
Happy Fourth of July Church, 
 

I know it’s a little early, but that’s how newsletters work. I pray you and your families are 
having a wonderful summertime in whatever you are doing including coming to church at an 
earlier time. I share some thought on July 4th with you. 

 

Joshua 4:6b-7 
This Scripture talks about the stones placed at the side of the Jordan so that when the 
children saw them, they would ask to be told the story of the people coming into the 
Promised Land. Talk together as a family about the "stones" of faith in your house that 
help you remember the stories of God's people. Talk about the Bibles in your home, any 
symbols of Christianity in your home, any music of faith that you play in your home. 
 

Think together about the "stones" of our country. Talk about such things as flags; red, 
white, and blue decorations; parades; and fireworks. Discuss what these things tell us as 
part of the story of our country. 
 

Pray together this prayer (or one you write yourself): 

Gracious God. On this date in particular, we give thanks for this country. We thank you 
for the ideals of freedom and equality and inclusion that this country seeks to have. We 
pray for our leaders and ask that you guide them in making wise decisions that benefit 
the whole, not just a few. And we ask that you help us discern the division between 
country and faith so that all may have the same freedoms we so enjoy. Amen. 
 

Make and eat red, white and blue food. Make a blueberry or cherry pie. Add whipped 
topping to the pie. Make a fresh fruit salad using blueberries, cherries, red watermelon, 
mini-marshmallows, and red apples. Consider the hungry in your community. What 
could your family do to help those without enough food? 
 

Sing together patriotic songs such as "The Star Spangled Banner, "My Country 'Tis of 
Thee," "God Bless America," and "America, the Beautiful." See how many in the family 
know all the words to these songs. Award a prize to the family member who knows the 
most words to these patriotic songs. 
 

Visit places in your community that signify important people, events, or places in your 
community's history. These places could include a cemetery, a courthouse, a statue, or a 
historical site. Discuss together what makes something important for a nation's history. 
Is it the same as for a church's history? Why or why not? 
 

Display the flag if you have one. If you do not, draw pictures of the flag or other sym-
bols of our country — such as the liberty bell — and place these in the windows of your 
home. 

 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Paul 

Rambling Thoughts of a Pastor by Pastor Paul  
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July Prayer by David Biondi 

Most gracious God, as the month 

of July unfolds, we celebrate our 

nation's birthday and the most 

precious gifts of freedom, liberty 

and independence which we who 

live in this great country have 

been so blessed to enjoy.  Im-

press upon us, O God, that we 

must never take such gifts for 

granted, and help us to appreci-

ate the sacrifices that so many of 

our forebears made in order that 

we might enjoy these blessings 

today.  

We also pray that a spirit of 

unity and accord among our peo-

ple would come to replace the all

-too-frequent outbursts of anger, 

animosity and divisiveness 

which occur when people's ideas 

and opinions should happen to 

differ.  Remind us that, as our 

Pledge of Allegiance so duly 

notes, we are "one nation under 

God, indivisible;" and, thus, we 

must strive to turn away from 

anything and everything that 

would seek to alienate and divide 

us as a country, recognizing it 

for the insidious evil that it 

is.  Help us to be civil, gracious 

individuals -- people who are 

willing to seek out reconciliation 

and harmony whenever differ-

ences may exist rather than build 

up walls that would further di-

vide.  God bless America, and 

God bless us one and all as 

members of this great na-

tion.  Amen  

The annual church-wide picnic will be on Aug. 18. The 
picnic will be from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Shelter No. 12 in 
Little Creek Park, said Mike Warwick, president of First 
Church’s United Methodist Men. 
 
Please save the date and plan to join us for an afternoon of 
fellowship, food and fun.  The picnic is sponsored by the 
Methodist Men. 

Church-wide Picnic by George Hohmann 

I pledge alle-

giance to the 

Flag of the 

United States of 

America, and to 

the Republic for 

which it stands, 

one Nation un-

der God, indi-

visible, with lib-

erty and justice 

for all.  

 
The Pledge of Alle-
giance to the flag of 
the United States 
was originally com-
posed by Captain 
George Thatcher 
Balch, a Union 
Army Officer dur-
ing the Civil War 
and later a teacher 
of patriotism in 
New York City 
schools.  



SEASON AFTER PENTECOST 2018 
July Worship Series: HEALING HANDS  

 
Throughout the month of July, we encounter 
stories in the gospel readings that focus on the 
healing power of Jesus. As our worship team 
examined these passages, they began to see a 
trend that was a movement of the Spirit, bind-
ing these narratives together. Jesus’ power of 
healing began with the work that he was doing 
himself, but Jesus was also an effective leader 
and delegator—always extending the power to 
others to do the caring work. 
 
Despite Jesus’ frequent warnings not to tell 
anyone (the “Messianic secret”) of these heal-

ings, people began to spread word of Jesus’ and his disciples’ work. The more people who knew, 
the more people came seeking healing. Is this not how we would expect these events to unfold? 
The more widely the healing was proclaimed, the more people were drawn to Jesus. In time, 
large crowds numbering in the thousands came to Jesus. What did he do? He fed them. Sharing 
loaves and fishes was more than sitting down and eating; it was a gracious offering of abundant 
mercy from the Son of God. Just as an abundance of people followed Jesus, an abundant meal 
was set before them. 
 
