
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  
 
We are well into the new year even though we can’t tell where or if spring be-
gan. Most of our resolutions are as busted as our NCAA basketball brack-
ets.  Statistics show that the top two changes Americans wanted to make, in 
2017, were to improve their overall health and improve their overall lives. This 
year is probably the same. 
 
It’s well known that outdoor recreation lends itself to both physical and mental 
health benefits. In fact, the two are so linked that improving one directly im-
proves the other. I would also propose that recreation for re-creation is not a 
tongue twister but rather a way to bring God closer in our lives. 
 
Allowing ourselves time to play during the upcoming season tones us and puts 
us in better shape, mentally as well as physically. It also allows God to re-create 
us spiritually and put in us a new sense of purpose and direction. Everyone 
needs to do this from time to time, even your pastor. With that being said, 
Kathy and I will be away for two weeks during May to celebrate our twenty 
five years of marriage and visit the wilds of Alaska. While I am away Rev. 
David Biondi will be tending the flock and leading your worship. Please give 
him your prayers and support. 
 
As you attend to your own plans and activities for the summer, please know that 
my prayers are with you. May all of you generate a new energy and purpose 
that God may be leading you into. Also remember to continue your prayers and 
financial support for First United Methodist, South Charleston. Ministry does 
not stop, it just changes faces and intensity. May God continue to bless each of 
you and our church. 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Pastor Paul 

Rambling Thoughts of a Pastor by Pastor Paul 
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An 
orientation/

planning 
meeting for 
anyone who 
is interested 

in 
participating 

in a 
fellowship 
group will 
be held on 
Tuesday 

evening, 

May 22 at 

7:00 p.m. in 
the Church 

Parlor.   

Fellowship Group Gatherings to Begin by David Biondi 

pating in such formal 
gatherings; for there is 
great benefit in meeting 
together in smaller 
group settings for things 
like the mutual sharing 
of prayer concerns and 
the lifting up of personal 
joys and/or difficulties, 
as well as to provide 
support and encourage-
ment and the sharing of 
ideas and insights so as 
to help one another in 
one's Christian walk -- 
along with other things.  
(Beyond that, the devel-
opment of many strong, 
lasting relationships and 
friendships among the 
participants in such 
groups is a wonderful 
added benefit.) 
 

These words of exhorta-
tion which were initially 
directed to individuals in 
the early, formative days 
of the Christian Church, 
express the need and 
importance of Christ's 
followers to meet to-
gether in order to de-
velop a sense of commu-
nity and to provide a 
means of support and 
encouragement for one 
another.  Certainly this 
is why we come together 
for worship and fellow-
ship in (what might be 
described as) "formal" 
church programs and 
activities.  But the need 
that Christians have for 
fellowship and commu-
nity in their lives goes 
beyond simply partici-

In the near future, we are 
going to be organizing 
small fellowship groups 
and gatherings here at 
First Church.  An orien-
tation/planning meeting 
for anyone who is inter-
ested in participating in a 
fellowship group will be 
held on Tuesday eve-
ning, May 22 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Church Par-
lor.   
 
If you have any ques-
tions or would like fur-
ther information, please 
contact Dave Biondi at 
304-542-5754.  

L I F E  @ 1 S T  C H U R C H  

"Let us consider how we might motivate each other to share 
love and do good works, not neglecting to meet together, ...but 
encouraging one another." -- Epistle to the Hebrews 10:24-25.  

The United Methodist Men are planning a work day around the church on Saturday, 
May 5, starting at 9:00 a.m.   The day will begin with breakfast in the social hall, fol-
lowed by projects identified by church leaders.  Indoor and outdoor activities are 
scheduled, so please come and help, rain or shine. 
 
Participants should wear old clothes and comfortable shoes and bring gloves and 
hand tools.  UMM invite women to participate in this work day. 

Work Party and You Are Invited by Mike Warwick 



May Prayer by David Biondi 
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Dear Lord Jesus, as we move 

into the month of May 2018, 

we find ourselves in the 

midst of the season of the 

Christian Year known as 

Eastertide.  In this holy sea-

son, we are reminded of how 

you, following your Resur-

rection, walked among your 

followers for 40 days prior to 

your ascension into heaven 

to be reunited with God the 

Father.  We can only imag-

ine how, in those 40 days, 

your followers must have 

been so deeply moved and 

inspired by your resurrected 

presence -- a presence which 

served to grant them an un-

deniable assurance of the 

great Good News that sin 

and death have been de-

feated for any and all who 

would but place their faith 

in you. 
 

