was set as the official U.S. holiday in 
1937. Of course in recent years we are more concerned about three-day weekends, over-
time or time off than why the holiday is celebrated. Not a great deal is made about Co-
lumbus Day these days. Banks and post offices close. Other federal offices may close. 
For many, the day goes unnoticed. As a child, I still remember school being filled with 
Columbus activities during early October. 
 

If you remember your history, Columbus had tried for several months or longer to gain 
backing for an attempt to find a sea route to India. His belief, indeed the belief of a few 
others, was that the world was round, and India could be reached by sailing west. After 
several rejections, Columbus finally convinced Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain to back 
him in his endeavor. So he set sail in three ships to find an all-water route to India. What 
he found on October 12th, however, was not India, but the West Indies. He thought he 
had landed in China and Japan. He captured Indians, took gold, spices, etc. and returned 
to Spain, having claimed the new discoveries for Spain. It was only after several addi-
tional voyages that he finally realized that what he had found was a new continent, and 
not Asia. We have since learned that others (Vikings and even earlier Native Ameri-
cans) had already visited the Americas. 
 

We are somewhat like Columbus in that we put much effort into searching for identified 
objectives. Often, we have spent a great amount of time and money in our search. When 
we reach our goal, we celebrate and make plans for expansion. But then we find that the 
goal we thought we had reached isn’t our goal after all. Indeed, a whole new world has 
opened before us; a world we could not have imagined. 
 

All of us are searching for peace of mind, love, comfort, a good life, perhaps even noto-
riety or “the next big thing.” Often, we search along routes that are well established to 
find these things. Occasionally we look in other places and find what we were looking 
for, only to discover upon further examination that our discovery is much more than we 
were searching for. When we find Christ within our discoveries of peace of mind, love, 
comfort, and the good life, we realize that we have found New Life. The amazing thing 
is that those are often concealed within hardship, pain, suffering, and loss. We find God 
in strange places. We think we have found Jesus on our terms only to discover that Jesus 
wants to come to our house, to our heart. What joy? Who could have imagined! 
 

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Paul 

Rambling Thoughts of a Pastor by Pastor Paul 
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Diving into the book of Job is an opportunity that comes around only one month every three years in the Revised 
Common Lectionary, so we wanted to take advantage of this thread of readings this year. Job is a difficult book to 
read and interpret, even for the most advanced Biblical scholars, but focusing on the book of Job can be an oppor-
tunity to embrace vivid imagery, human emotion, and the mysterious nature of a God who created the entire uni-
verse all together in worship. 

The themes we have chosen for each week mirror some of the emotions we experienced each week in discernment. 
In the first week, it seems a bit disorienting that someone as “blameless and upright” as Job would be tested so 
vehemently. For many people, this probably doesn’t seem to fit the image of God we experience as a loving Crea-
tor. Our disoriented feelings likely mirror Job’s as he was probably a bit disoriented himself. It will be imperative 
to provide enough background about the book—its nature and its composition—in the preaching and preparation 
for this service. However, we also discourage approaching this passage in a way that deconstructs the mystery con-
tained in the narrative. Be confident in asking questions, but allow the answers to invite more questions. Yes, the 
passage can be disorienting, but it can also be the beginning of a dialogue that leads to life. 

In the second week, Job feels deserted. He begins to express his dismay at not being able to sense God’s presence. 
What times are we in Job’s shoes? Are there experiences that have left us wounded, broken, and dejected? These 
questions often leave us with a bitter taste, but it is also a wonderful opportunity to offer a word of hope in the 
presence of struggle. 

Finally, God speaks. Week three presents God asking Job a series of very heated questions that must shake Job to 
his core. Not only does God question him; God also demands answers. The questions appear to be rhetorical, and 
still God insists on Job’s response. Have you endured an encounter with someone that has left you speechless and 
silent? This is what we witness between God and Job. Yes, it is awkward, but it is a reckoning of sorts that is key 
to Job’s future. 

Week four contains Job’s answer. He responds in humility and admits his fault. He “sees” God and knows just 
how much he must confess. Job’s fortunes are eventually “restored,” and he dies after a long life. 

There is plenty of mystery to be found in this story, and many people suggest reading this book as a work of fic-
tion to interpret its meaning. Another sense of mystery in this narrative can be expressed with the word “wonder.” 
This word presents great possibilities for imagery in worship and can serve as a connection point from the previous 
worship series on Season of Creation. Notice God’s questions and how much they are connected to God’s creative 
power. The God who created the universe and all things in it is the same God who understands our pain, our bro-
kenness, and our humanity. There is mystery in that. 