When considering this track to incorporate in worship, it is important to realize that Jesus sent 
out his disciples to do this work. We are sent to do the same. First, we are called to offer and 
bring life wherever we go. We are then called to be a part of the church—a group sent forth to 
continue the example set by Jesus’ disciples. In this, we must become known. This is not a self-
aggrandizing act, but one that draws crowds to Jesus so they may know healing. Finally, all of 
our works are to the same end: bringing people to the table of Christ, where grace is offered and 
received in the breaking of bread and the sharing of the cup. 
 
Week 1: July 1 Bring Life   Mark 5:21-43 
 
Week 2: July 8 Send Forth   Mark 6:6b-13 
 
Week 3: July 15 Become Known  Mark 6:13-16 
 
Week 4: July 22 Draw Crowds  Mark 6:53-56 
 
Week 5: July 29 Feed the World  John 6:1-14 
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Small Group Formation by David Biondi 
Fellowship Group Gatherings to Begin  
 
We are currently in the final stages of putting together small group gatherings which are aimed at pro-
viding care, fellowship, sharing and support among the people of our congregation. 
 
If you would like to take part in one of these fellowship groups, or if you have any questions or would 
like further information, please contact Dave Biondi at 304-542-5754.  

SILENT AUCTION 

Spread the word! 
Share information with family & friends. 

These colorful paintings are sure to lift the spirits! 
 

MINIMUM BID for EACH PAINTING is $150.00 
All funds benefit the church budget. 

2 Original Oil Paintings by Nancy Altman from her travels. 
Auction ends August 5th, 11:30 a.m. 

Paintings are in the social hall to be viewed. 
Bids to be written underneath each painting. 

First United Methodist Church, 905 Glendale Ave. So. Charleston 

304-744-3211  8:30 am – 3:00 pm Monday through Thursday 
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Four UM Women 

completed Plan 1 of 

the UMW Reading 

Program for 2017. 

Pictured Teresa 

Matheny, Donna 

Haynes and Jeri 

Whitten. Not 

pictured, Becky Lilly 

UM Women by Jeri Whitten 
Methodist Women 
spring luncheon in the 
social hall at First 
Church.  Twenty-two 
members and guests 
attended.  Our speaker 
was Ms. Tamerra Gil-
more, assistant execu-
tive director of WV 
Kids Count.  Kids 
Count is a data-driven 
child advocacy organi-
zation that provides 
civic organizations, 
legislators, and other 
child-advocacy groups 
with information about 
trends and needs of 
children of West Vir-
ginia.  West Virginia is 
39th out of the 50 states 
in the US, and Ka-
nawha County is 42nd 
out of 55 counties in 
WV.  There is still 
much work to be done 
to make West Virginia 
“a great place to be a 
kid.”  UMW presented 
Ms. Gilmore with a 
check for $100 to sup-
port the work of WV 
Kids Count.   
 
Four members – Donna 
Haynes, Becky Lilly, 

As usual, United Meth-
odist Women at First 
Church are busy little 
beavers, working to 
make our church a 
good place to worship 
God and join in fellow-
ship. 
 

A special collection 
was taken on Sunday, 
June 10 for our Soothe 
and Glo Toy mission 
for babies born to drug
-addicted mothers at 
CAMC Women and 
Children’s Hospital.   
Our profound thanks to 
the congregation for 
donating $308.  Our 
goal starting out was 
10 toys and now it 
looks like we will be 
able to donate a total of 
100 toys.  What an 
awesome blessing to 
mission this is.  We 
will continue to take 
donations through the 
end of June, so you 
still have time if your 
heart leads. 
 

Saturday, June 16 was 
the annual United 

Teresa Matheny and Jeri 
Whitten – were presented 
certificates for comple-
tion of Plan 1 of the 
UMW Reading Program 
in 2017.  Thanks to the 
UMW Leadership Team 
for all their work in plan-
ning and preparing the 
food for the luncheon. 
 

UMW will be taking July 
“off” unless there is a 
need.  We will, however, 
be starting our 3rd quar-
ter mission project (July-
September).  We will be 
collecting small suitcases 
(21 inch or similar) to 
donate to Mission WV.  
Mission WV provides the 
suitcases for children be-
ing taken out of the home 
for whatever reason 
(drugs, abuse, neglect).  
Children can carry their 
belongings in a suitcase 
instead of a trash bag as 
they go to a foster home.  
Another example of help-
ing children through a 
difficult time. 
 

Have a blessed summer 

from “the church ladies.”  

L I F E  @ 1 S T  C H U R C H  



UMW Present Life Member Pin 
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Strawberries grown by Community Gardeners are now a fond memory but blueberries are ripening. 
 

Also looking good: lettuce, onions, radishes, peas and other early crops. Meanwhile, the squash and 
tomatoes are blooming and cabbage plants are taking shape. 
 

Stop by when you’re in the neighborhood, see what’s happening, and say “Hello” to a gardener. We 
love to share garden stories! 