Help us, we pray, to be an 

"Easter People" like your 

first followers -- a people 

ever-conscious of your 

abiding presence who are 

willing and able to commit 

ourselves to your mission 

and ministry of serving oth-

ers and spreading goodness, 

kindness and the message 

of redemption wherever we 

may find ourselves.  And 

later on this month, with the 

coming of the season of 

Pentecost, we pray that you 

will pour out your  Holy 

Spirit upon each of us and 

upon our congregation so 

that we too may experience 

renewal and empowerment 

as was the case in the days 

when your Holy Church 

was first born. 
 

Thank you, Jesus, for your 

most gracious gift of salva-

tion, and for the privilege 

and opportunity we have to 

experience and to share 

your redeeming presence, 

power and love with those 

around us.  This we pray in 

your most holy and pre-

cious name.  Amen. 

for UMCOR and $191.00 

for Human Relations Day.  

Thanks to everyone who 

has made timely giving a 

priority. Let’s continue to 

support our church during 

the upcoming warmer 

weather / vacation season.  

The number of families 

that are giving through 

weekly or monthly transfer 

of funds from banks or 

investment institutions is 

increasing and can usually 

be done at no cost.  Please 

contact the church office if 

you are interested in this 

method of giving.   

During the first quarter of 

2018, budget income was 

$76,585.62.  Budget ex-

penses were $72,533.14, a 

difference of $4,052.44.  

We were able to pay 30% 

of our apportionments to 

the Conference, consistent 

with our goal of paying 

10% each month for the 

first 10 months.  Addition-

ally, we collected $914.00 

2018 Revenue and Expense Update By Mike Warwick 
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United Methodist 

Women have two 

circles for you to 

join.   Both meet 

on the second 

Monday of the 

month— one at 

11:00 a.m. and the 

other at 7:00 p.m.     

If you are not a 

member of a 

group, please 

consider sitting in 

on a few meetings 

to get an idea of 

what we do.  We 

look forward to 

seeing you at the 

next meeting on 

Monday, May 

14th. 

UM Women Work to Follow 2018 Social Action Priorities 

 

with Neonatal Absti-
nence Syndrome 
(NAS), etc) is shared 
with state agencies and 
organizations to estab-
lish priorities for deal-
ing with child and ado-
lescent needs.  
The 2nd quarter is 
devoted to addiction.  
Our priority is provid-
ing Soothe and Glow 
toys to CAMC Women 
and Children’s Hospi-
tal for babies born of 
drug-addicted mothers.  
NAS is a group of con-
ditions caused when a 
baby withdraws from 
certain drugs he/she 
was exposed to in the 
womb before birth.  
The musical toys 
soothe babies and pro-
vide some comfort to 
them as they go 
through withdrawal.   
On April 20, we deliv-
ered 40 toys to the hos-
pital and will continue 
to raise funds to pur-
chase more toys 
through the end of 
June.  We hope that 
everyone at First 

As United Methodist 
Women we endeavor 
to follow the vision of 
“turning faith and love 
into action on behalf of 
women, children and 
youth around the 
world.”  Part of that 
vision is setting social 
action priorities each 
year.  In 2018 those 
priorities are Hunger, 
Addiction, and Mater-
nal Health.  The UMW 
of First Church have 
established a quarterly 
calendar to address 
these social action pri-
orities.  
In the 1st quarter of 
2018 we offered sup-
port to WV Kids Count 
(which is a UMW Dis-
trict initiative) with a 
donation and invitation 
to speak at our June 
Annual Spring Lunch-
eon.  WV Kids Count 
is an organization that 
collects data about the 
well being of children 
in our state.  This data 
(obesity, teen preg-
nancy, poverty, hunger, 
smoking, babies born 

Church will prayerfully 
consider a donation to 
United Methodist 
Women to meet this 
important mission. 
At the Spring Midland 

South District meeting 

held April 21 at Cross 

Lanes United Method-

ist Church, our United 

Methodist Women unit 

was awarded the West 

Virginia Conference 

Completion of Level 

Three Local Unit Goals 

for 2017.   Level Three 

is the highest designa-

tion.  Congratulations 

to all the UMW who 

work diligently 

throughout the year. 
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On April 20, UMW 

delivered 40 toys to 

the hospital and will 

continue to raise 

funds to purchase 

more toys through the 

end of June.  