Week 1: October 7               Disoriented - Job 1:1, 2:1-10 

Week 2: October 14             Deserted - Job 23:1-9, 16-17J 

Week 3: October 21             Silenced - Job 38:1-7 (34-41) 

Week 4: October 28             Restored - Job 42:1-6, 10-17 
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October Prayer by David Biondi 
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Almighty and eternal 
God, with the arrival of 
October we find our-
selves in the season of 
Fall with its cooler days 
and longer nights, accom-
panied by the breathtak-
ing beauty of Creation as 
the turning leaves on the 
trees and foliage unleash 
their magnificent colors, 
much to our delight.  We 
are also in the midst of 
the harvest season when 
this good earth with 
which you have so gra-

ciously blessed us yields its 
bounty to provide us with 
nourishment and suste-
nance. 
 
We give you thanks, O 
God, that you so caringly 
and generously provide for 
us, your beloved chil-
dren.  Certainly we are not 
worthy of any such bless-
ings.  Yet, by your grace, 
you have constantly lav-
ished your goodness upon 
us.  Help us to appreciate 
fully just how wondrously 

blessed we have been 
and are by you.  And, in 
turn, help us to be will-
ing to give of ourselves 
more fully and whole-
heartedly for the sake of 
others, doing so in appre-
ciation and recognition 
of the multitude of ways 
in which you have 
touched our lives and 
have continually sus-
tained us.  This we pray 
in your most holy and 
matchless name.  Amen. 

Our church has scheduled a work day with Habitat for Humanity for Thursday, 

October 11th. We will be working on a home in North Charleston and need volun-
teers. Look for additional information in upcoming Sunday church bulletins. Thank 
you in advance for your support for this project.  If you have any questions please 
contact Mike Warwick at (304) 552-6471.  

Habitat for Humanity Project by Mike Warwick 

Thought-Provoking Challenge 

From our last newsletter:  The candle represents Jesus (light of our world); the sea shell 
represents our faith as Jesus told the disciples to have faith in him when they were scared 
during the storm on the Sea of Galilee, and the empty box represents the empty tomb. 
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UNDIES SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 14, 2018 

 

Heart + Hand Outreach Ministries proudly distributes the annual Undies Sunday 
collection for the Midland South District.  Over 300 children receive underwear 
and socks with their Christmas toys from Heart + Hand.  Throughout the year, we 
provide underwear and socks to recipients of our food pantry, utility assistance, 
clothing vouchers, and school partners. 
 

         
 

While folks of all ages need your help, we generally run short of socks and under-
wear for the smaller children (sizes 1 to 6).  If you can, please pick up an extra 
package for the younger girls and boys. 
 
Please include the name of your church and deliver to one of the following: 
 
Heart + Hand    The District Superintendent’s Office 
Attn:  Vicki Ballengee  United Methodist Conference Center 
212 D Street           900 Washington Street East 
South Charleston, WV  25303 Charleston, WV  25301 
 
Thank you for supporting the Midland South District Mission Project! 
Contact Vicki Ballengee, Executive Director at 304.342.0029 (Office ) 
or  304.552.8427 (Cell)  or email her at: executivedirector@hhomwv.org 
 
Visit Heart +  Hand soon at 212 D Street, South Charleston, WV  25303 

2018 Kay Hall Hike for Hunger  

The hike will be held on October 14, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. at Heart + Hand. The 
money raised at this event helps them continue to offer important programs within 
our community, like the South Charleston Middle School Weekend Food Program 
for students in need.  100% of the money collected will go to feed the need!   
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September 7, 2018    
  
First United Methodist Church South Charleston 
Re:  2019 District Asking and more. 
  
Your mission project is helping more and more of our neighbors.  We now operate from three loca-
tions: 
  

 South Charleston.  Two years ago, St. John United Methodist Church made it pos-
sible for Heart + Hand to call their former Day Care building our new home.  We 
are thriving from this location and serving the communities of South Charleston, St. 
Albans, Tornado, Dunbar, Institute, and Alum Creek.  We provide the area food 
pantry, clothing vouchers to our thrift store, utility assistance, diapers and formula, 
hygiene items, and work shoes/boots.  We are providing weekend snack bags for 
South Charleston Middle School students that might not have enough to eat at 
home over the weekend.   

 
 Upper Kanawha Valley. Each Friday we set up our mobile office at Chesapeake 

City Hall to assist residents of the River Side High School district area.  We help 
with utilities and provide a shopping bag of food. 