Strawberries are a memory but blueberries are ripening 

 
On Sunday, June 17, 2018, Karen Johnston presented Bennie Warden with a United Methodist 
Women’s Life Member pin for all his outstanding work he has done for the church over many years.   
It was stated that often Bennie doesn’t wait to be told of a project or a need.  He sees something and 
jumps to the task.  We are blessed to have Bennie as a member of our church.  Thank you, Bennie for 
all that you do.  Your hard work and dedication is greatly appreciated. 

The United Methodist Women will sponsor a Yard Sale on the church parking lot on Saturday, July 
21, 2018, from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.. A 10x10 space will be provided for $10 per space. Bring your unwanted 
treasures to sell and shop for new treasures. It might rain so plan accordingly, you might need a canopy 
or tent. Call the church office to reserve your space and pay $10 to Linda in the office.  
 

Invite your friends, neighbors and family to reserve a space and make a little extra cash. Tell everyone 
to come shopping on Saturday, July 21, for great bargains and fellowship. 
 

We hope everyone will support this project and enjoy this event.  

Any questions, contact Sharen Sumpter Deitz. 

Parking Lot Yard Sale—July 21st 



2018 West Virginia Annual Conference Report 
 
Location of conference gathering: West Virginia Wesleyan College, Buckhannon, WV 
Dates of conference gathering: June 7, 2018 to June 10, 2018 
Officiating bishop: Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball 
Vision: We are a Christ-led, spiritual breath of fresh air that changes the world! 
Mission: We discover, develop and deploy passionate spiritual leaders who make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world! 
Theme Verse: In the last days, God says, I will pour out my spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy. Your young will see visions. Your elders will dream dreams. Acts 2:17 
Theme: Innovation - Jesus was innovative as he walked among the people instead of lodging himself in a  
Temple; and not only was he innovative in going out to the people instead of expecting the people to come to 
him, he innovatively shared God’s word using parables or stories to make God’s word relevant and under-
standable to the lives of the people among whom he walked. Jesus was innovative. He ate with sinners instead 
of condemning them. He touched people and spent time with people who were mentally and physically ill. He 
recognized the beauty and the value of forgiveness – even among those whom society would want to condemn 
to death. He told a group of people, “You, you who are without sin, cast the first stone.” He offered to one who 
had to go to the well alone because she was an outcast, “living water.” He told others, your faith has made 
you well. Jesus was innovative in that he not only gave life, but literally gave his life as a ransom for others, 
for us! As followers of Christ, we are called to be innovative leaders as Christ was and is innovative. We de-
sire to expand our vision and goals to include having 2400+ new persons engaged in intentional and innovative 
discipleship learning and growth opportunities. 
 

Guest speakers and memorable points or quotes by speakers: 
Rev. Junius Dotson, General Secretary Discipleship Ministries brought to West Virginia Annual Conference 
important teaching on Intentional Discipleship. Last year WV brought 2400+ people to professions of faith, 
not all of whom took membership in a congregation where they could actively learn to be disciples. We desire 
to expand our vision and goals to include having 2400+ new persons engaged in intentional and innovative 
discipleship learning and growth opportunities, while still focusing on increasing professions of faith. 
“If you run by first base without touching it, nothing else counts. Intentional Discipleship is first base!” 
“Discipleship begins with relationship.” 
“Remember your Why!” 
Bishop Peter Weaver, Bishop in Residence at Drew University Theological School, with a special video guest 
appearance from Bishop William Boyd Grove with the children’s message, celebrated the birthday and 50th 
Anniversary of The United Methodist Church, which included Holy Communion. 
Rich Shaffer, Conference Lay Leader brought the laity address dressed in fishing gear to share his fishing 
story. He compared a fishing trip to how we witness – we need to know our context – what people we are try-
ing to reach, the kind of water in which they are swimming, and we need patience. 
Ecumenical Greetings from Rev. Ed Thompson, General Presbyter, Presbytery of West Virginia. 
State of the Church Address by Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball, highlighted the Ministries in the Conference that 
bring hope. She emphasized, “Together we continue to make disciples, and to provide shelter, clothing, food, 
medical care to those whose lives have been disrupted by floods, poverty, drug addiction. Together we care for 
both the very young and the very old – seeking to advocate for our most vulnerable members of society. To-
gether we continue to fight against racism and sexism and other isms - fulfilling our baptismal commitment to 
oppose the oppression and injustice of the world in whatever form that these things happen to take. I am proud 
that together we continue to discover, develop, and deploy passionate spiritual leaders for the sake of Christ 
and we continue to focus on being faithful members of the body who contribute our unique gifts to the build-
ing God’s Kingdom.” 