By Jeri Whitten 



Wands for Wildlife by Kathy Parsons 
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One day while looking for 
something on the internet, 
I came across an article 
about the reuse of mascara 
wands.   
 
A group called Appala-
chian Wildlife Refuge is a 
501 (c)(3) nonprofit or-
ganization in Western 
North Carolina that coor-
dinates needs of wildlife 
rehabilitation.  This group 
provides care for injured 
and orphaned wildlife and 
they use mascara wands to 
remove fly eggs and larva 
from the fur of wild ani-
mals. The wands work 
great because the bristles 
are close together.   
 

I hope to send in some 
wands and would like to 
ask ladies (and men if they 
use them - ha) in the 
church to donate  
wands.  Wash wands in 

soapy water to remove 

residual mascara. Any-
body who would like to 
donate a wand or two or 
more can give these to me 
and I will forward them to 
the organization.  I love 
animals and believe this is 
a small way of helping. 
 
To learn more: 

www.appalachianwild.org 

The prices are: 
Leaf-$200.00 
4x5.5 Stone is $500.00 
5 x 7 Stone is $750.00 
 
All money raised from the 
sale of leaves and family 
stones, after engraving 
costs, will go to student 
scholarships.  Our hope is 
that for many years we will 
be able to grant a scholar-
ship to every graduating 

high school senior who is a 
member of First Methodist. 
 
If you are interested in purchas-
ing a Leaf or a Stone, please 
email memorial-
tree77@gmail.com or contact 
Don Ryan. 
 
Thanks,  
Joyce French,  
Chairman of the Trustees 

I wanted to make sure eve-
ryone that is still interested 
in purchasing a leaf or 
stone for the Memorial 
Tree knows that at the last 
Trustees meeting, we de-
cided to keep the price of 
the stones and leaves for 
the Memorial Tree the 
same for at least six 
months.  At that time, we 
will look to see if the 
prices need to be raised.  

Memorial Tree Update by Joyce French 
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were asked to fill out the 
survey in January. A 
total of 21 surveys were 
returned. 
George Hohmann pre-
sented an analysis of the 
survey results during the 
men’s meeting on April 
7. 
The men are working to 
align their projects and 
programs with the inter-
ests revealed by the sur-
vey. 
The survey has already 
had results: David Neff 

Respondents to a sur-
vey of First Church 
men revealed a lot of 
interest in serving as a 
church usher or 
greeter, teaching, pub-
lic speaking and 
(perhaps not surpris-
ing): Food preparation. 
The survey also re-
vealed that lots of First 
Church men have 
handyman equipment 
and enjoy history and 
gardening. 
A total of 100 men 

is calling everyone 
who responded to in-
vite them to men’s 
events and activities. 
Also, the tool library is 
being re-launched (see 
separate story). Sub-

mitted by George Hoh-

mann 

L I F E  @ 1 S T  C H U R C H  

UM Men Re-launch Tool Library by George Hohmann 

UM Men Furniture Distribution and Pick up  
We have scheduled two dates for furniture distribution and pick up for 
Heart and Hand.  Those dates are Saturday, June 16th and Saturday, Au-

gust 11th.  If you can assist with this activity, we invite both men and 
women to help. Please contact Mike Warwick at (304) 744-3697. Submit-
ted by Mike Warwick 

UM Men’s Survey Reveals Talents, Equipment, Hobbies 

Need a stepladder, a 
tree pruner, a power 
washer or a chain 
saw?  
The next time you need 
a piece of equipment, 
consider this: Men of 
the church may have 
what you need and be 

willing to loan it to you. 
A January survey of 
men revealed that many 
have hand tools and 
power tools — as well 
as camping gear and 
sports equipment. 
If you have a need for 
these types of items, call 

George Hohmann at 
304 419-1916 or 
email him at 
g.hohmann48@gmail
.com and he will try 
to match needs with 
resources.  

United Methodist 

Men  meet 

monthly on the 

first Saturday of 

each month at 

9:00 a.m. in the 

Social Hall.   They 

enjoy doing fund 

raisers, work 

projects, and 

partnering with 

Heart and Hand.  

They are always 

looking for a few 

good men to join 

them.  Their 

mission is to help 

men grow in 

Christ, so others 

may know Christ.  

Next meeting is 

Saturday, May 5th. 