 
 Putnam County.  Our satellite office at Winfield United Methodist Church has 

been available for Putnam County residents for over 3 years now.  Monday through 
Thursday of each week we help with utilities/rent, diapers, formula, and emergency 
food. 

 
 And more - This month we collected and provided school supplies for the teachers 

at Sherman High School (Boone County) and South Charleston Middle 
School.  We work each year with the United Way Christmas Bureau and partner 
agencies to see that low income children receive gifts at Christmas.   

  

 
All these things that we do, are possible because of the District’s support of our projects.  We work 
every day to show the love of Christ and represent you as the mission project of the Midland South 
District.   
  
  
Vicki Ballengee 
Executive Director 
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Rock Painting with Friends 
Join us on Saturday, October 13th beginning at 
10:00 a.m. in the social hall for a rock-painting 
creative time.  No need to bring anything we 
have rocks, paints and brushes.  We have some 
ideas to spark your creativity, but what you de-
cide to create is all up to you.  If you have 
questions, please call or text Barbara Brown at 
(304) 542-6197. 

L I F E  @ 1 S T  C H U R C H  

Listen to sermons and read bulletins,  
newsletters on First Church’s website 
Did you miss a sermon? Need to check something in the Sunday Worship Bulletin 
or monthly newsletter? Want to know what Pastor Paul will be preaching about in 
upcoming services?  
You can find the answer to these questions and more on the church’s website! Go 
to  southcharlestonfirstumc.org. Click on “Worship Series” to learn about the 
Worship Series. Click on “Sermons” to find the message you want to hear. Click 
on “About Us” to read bulletins and newsletters. Click on “Events” or 
“Calendar” to find out what is happening at First Church.  Stay Connected! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Request for Prayer Shawls.  If you know how 
to crochet, knit or sew and are looking for a 
project, may I suggest creating a prayer shawl 
to donate to the church.  These prayer shawls 
will be distributed by Pastor Paul on his visits 
to those in the hospital or to our shut-ins. Any 
pattern will be fine.  Completed shawls can be 
dropped off in the hall by the church office.  If 

you like the ministry but cannot make a shawl, please consider providing financial 
assistance to help with the purchase of materials.  The cost for the yarn can run up 
to $20 per shawl. Questions - call or text Barbara Brown at 304-542-6197. 
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Mark your calendar and plan to attend the upcoming fall 
Community Dinners. 
 
Friday, October 26th—open for the taking! 
Friday, November 30th 

 
Please invite your friends and neighbors to our dinners. We 
would love to meet them.  We will serve between 5:00 p.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. 

Community Dinners 
 

Kroger Community Rewards is one of First Church’s most important fundraising 

programs, generating thousands of dollars each year.  To participate, all you have to do is reg-
ister, shop at Kroger and swipe your Kroger Plus Card.  The program doesn’t cost you a cent 
and the church earns a rebate on your purchases.  To register call Kroger at 1-800-853-3033. 
A customer service representative will request your Kroger Plus Card number and verify your 
address and phone number.  You also will need to give the reward number for First Church: 
JK383 (THIS IS A NEW ACCOUNT NUMBER). You can also register online at:  
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow. 

Do You Use the Refrigerator in the Kitchen?  by Kathy Parsons 

With the start up of W.O.W. (Way Out Wednesday) and our Community Dinners continuing, it is im-
portant to keep our refrigerator neat and clean.  To do this, each of us are asked to follow certain 
guidelines when placing something in the fridge.  These guidelines will be posted on the outside of the 
door for everyone to see.   
The refrigerator is being checked weekly. 
Each item (including condiments, etc.) should be labeled with: 

individual’s or group’s name who placed it there,  
date placed there and if it is for a specific upcoming event/meeting.   
leaving an item for another group, i.e., WOW, community dinner, etc., note who it is for. 

Any item not properly labeled will be thrown out.  Containers will not be kept.   
Labels, along with a marker/pen, will be provided. 
Thanks for your help! 
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Our October meeting will be Saturday, October 6th, at 9:00AM. We will be meeting in the Stewards of Fel-
lowship Sunday School classroom.  Each man is being asked to bring their favorite memorabilia item and 
describe what makes it special.  Additionally, we will have a brief planning meeting. As always, breakfast 
will be provided.  Please join us for what promises to be an interesting time of fellowship.  II you have any 
questions, please call Mike Warwick at (304) 552-6471. 