Main actions enacted by the conference: 
1) Many areas of growth were celebrated: Global Ministries, the ministries of our young adults and youth, The 
West Virginia Foundation. Contributions to the Celebration of Mission Events totaled $98,900 and the Friday 
evening contributions to the Youth Service Fund of over $3,700 were lauded. 
2) The body received a Report on A Way Forward as a follow-up to District meetings held by the Bishop this 
year. Then the entire conference broke into small groups, Circles of Grace, for discussion. 
3) Rev. Ken Ramsey (Senior Pastor Bridgeport UMC), Ross Thornton (Laity, Assigned Supply 4th Ave. 
UMC, Huntington), and Max McGinnis (youth – Johnson Memorial UMC, Huntington, WV) were given the 
Denman Awards for creative evangelism efforts. Erin Sears and Rev. Tim Allen were each given a Council of 
Bishops Ecumenical Award for participating in the United Methodist Ecumenical and Interreligious Training. 
Rod Blackstone, a lay person from St. Mark’s UMC, Charleston, was given the Francis Asbury Award. Lisa 
Fox and the congregation of Dallas UMC, Northern District, told their story of how they have prayerfully ex-
panded reaching people for Christ and were given the One Matters Award. We also recognized Rev. Dr. Law-
rence Sherwood for receiving the “Ministry of Memory” Award, from the General Commission on Archives 
and History. 
4) Sexual Ethics & Safe Sanctuaries Policies and Procedures as updated were presented and adopted. 
5) The Trustees Report and resolutions enabling the Trustees work were presented and approved. 
6) Eligible laity and clergy voted on the Constitutional Amendment (Proposed Constitutional Amendment I, 
2016 General Conference, Corrected Ballot) that was returned from General Conference for a clerical error. 
This vote will be turned in to the Council of Bishops and was not reported at this Annual Conference session. 
7) The budget was approved in the amount of $12,436,162 which is an increase of 0.59% from 2018 budget. 
8) A special Sunday with offering was added on February 3, 2019, for Black Methodists for Church Renewal 
and on March 10, 2019, Disabilities Awareness. 
9) The process for laity and clergy nominations to General Conference 2020 was presented. 
10) Two outgoing and incoming District Superintendents and spouses were recognized along with the outgo-
ing Director of Connectional Ministries. Outgoing Superintendents are: Michael Estep (being appointed to 
Suncrest UMC) and Rick Sale (Retirement). New Superintendents: Amy Shanholtzer (Mon Valley District) 
and Scott Ferguson (Potomac Highlands District). 
11) The Conference received report from the Equitable Compensation Task Force, which explored the impact 
of Minimum Salary adjustments on clergy and churches over the last several years. Through discussion and 
debate, the minimum compensation levels were not raised this year. West Virginia has raised salary levels 
16% over the last 6 years. 
12) Health insurance costs and solvency was a major discussion. The Board of Pensions presented four recom-
mendations to ensure there would be adequate funds to pay claims without pulling from the reserves. Of those 
four recommendations, one was amended. The results were: 1) Deductible will be raised to $2,000 per individ-
ual and $4,000 for families for all participants; 2) establish a policy that working spouses of participants who 
have health insurance available by their employer will not be eligible to participate in the Conference Plan;    
3) A participant must work 30 hours per week to be eligible for participation; and 4) The prescription drug co-
payment was raised to either $35 or 30% of the cost with a $100 maximum, whichever is greater. Because of 
the amendment to the prescription drug co-pay, the Board of Pensions brought back an additional recommen-
dation to raise the premiums by 20%. There was another vigorous debate and motions to revise the percentage 
and to recommend a pension holiday. In the end, the amount of 20% was approved by the body without 
amendment. This is the first raise in premiums since 2011. 
 
Resolutions adopted by the conference: 
1) Recommended Revision of the Social Principles language on Abortion, as amended. 
2) A resolution on United Methodist Teaching Regarding Human Sexuality was referred to the delegation to 
General Conference 2019. 
3) Advocating for the Rights of Children Living Under Israeli Occupation 



4) Urging the West Virginia Conference to be Seekers of Knowledge and Advocates of Understanding Among 
Adherents of Abrahamic Faiths 
5) De-list Pitcher UMC as a Historic Site 
Number of people ordained, commissioned or received into associate membership, and average age: 
• Twenty-two will be newly licensed pastors as of 7/1/18 
• Three were commissioned as provisional elders. 
• Five were ordained elders in full connection. 
Number of people retired: 
• Thirteen Licensed Local Pastors 
• Two Deacons 
• One Associate Member 
• Thirteen Elders 
Statistics: 
1) Membership stands at 1.07% down from the previous year. 
2) Church school attendance stands at 3.29% up. 
3) Professions or reaffirmations of faith 1,210 in 2017 
4) Adults and young adults in church school and small groups 17,289 for 2017 
 
What did your annual conference do to reinforce the Four Areas of Focus, and what commitments 
has the conference made for the coming year: 
 

1) Ministry with the Poor 
a. The House of the Carpenter, a mission site of the West Virginia Annual Conference, broke ground on a new 
youth center in an area where the youth and children are surrounded by drugs and poverty. $98,900 has been 
raised so far this year to ensure continued support for the Conference’s 10 Mission Centers. The Board of 
Global Ministries is pulling together a passport project and challenge to encourage our congregations to visit 
all 10 of the Mission Centers to get a better sense of the ministry and mission and the 1,000’s of persons these 
Centers reach. 
b. The House of the Carpenter and Burlington United Methodist Family Services have committed to joining 
their resources to provide community care for families and children in the Northern District of WVUMC. 
c. The conference provides for hunger grants and celebrates each ministry that is feeding people in their com-
munity. Many of our churches stepped up to feed children and families during the teacher work stoppage in 
February. 
d. One of the offerings at conference was dedicated to helping foster children attend Spring Heights, the Con-
ference Camp. 
e. We continue to support Church and Community Workers and their work in our mission projects in the con-
ference. 
f. West Virginia is committed and has taken steps through a Lenten Project and prayer initiative to interrupt 
the cycle of addiction. Rev. Barry Ball, is a major leader, facilitator and coordinator of the Conference’s ex-
panding efforts in this area of ministry and mission. 
g. This conference continues to look for innovative ways to be in ministry with the poor, the hungry, the strug-
gling and those families who are affected by the opioid epidemic. 
 