Men’s Ministry Specialist to Speak at This Year’s Retreat by George Hohmann 
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A certified men’s ministry spe-
cialist will be the keynote 
speaker at the 2018 West Vir-
ginia United Methodist Men’s 
Retreat and Circuit Rider Sept. 
7-9 at Jackson’s Mill. 
The Rev. Mark Lubbock of 
Baton Rouge, La., will speak 
at several events at the retreat, 
announced Don Davis, presi-
dent of the West Virginia men. 
Lubbock is a local pastor in 
the Louisiana Conference. He 
formerly served as pastor of 
three congregations. 

As a certified 
men’s ministry 
specialist he 
now helps 
churches in 
the conference 
establish ef-
fective minis-
tries to and 
with men 

through Louisiana Men of Christ, 
an organization he founded. 
Before becoming a pastor he 
served as president of a local unit 

of UM Men and is current sec-
retary of the District UM 
Men.  
He has led Man in the Mirror, 
Promise Keepers, Men at the 
Cross, Kairos Prison Ministry, 
and Men Mentoring Men 
events. The self-starter served 
as chief executive officer and 
president of a technology com-
pany since 1987; the organiza-
tion is now called Louisiana 
Data Systems.   

Some gardeners took a lunch 
break by visiting First 
Church’s Spring Fling Vendor 
Fair in the social hall. 
A reminder to gardeners: Wa-
ter bills can be paid by sending 

a check to: First United Methodist 
Church, 905 Glendale Ave., South 
Charleston, WV 25303. Be sure to 
write “Community Garden Water” 
in the memo line. The deadline is 
June 1.  

The Community Gardeners 
enjoyed perfect weather on 
April 14 as they tilled their 
plots, mended fence and 
prepared for the 2018 grow-
ing season. 

Gardeners Enjoy Perfect Spring Work Day Weather by George Hohmann 

1) The King family did a lot of fence mending during the Community Garden work day, April 14. 2) 
Jenny Schenck (left) and Holly Biondi fire up two tillers. 3) David Biondi coaxes a big old tiller to 
life.  
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HELP WANTED 

We are still in search of a group of 8 to 12 people 

to HOST  
our Breaking Bread Community Dinners for  

the months of May and June! 
 

 

What better way to hone your leadership and cooking 

skills than by serving others!  

 
 

If you are interested, please contact Dawn Wells  

 dawnlwells@hotmail.com or call (304) 415-3268  

 

 
“They broke bread in their homes and ate together  

with glad and sincere HEARTS”     
Acts 2: 46 

 

 



DIVAS to Start New Bible Study on John 
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The DIVAS will begin a 

new study on Sunday, 

May 6th.  It is a six-week, 

DVD study from Adam 

Hamilton.  If you would 

like to join us, please con-

tact Peggy King or Bar-

bara Brown.  We always 

enjoy Adam Hamilton and 

think you will too.  

The Gospel of John is the 

most deeply spiritual of 

the four gospels. This writ-

ing is filled with rich im-

ages and profound truths, 

but John notes that his aim 

in writing the gospel is 

that readers will not only 

believe in Jesus Christ, but 

that they “may have life in 

his name.”   

 

Adults, youth, and chil-

dren alike can experience a 

season of spiritual growth 

and life-changing renewal 

in Adam Hamilton’s six-

week, DVD-series, John: 

The Gospel of 

Light and Life. 

You’ll follow the 

life, ministry, 

death, and resur-

rection of Jesus 

through the Gospel 

of John and under-

stand the context of 

some of the best-

known verses in 

the New Testa-

ment. 

When you’re asked to do something you would normally say no to, pray about what God 
wants you to do, and then obey. 

Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were  working for the Lord rather than 

for people.  Remember that the Lord will give you an inheritance as your reward, and 

that the Master you are serving is Christ.  Colossians 3:23-24 

etÇwÉÅ Tvà Éy ^|ÇwÇxááetÇwÉÅ Tvà Éy ^|ÇwÇxááetÇwÉÅ Tvà Éy ^|ÇwÇxááetÇwÉÅ Tvà Éy ^|ÇwÇxáá    
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From "The One Year Daily Acts of Kindness Devotional" by Julie Fisk, Kendra Roehl and Kristin 

Demery. 

The DIVAS are starting a walking group that will meet at the South 
Charleston Public Library on pretty days at 6:00 p.m. They will then stroll 
through the downtown South Charleston neighborhood.  We would love for 
you to join us when you can.  Men and Women!!  Get Fit and Gain Friends.  
For more information or questions, please contact Peggy King at (304) 395-

0724.   