United Methodist Men’s Meeting by Mike Warwick 

Scout leader Ralph Herron, a member of Highlawns United Methodist Church in Rivesville, Marion County, 
has been honored as the “United Methodist Man of the Year.” 
 

Don Davis, president of the West Virginia United Methodist Men, announced the award at the organization’s 
Sept. 7-9 retreat at Jackson’s Mill. 
 

Herron has been active member and leader of the Rivesville church for more than 25 years. He also has been 
active at the United Methodist Church’s district and conference levels. 
 

He is well known among scouts throughout the state because he has served for 12 years as the West Virginia 
Methodist Conference’s Scouting Coordinator. 
 

In other news from this year’s retreat: 
 * Rev. Harold Langevin was honored with the Torch Award for giving unusual amounts of time and 
energy in dedicated service to children and youth. Langevin has served as pastor of the United Methodist 
Church’s Belington Circuit, composed of five churches, since 2016. 
 * The Spruce Street United Methodist Church, Morgantown, won the Palmer Award, given annually 
to the United Methodist Men’s church with the most men at the retreat. 
 * Approximately 390 scouts and their leaders attended Circuit Rider 30, a weekend of events held in 
conjunction with the men’s retreat at Jackson’s Mill. 
 * Seventeen scouts earned “The Good Book Patch,” one of a series of new patches that encourage 
youth and adults to read the Bible, take time to picture the passage, ponder its meaning, and put it into action. 
 * The scouts and men collected seven flood buckets for flood relief. 
 * Two First Church members were elected 2019 officers of the state men’s group. George Hohmann 
was elected president and Ed Altizer was elected secretary. Outgoing President Don Davis was elected treas-
urer, succeeding First Church’s Danny Murphy. Murphy has served as treasurer numerous years. 
 * A total of six men from First Church participated in the men’s events. Jim Snyder attended the re-
treat along with Hohmann, Altizer and Murphy. Pastor Paul Helmick and Mike Cidor participated in the Ar-
nold Eddy Memorial Golf Tournament at the Tygart Lake Course in Grafton on Sept. 7. Following the tour-
nament, which raises funds for the Circuit Rider, Helmick and Cidor visited with many of the scouts camped 
at Jackson’s Mill. 

Scout Leader Ralph Herron Named 

‘United Methodist Man of the Year’ by George Hohmann 
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A Faithful Heart: Daily Guide for Joyful Living  

by Sally Dyck  

Passionate, Called, Holy, Equipped, Joyful, Loving, Learning, and 
Authentic.  These eight words, so simple on a page, yet when they 
are lived out daily they will change your heart and the hearts of those 
around you. A Faithful Heart is an eight-week journey into these 
words. Follow along and find yourself strengthening your heart and 
experiencing God in a powerful way. In the pages of this book, Sally 
Dyck combines Scripture, engaging stories, and the faith of Mary to 
encourage women to grow and share their heart. 

This book is located on the United Methodist Women reading cart in 
the church library. 
 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

Peace, Love and Books by Teresa Matheny 
United Methodist Women Reading Program 

Noah Lepp 

Freshman North Rm 4116 Box 392 
399 Thundering Herd Way 
Huntington, WV 25703-9603 
 

Emily Barnard 

1720 5th Avenue 
Holderby Hall 
Room HY-0623a Box 94 
Huntington, WV 25755 

Spencer Fultineer 

5000 Station St. 
Apt 902-A 
Morgantown, WV 26508 
 
Gary Anderson 

225 Grand Street 
Morgantown, WV 26501 
 
Kendyl Bostic  

CEA 
2 Place L’Hotel de Ville 
13100 Aix-en-Provence 
France 

College Students’ Mailing Addresses 
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We have a 

large num-

ber of chil-

dren (all 

ages) and 

parents that 

walk 

through our 

parking lot 

for the 

Trunk or 

Treat.  We 

hope you 

will join us 

and give out 

candy, 

smiles and 

laughter as 

the children 

show off 

their Hal-

loween cos-

tumes.  It is 

a great time 

to show our-

selves out-

side the 

walls of the 

church. 
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 The Midland South District  
P. O. Box 866 * Charleston, WV  25323 

Phone: 304-342-8843/Fax: 304-342-2493 

 
Items needed for Flood Buckets Items needed for Flood Buckets Items needed for Flood Buckets Items needed for Flood Buckets     

 

WVUMC Director of Disaster Response, Dan Lowther, shares this message with all in the 
West Virginia Conference: 

I hope this message finds everyone well. The weather as we know is not looking good for this 
week and weekend. A number of areas have already experienced some flooding issues. 