2) Improving Global Health 
a. This conference has taken an active role in educating our churches and communities on the opioid health 
epidemic and creating new and innovative places for health to occur for those who are addicted, their families, 
and communities. 
b. The Council of Bishop’s Day of Health and the Abundant Health initiative was shared with the conference 
and a mini-Hulapalooza was held. Resources were distributed. 
c. Under the leadership of Jeff Matheny, the Conference missions coordinator, work continues in Zimbabwe 
with the Old Mutare mission especially in upgrades and work with the hospital and clinic facilities. 



d. VIM groups continue to do work in Bungoma, Kenya, with Living Hope High School. The results of new 
bridge structures and building of a clinic are providing for greater ability to address and treat health concerns 
and education in the area. 
e. Spruce Street UMC, Morgantown, has a lay led ministry in the harm reduction program in downtown Mor-
gantown. And congregation after congregation participated in the “What If” Lenten study program and chal-
lenge to begin to hear God’s call to begin ministries in response to the Opioid Epidemic. 
 

3) Developing Leaders 
a. A new program for supporting those who are discerning what God is doing in their lives, began with a pro-
gram entitled DiscoverU. This is being funded by a grant through the Young Clergy Initiative of the UMC. 
b. The graduates of Course of Study were recognized and the conference has increased its financial support for 
COS students. 
c. Excellence in Clergy Leadership Scholarship recipients were recognized and encouraged. 
d. This conference also continues to seek out new leaders. In 2016, it was the intention of the Bishop that 30% 
of the leaders would be new leaders. This was successful, and the nominations committee continues to seek 
new leadership. 
e. A new emphasis and effort has been placed on further development of a Conference wide CLM program, 
recognizing the great and largely untapped treasure of the lay leadership and gifts in the West Virginia Confer-
ence. 
 

4) Creating New Congregations 
a. The restart of Johnson Avenue by Bridgeport UMC, is significant – creating a multi campus congregation. 
b. Together Tuesdays – an outreach service taking place at a local Pizza restaurant in Lewisburg under the 
leadership of previous Denman award winner and associate Lewisburg UMC Associate pastor Rev. Bev 
Columbo - has brought 100s of people together for Christ that the congregation didn’t regularly see or see at 
all in Sunday worship services. 
c. Rev. Chip Bennett and the community of Point Pleasant – a joint ministry of more than one of our congrega-
tions – doing innovative ministry by taking one of our Church buildings that no longer has a Sunday morning 
worshiping congregation, and opening it all week for those seeking help and support for substance use 
disorder – hosting AA and NA groups and more during the week. This new community includes worship ex-
periences and gatherings. 
d. Rev. Dustin McCune and Temple UMC, Clarksburg have supported members of the congregation in the 
Door to Door community building ministry and developing a sober living duplex next to the Church. 
e. Spruce Street has a lay led ministry in the harm reduction program in downtown Morgantown. And congre-
gation after congregation participated in the “What If” Lenten study program and challenge to begin to hear 
God’s call to begin ministries in response to the Opioid Epidemic. 
f. The Annual Conference held a Barbeque for the community on Friday evening. There was intentional invita-
tion to the entire town of Buckhannon, West Virginia, and the conference was educated on true hospitality. 
There was also training on intentional discipleship during the Conference sessions and the invitation was made 
to use the skills taught during the evening by meeting as many people as we could, by eating with someone 
different than we usually would, and people were encouraged to be open to hearing the stories of others. There 
were 811 people who were served a meal. There were others who came by and did not eat, yet joined in 
the music, play and fellowship. Rev. Dr. Junius Dotson gave a brief message, the praise band converted to an 
oldie’s band, and then were followed by a bluegrass band. There was also a dunking booth, games, and ice 
cream. Bishop Steiner Ball and most of her cabinet volunteered to be dunked by people eager to support the 
Youth Service Fund. 
g. The conference is committed to empowering leaders in the conference to worship in different places and 
different ways and support those ministries. 
 
For more information, www.wvumc.org 
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2018 West Virginia Annual Conference Report 

Annual Conference was a 
great experience this year. 
Our church was represented 
well. We had three mem-
bers who sang in the confer-
ence choir, Peggy King, 
Joyce French and Ed 
Altizer. (I sang with the 
choir for only one service.) 
Also, representing us was 
George Hohmann as a 
member of the conference 
media team.  
My job was to represent 
you, the members of First 
United Methodist Church, 
South Charleston.  As al-
ways, worship services 
were the highlight of my 
conference experience. 
Great preaching and good 
music make for a meaning-
ful expression of faith.   
Every church in the annual 
conference is represented 
by their pastor(s) and a lay 
delegate. (If a church has 
two pastors, there are two 
lay delegates.)  The minis-
ters and lay persons partici-
pate in business sessions 
every day. We approve 
budgets for various minis-
tries and missions.  We lis-
ten to many reports. We 
vote on nominations boards 