On Sunday, May 13th after church services we will have a brief reception welcoming our 
college students back for the summer.  We will have some cake and punch.  We hope that 
you will be able to stop by and shake their hands or give them a hug to let them know we 
have missed them. Kendyl will be home on Sunday, May 13th and leaving for Italy on 

Thursday, May 17th.  She will be gone until June 24.  She would love to see everyone before 

she leaves for Italy.  Hope you will join us even if it is only for a few minutes. 

 



 

2018 Celebration of Mission Event 
As Pastor Paul mentioned on Sunday, April 22nd as part of the 2018 Celebration of Mis-
sion Event, our deadline for contribution is Sunday, May 6.  The three missions our dis-
trict is  assigned are The House of the Carpenter, Upshur Parish House and Volun-

teers in Mission.  If you decide to purchase items, please make sure the items are at 
FUMC by Sunday, May 6 at 11:00 a.m.  If you wish to give a financial contribution, 
please indicate C.O.M.E. on the giving envelope. 
 
Thank you for your support.  Celebration of the One Who Calls Us to Mission. 
 
The House of the Carpenter: 
 School Supplies—folders, crayons, pencils and pens 
 Underwear—Underwear or bras of all sizes 
 Cooking Items—Plastic measuring cups and spoons, paring knives, plastic cutting 
 boards, dish towels. 
 Backpack items– Snack crackers, pudding cups, and snack bars 
 
Upshur Parish House: 

 General Needs: Work teams, volunteers, groups to cook and provide community 
 meals 
 Layettes: Sleepers, diapers, diaper bags, receiving blankets, sweater sets, hats, 
 hooded bath wipes, powder, baby oil, bottles and nipples 
 Kid’s stuff—Baby car seats and beds 
 Personal Care and Household Items: Personal hygiene supplies, cleaning supplies, 
 food and school supplies 
 
Volunteers In Mission: 

 Become a Partner in Ministry Church 
 Hold a fundraising event for VIM at your church 
 Participate in leading or joining a VIM team in the WV Conference 
 Circulate VIM promotional materials 
 Make a cash contribution for VIM support 
 Observe VIM Awareness Day in your church each February 
 
For more information visit:   
 

https://www.wvumc.org/change-the-world/special-ministries/celebration-

of-mission-event-booklet/ 



01 Janice Snyder 11 Caryle Snyder 

02 Becky Lilly, Peggy King 12 Daisy Thomas 

03 Janina Syms 17 Jeanne Murphy, Noah Workman 

04 Cheryl Holbrook 21 Harold Swisher 

06 Ella Hamilton 23 Suzanne Simmons, Hal Wright II 

07 Barbara Brown 24 Jerry Asbury 

09 Ralph Burchett, Cyndi Anderson 27 Betty Childress 

10 Nick Workman   

    
Anniversaries 

07 Barney and Becky Lilly 25 Larry and Ann Kennedy 
Robert and Teresa Matheny 

11 Bruce and Ruth Conrad 29 Paul and Carolyn Smith 

22 Larry and Becky Workman   

    

Special Upcoming Events To Mark on Your Calendar 

Saturday, May 5—Work Party at the church indoor and outdoor activities.  Men and Women welcome 
Breakfast beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday, May 6—DEADLINE for 2018 Celebration of Mission Event (C.O.M.E.) 
Sunday, May 13—Welcome Back College Students reception after church 
Monday, May 14—Anna King Circle to meet at N. Altman’s at 11:00 a.m. 
Monday, May 14—Mary Jane VanCamp Circle to meet in Parlor at 7:00 p.m. 
Friday, May 18—Breaking Bread Community Dinner 5:00—6:30 p.m. 
Sunday, May 20—Pentecost—wear your red. 
Tuesday, May 22—Small Groups Planning Meeting 7:00 p.m. in Parlor 
Saturday, June 2—UM Men meet in Social Hall 
Thursday, June 7 – Sunday, June 10—Annual Conference 
Wednesday, June 13—Backyard VBS at 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday, June 16—Furniture Distribution and Pickup for Heart and Hand 
Saturday, June 16—UM Women Spring Meeting and Lunch 
Friday, June 22—Breaking Bread Community Dinner 5:00—6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 18—Backyard VBS at 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday, August 11—Furniture Distribution and Pickup for Heart and Hand 
September 7-9—UMM’s Retreat and Circuit Rider at Jackson’s Mill. 
 

Suggested articles, questions, comments regarding the newsletter should be directed to Barbara Brown at 304-

542-6197 or via email at cbpnuts@aol.com.   

Birthdays 

  May Celebrations 