As of yet we have had no requests for aid, but we continue to prepare at New Vision Depot. 
Flood buckets, health kits and other needed supplies are at the ready. 

In anticipation of what may come with the upcoming storms more supplies may be needed for 
our conference and surrounding areas. 

Supplies for floodbuckets and health kits can be donated. We have a good stock of empty 
buckets but need supplies. 

If you or your church wish to donate these items please call the District office 304.342.8843 to 
make arrangements and bring your donations to the District office located at St. Marks UMS.  

For monetary support please refer to the fund numbers below: 

#110 United States UMCOR Disaster Response 

#920 WV Flood Relief/Disaster Response 

#922 New Vision Depot 

Send a church check made payable to the Conference Treasurer with the fund number listed in 
the memo area of your check so that your church will get credit for it.  Don’t forget to send 
this with a remittance form. 



 

Supplies for a flood bucket: 

One 32-64 oz. bottle liquid laundry detergent 
One 16-40 oz. bottle liquid concentrate household cleaner  

No spray cleaners 
One 16-34 oz. bottle dish soap 
One 4-8 oz. pump spray air freshner (three solid, or three gel freshners also accept-

able) 
One 6-14 oz. pump spray insect repellent (pack of 10-20 wipes also acceptable)  

Pump spray bottles must have protective covers 
One scrub brush  

With or without handle 
18 re-useable cleaning wipes  

No terrycloth, microfiber or paper towels 
Remove from packaging 

Five scouring pads sponges  
No stainless steel pads with soap in them 
Remove from packaging 

36-50 clothespins 
One 50-100 ft. clothesline (cotton or plastic line) 
24 roll of heavy-duty trash bags (33-45 gallon sizes)   

Remove from packaging 
Five N95 particulate respirator dust masks (1-3 mm thickness)   

No surgical masks 
Two pairs kitchen gloves 

Durable for multiple uses 
Remove from packaging 

One pair work gloves  
Cotton with leather palm or all leather 



Birthdays 

04 Margie Spence, Sue Hawkinberry,  
John Mottesheard, IV 

19 Norma McDowell, Don Ryan, Jeri Whitten,  
John Mottesheard, III 

05 Helen Chapman 21 Richard Holleron, Jr 

06 Adam Moore 22 Jane Duffy, Michael Warwick 

10 Frances Neff 24 Dick Booten 

12 Colton Holleron 26 Lorena Castleberry, Jody Pauley 

13 Crystal Crouch 27 Bill Spence 

14 Bruce Conrad 29 Ted Swain 

18 Bud Anderson 30 Connie Rollins 

  31 Kathy Helmick, Justin Bumgarner 

Anniversaries 

05 Arlene and Dick Booten 16 Marcus and Lisa Workman\ 
Adam and Kathy Moore 

14 Roy and Kathy Fultineer   

Special Upcoming Events To Remember 

Friday, October 5 at 4:00 p.m.—Community Scrapbooking in social hall 
Friday, October 5 at 6:30 p.m.—Your Faith in Color in social hall 
Saturday, October 6 at 9:00 a.m.—UMM Meeting  
Saturday, October 6 at 10:00 a.m.—Community Scrapbooking in social hall 
Sunday, October 7 at 5:00 p.m.—Financial Peace University 
Monday, October 8 at 11:00—Anna King Circle 
Monday, October 8 at 7:00 p.m.– Mary Jane VanCamp Circle in parlor 
Wednesday, October 10 at 6:00 p.m.—UMW Executive Committee 

Thursday, October 11  - Habitat for Humanity Project 
Saturday, October 13 at 10:00 a.m.—Rock Painting  in social hall 
Sunday, October 14 at 12:15—Church Council 
Sunday, October 14 at 2:00 p.m.—2018 Kay Hall Hike for Hunger meet at Heart + Hand 
Sunday, October 14 at 2:00 p.m—Undies Sunday 
Sunday, October 14 at 5:00 p.m.—Financial Peace University 

Friday, October 19 at 6:30 p.m.—Your Faith in Color in social hall 
Sunday, October 21 at 5:00 p.m.—Financial Peace University 
Friday, October 26—Community Dinner 
Sunday, October 28 at 5:00 p.m.—Financial Peace University 
Wednesday, October 31—Trunk or Treat from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
 

Suggested articles, questions, comments regarding the newsletter should be directed to Barbara Brown at 304-

542-6197 or via email at cbpnuts@aol.com.   

  October Celebrations 