and committees. This 
year one of our tasks was 
to vote on changes to 
pastor’s benefit package 
provided by each church.  
This was our biggest hur-
dle. A hurdle, yes. Han-
dled with grace, yes. 
Each service has a theme 
at annual conference.  
Thursday, June 7 @ 1:30 
was the opening worship 
service with Commun-
ion.   Thursday night at 
7:30 was the service to 
honor retirees. Friday, 
June 8 at 11:00 am the 
service honored clergy 
and spouses who had 
passed on to their Heav-
enly reward during the 
last year. Friday night we 
had a BBQ on the lawn 
of Wesley Chapel. The 
community surrounding 
the college was invited to 
join us on the grounds 
while we enjoyed great 
food, fellowship and mu-
sic. Saturday’s evening 
worship was dedicated to 
prayer. Sunday is the big 
day with the ordination 

of new Pastors, a beauti-
ful, Holy service of wor-
ship. During this service a 
special little guy to our 
church family, Augustine 
Thomas Biondi, was bap-
tized by our Bishop, San-
dra Steiner Ball. 
Augustine’s parents are 
Darick and Cindy Briggs-
Biondi, grandparents are 
Rev. David and Holly 
Biondi.  
On Sunday, June 24 dur-
ing the worship service, I 
will present a more thor-
ough description via pic-
tures taken at this annual 
conference with descrip-
tions. 
I asked Peggy and Joyce 

to join me in this report. 

Both were first time con-

ference attendees. They 

were not asked to attend 

business meetings, al-

though anyone can attend 

annual conference as a 

guest, including the busi-

ness sessions.  (Pictures of 

choir provided by Don 

Ryan.) 

Delegate to Annual Conference: Gena Ryan 
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Delegate Gena Ryan 

Pictured in the back row third from the left is Joyce French and beside 
her is Peggy King.  Both are wearing FUMC red and black choir robes. 



Time of Rejuvenation and Repurposing by Peggy King 
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For many 

years Joyce 

French and I 

longed to sing 

in the WV 

Annual Con-

ference choir, 

and I am glad 

we chose the 

50th anniver-

sary of the UMC to do so. It was a spe-

cial treat for everyone who attended! 

The practicing schedule got us up early 

and kept us out late, but with six an-

thems and numerous new choruses and 

hymns to learn, it was time well spent.  

Our directors, Julie Janisch (St. Marks 

UMC) and Craig Hinchman (St. An-

drew UMC), both extraordinary musi-

cians, were patient, humorous, and in-

spiring.  They chose contemporary and 

traditional music – all hits! Everyone 

was singing - it was a taste of how 

the heavenly choir will surely 

sound.  As expected, the music 

was my favorite aspect of confer-

ence, but I was spellbound listen-

ing to  sermons by Bishop Sandra 

Steiner Ball and Bishop Peter 

Weaver (Duke University); 

moved during the service to honor 

the clergy and spouses who had 

passed on this year; celebrated 

with the new retirees and newly 

appointed ministers; cried along 

with the whole 

congregation when 

listening to testi-

monies from lay 

members who 

have overcome 

great odds in mis-

sions and recovery 

from addiction; 

blessed seeing Thomas Augustine 

Biondi being baptized (by Bishop 

Steiner Ball!); and glad to recon-

nect with our former pastor Tom 

and Ann Nolan, and Ruth Ann 

Kniceley.   It was a time of rejuve-

nation and repurposing for me.  I 

am thankful to have had the oppor-

tunity to attend and would encour-

age those who have yet to have this 

experience to make plans to attend 

next year.  If the Lord allows, I 

will be there with you! 

in Fleming Hall dorm.  Our 

suite partner was Karen 

Wadsworth from Summersville 

and we made a lifelong friend. 

What an amazing, spiritual 

time.  I came back home re-

freshed and ready to work hard 

to spread the work of Jesus.  

The choir is made up of mem-

bers from churches across the 

state.  We got to sing several 

new beautiful songs. It was 

hard work-we had to practice 

I got to experi-

ence something 

I always 

wanted to do, 

attend the West 

Virginia Meth-

odist Annual 

Conference 

and to sing in the choir.  West Vir-

ginia Wesleyan College has a beau-

tiful campus.  Peggy King and I 

drove up on Wednesday to be there 

for rehearsal that night. We stayed 

sometimes two to three times a 

day and then sang for services 

each day.  We heard some won-

derful preachers and speakers at 

the church services. I got to see 

Ruth Kniceley at the Memorial 

Service and caught up with Tom 

and Ann Nolan.   I hope to go 

again.  

Amazing Spiritual Time by Joyce French 
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Also singing in the choir (in the middle of the back row) is 
FUMC’s Ed Altizer. 

Joyce French 

Peggy King 
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* Youth Protection 
Class — Trainers Paul 
White and Gary Maffioli 
will conduct this class, 
which is required by the 
Boy Scouts of America 
for all individuals 18 
years old and up who are 
around youth. 
* Make Spring Heights 
Your Retreat — Spring 
Heights is the United 
Methodist Camp and 
Retreat Center of the 
West Virginia Annual 
Conference. Rev. Shea 
James, the conference’s 
director of youth and 
outdoor ministries, will 
explain why Spring 
Heights is ideal for large 
group gatherings like 

The West Virginia 
United Methodist 
Men’s annual retreat 
Sept. 7-9 at Jackson’s 
Mill, Weston, will fea-
ture numerous educa-
tional workshops, in-
cluding: 
* Disaster 101: A 
Brief Overview — 
Highlighting the mis-
sion of the New Vision 
Depot and how United 
Methodist Men and 
Boy Scouts can get in-
volved. Presented by 
Rev. Dan Lowther, co-
ordinator of Disaster 
Response Ministries 
for the West Virginia 
United Methodist An-
nual Conference. 

family reunions, scout 
troop gatherings and 
church picnics as well 
as for small groups like 
youth group retreats, 
camping trips and fam-
ily getaways. 
* The History of the 
Labyrinth — For the 
fourth consecutive 
year, a large labyrinth 
will be set up for men 
and scouts to explore. 
Renee Verbanic, a 
Communities of Sha-
lom volunteer, will of-
fer an interactive slide 
presentation to help 
participants discover 
the fascinating history 
of labyrinths. 
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Educational Workshops Featured at UM Men’s Retreat 
by George Hohmann 

Rev. Dan Lowther 

Gary Maffioli 

Paul White 

Rev. Shea James 

Keynote speaker’s recommended reading 

Rev. Mark Lubbock, who will be the keynote speaker at the West Virginia United 
Methodist Men’s annual retreat Sept. 7-9 at Jackson’s Mill, was asked for a list of 
books he most recommends for men. His list: 
 Play The Man by Mark Batterson 
 No Man Left Behind by Pat Morley, David Delk and Brett Clemmer 
 Man in The Mirror by Patrick Morley 
 Man Up by Jody Burkeen 
 Wild at Heart by John Eldredge 
 Fathered by God by John Eldredge 
 In a Pit with a Lion on a Snowy Day by Mark Batterson 
 Kingdom Man by Tony Evans 
 Measure of a Young Man by Gene Getz and Kenton Getz 
 The Resolution for Men by Stephen Kendrick 
These books are available from Cokesbury, the retail division of The United Method-
ist Publishing House (online at www.cokesbury.com). 
 

Many of these books will be for sale at the men’s retreat at Jackson’s Mill. 
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DON’T MISS FIRST CHURCH’S  

COMMUNITY BLOCK PARTY  
COMING THIS SUMMER!   

 

In an effort to reach more of our community, 
Breaking Bread Community Dinners 

will be joining forces 
with the 

Backyard VBS 
July 18th (weather permitting) 

 

The dinner will be on Wednesday – July 18 
We plan to serve some of our 

 Summer-time favorites such as 
grilled hamburgers & hotdogs, corn on the cob,  

chips and drinks,  
 watermelon, cookies and ice cream!  

 
JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF SUMMER FUN WITH 

GAMES, SINGING AND BIBLE LESSONS! 

FREE  
FOR  
ALL  

MEET OUR 
NEIGHBORS 

Do you have a creative side that you would like to express?  Or do you have a hobby that you like to 
do that is portable?  I invite you to join us on the first and third Friday of each month from 6:30 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m..  We call our group Your Faith In Color and we started as a coloring group  but one 
night we painted rocks for our gardens and front lawns.  What we enjoy most is talking to each other, 
sharing stories, learning about each other and laughing.  No cost involved.  Men and women are en-
couraged to join us.  So, if you crochet, knit, paint, color or sew and you would like to spend an hour 
and half with other creative souls, join us on the first and third Friday of each month in the social hall 
at 6:30 p.m.  Can’t wait to see what you are working on. 
 
Those that have been bitten by the scrapbook bug can join the Community Scrapbook group that 
comes one weekend out of the month and starts on Friday at 4:00 p.m. and continues over to Saturday 
beginning at 10:00 a.m.  This month they will be meeting on July 20th and 21st.  If you are curious, 
stop in and look at what they are creating.  They would love to give you a peek. 

Invitation to join us for Your Faith In Color by Barbara Brown 
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First Church to host  
Financial Peace  
University 
 
Money doesn’t have to be stressful. Attend 
Financial Peace University and in nine weeks 
you can learn how to plan for your future, 
build a legacy and dump debt. 
 

Dave Ramsey created Financial Peace Univer-
sity nearly 25 years ago. Today, five million 
people have taken this course and, using Bible-based principles, transformed their 
lives. 
 

First Church will sponsor Financial Peace University. George Russell will coach the 
class with assistance from George Hohmann. 
 

Class will begin in September. Details will be announced soon. 

UM Men to Sponsor Habitat Work Day by George Hohmann 

The United Methodist 
Men are planning to 
sponsor a work day with 
Habitat for Humanity this 
fall.  The date and details 
of the project will be an-
nounced soon. 
 

On Aug. 11, both men 
and women are invited to 
participate in Heart and 
Hand’s Furniture Minis-
try. This ministry consists 
of picking up donated 
furniture for storage until 
there is a need and dis-
tributing furniture to 
those who are in need. 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
in South Charleston pro-
vides the storage facili-
ties, schedules the pick-

ups and deliveries, and 
often rents a truck for the 
day. Heart and Hand 
screens the recipients. 
First Church helps supply 
the labor. 
 

Mike Warwick, president 
of First Church’s United 
Methodist Men, reported 
that on June 16, the min-
istry picked up furniture 
at three locations and was 
finished before Noon. If 
you would like to partici-
pate on Aug. 11, call 
Warwick at (304) 744-
3697. 
 

The church-wide picnic, 
which is sponsored by the 
men, will be from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on Aug. 18 at 

Shelter No. 12 in Little 
Creek Park. 
 

Several members of First 
Church are planning to 
attend the West Virginia 
United Methodist Men’s 
annual retreat Sept. 7-9 at 
Jackson’s Mill, Weston. 
 

The next regular meeting 
of First Church’s men 
will be at 9 a.m. on Sat-
urday, Oct. 6, in the so-
cial hall. 

It’s the perfect time to plant for 
a fall harvest.  A spot in 

 the Community Garden has 
opened up.  If interested, call  
George Hohmann at 304-419-

1916 or email him at 
g.hohmann48@gmail.com 
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Kroger Community Rewards is one of First Church’s most important fundrais-

ing programs, generating thousands of dollars each year.  To participate, all you have to do 
is register, shop at Kroger and swipe your Kroger Plus Card.  The program doesn’t cost 
you a cent and the church earns a rebate on your purchases.  To register call Kroger at 1-
800-853-3033. A customer service representative will request your Kroger Plus Card num-
ber and verify your address and phone number.  You also will need to give the reward 
number for First Church: 82943.  You can also register online at:  
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow. 

 

PEACE LOVE AND BOOKS – JULY 2018 by Teresa Matheny 

Detained and Deported: Stories of Immigrant Families Under Fire  
by Margaret Regan  
 
An intimate look at the people ensnared by the US detention and deportation sys-
tem, the largest in the world 
 

On a bright Phoenix morning, Elena Santiago opened her door to find her house sur-
rounded by a platoon of federal immigration agents. Her children screamed as the offi-
cers handcuffed her and drove her away. Within hours, she was deported to the rough 
border town of Nogales, Sonora, with nothing but the clothes on her back. Her two-
year-old daughter and fifteen-year-old son, both American citizens, were taken by the 
state of Arizona and consigned to foster care. Their mother’s only offense: living un-
documented in the United States. 
 

Immigrants like Elena, who’ve lived in the United States for years, are being detained 
and deported at unprecedented rates. Thousands languish in detention centers—often 
torn from their families—for months or even years. Deportees are returned to violent Central American nations 
or unceremoniously dropped off in dangerous Mexican border towns. Despite the dangers of the desert cross-
ing, many immigrants will slip across the border again, stopping at nothing to get home to their children. 
 

Drawing on years of reporting in the Arizona-Mexico borderlands, journalist Margaret Regan tells their poign-
ant stories. Inside the massive Eloy Detention Center, a for-profit private prison in Arizona, she meets detainee 
Yolanda Fontes, a mother separated from her three small children. In a Nogales soup kitchen, deportee Gus-
tavo Sanchez, a young father who’d lived in Phoenix since the age of eight, agonizes about the risks of the 
journey back. 
 

Regan demonstrates how increasingly draconian detention and deportation policies have broadened police 
powers, while enriching a private prison industry whose profits are derived from human suffering. She also 
documents the rise of resistance, profiling activists and young immigrant “Dreamers” who are fighting for the 
rights of the undocumented. 
 

Compelling and heart-wrenching, Detained and Deported offers a rare glimpse into the lives of people en-
snared in America’s immigration dragnet. 
 

I chose this book for its timely topic.—Teresa Matheny 
 

NURTURING FOR COMMUNITY 



07 Carol Good 21 Ginger Triplett 

09 Jim Snyder, Corene Mundy 22 Roy Fultineer 

12 Toni Brown 23 Gary Anderson 

14 Robert Deitz, Sandy Horton 27 Peggy Kourey, Barbara Warwick 
Jaime Snyder 

15 Andrew Byrd, Bill Nehr 30 Page Deardorff 

18 Pattie Helmick 31 Emma Jean Thomas 

Anniversaries 

17 Danny & Jeanne Murphy 
Robert & Chandra Massey 

30 Pat & Cheryl Holbrook 

19 Tom & June Bumgarner   

Special Upcoming Events To Mark on Your Calendar 

Friday, July 6—Your Faith In Color at 6:30 p.m. in Social Hall 
Friday, July 13—Life Line Screening in Social Hall starting at 8:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, July 18—Backyard VBS at 5:30 p.m. 
Friday, July 20-21—Community Scrapbooking begins Friday at 4:00 p.m. and continues on Saturday at 
10:00 a.m. 
Friday, July 20—Your Faith In Color at 6:30 p.m. in Social Hall 
Saturday, July 21—Yard Sale on the church parking lot 8-2 p.m. 
Saturday, August 11—Furniture Distribution and Pickup for Heart and Hand 
Saturday, August 18—Church-wide Picnic at Little Creek Park, Shelter 12 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
September 7-9—UMM’s Retreat and Circuit Rider at Jackson’s Mill. 
 

Suggested articles, questions, comments regarding the newsletter should be directed to Barbara Brown at 304-

542-6197 or via email at cbpnuts@aol.com.   

Birthdays 

July Celebrations 


