
Greetings Church Family, 
 

 

As I write this message, it is snowing, Holy Week starts in a few days 
and I need to think in the future since you will not get this for a while. It 
can be confusing! So as I invite you to celebrate Easter with First United 
Methodist, I do so with the realization that Easter is an extended season 
for us. 
 

Easter for Christians is not just one day, but rather a 50-day period. The 
season of Easter, or Eastertide, begins at sunset on the eve of Easter and 
ends on Pentecost, the day we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and 
the birth of the Church (see Acts 2). 
 

Easter is also more than just an extended celebration of the resurrection 
of Jesus. In the early church, Lent was a season for new converts to 
learn about the faith and prepare for baptism on Easter Sunday. The ini-
tial purpose of the 50-day Easter season was to continue the faith forma-
tion of new Christians. 
 

Today, this extended season gives us time to rejoice and experience what 
it means when we say Christ is risen. It’s the season when we remember 
our baptisms and how through this sacrament we are, according to the 
liturgy, “incorporated into Christ’s mighty acts of salvation.” As “Easter 
people,” we also celebrate and ponder the birth of the Church and gifts 
of the Spirit (Pentecost), and how we are to live as faithful disciples of 
Christ. 
 
See you in church. 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
 
Pastor Paul 
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Rambling Thoughts of a Pastor by Pastor Paul 

On Easter Sunday our church will be participating in 
the community Sunrise Service at Sunset Memorial 
Gardens, April 1st at 6:30 a.m. The service will be 
held at the Mausoleum and chairs will be placed in 
front of the Mausoleum.  As you enter the cemetery, 
you will be directed to parking.  Pastor Paul will be 
preaching a short sermon at this service and breakfast 
will follow at First Baptist Church in South Charleston. 
We will also have an Easter Service at First Church at 

11:00 am. 



 
Easter isn’t just a single day in the Christian Year. It’s a season of 50 days, starting with celebration 
of the resurrection of Jesus celebrated on Easter 1, and concluding with the celebration of the out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit that catalyzed the birth of the church on Pentecost (the 50th day!). 

The seasons of the Christian Year were created by the early church to support its underlying mission 
of making disciples of Jesus Christ who is transforming the world. During Lent the church forms 
persons in the habits, the core behaviors, of discipleship. During Easter, the church forms people in 
the key doctrines of the faith and prepares persons to claim the gifts of the Spirit for their ministry as 
Christ’s disciples and apostles to the world. Put another way, if the 40 days of Lent are Rehab, the 
50 days of Easter are boot camp preparing persons to live out the gifts and ministries the Spirit has 
birthed in them in the name of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The first three readings from Acts in Year B are drawn from the same story of two apostles (John 
and Peter) who bring healing to a person born with a serious disability and thereby delivering him 
from a life doomed to being a beggar, all in the name of Jesus. Healing is at the core of the ministry 
of Jesus, then and now. Our first Easter series, “In the Name of Jesus” explores the core dynamics of 
testimony, faith, and God’s saving power made available to all in his name.  

   

In the Name of Jesus... 

Week 1: April 8  Testimony...To the Resurrection              Acts 4:32-35 

Week 2: April 15  Faith...That Makes Us Strong                  Acts 3:12-19 

Week 3: April 22  Salvation Comes                                        Acts 4:5-12 

 

And in the Power of the Holy Spirit 

Week 1: April 29  We Join the Outsiders...                           Acts 8:26-40 

Week 2: May 6  The Outsiders Join Us...                               Acts 10:44-48 

Week 3: May 13  Leaders Are Raised Up                            Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

Week 4: May 20  Pentecost: Proclaim Jubilee!                   Acts 2:1-21 
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Oil Painting Class by Larry Wolfe 

April Church Prayer by David Biondi 

Most loving and gracious God, with the coming of April, we find our-
selves at the beginning of the Easter Season -- a season in which we 
celebrate the glorious Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ in his victory over sin and death.  May we be ever-mindful that 
this wondrous gift of our redemption did not come without cost, for it 
came at the tremendous price of your Son's precious blood. Help us, 
therefore, to appreciate fully the profound magnitude of what Easter 
means for our lives and for our faith relationship; and forgive us, O 
God, for those all-too-frequent times whenever we would fail to feel 
and express a heartfelt sense of gratitude and thanksgiving for all that 
Christ endured in our behalf.  May this Easter Season kindle a spiri-
tual reawakening within us so that we may walk all the more closely 
with you in the days ahead and be willing to avail ourselves more 
fully for the sake of your Kingdom.  This we pray in Jesus' 
name.  Amen. 

Peggy King works on a 
still life painting in the so-
cial hall on March 17 dur-
ing Larry Wolfe’s Learn to 
Paint in Oil class. Al-
though the class ended in 
March, class members are 
planning future get-
togethers.  
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Community Garden Update by George Hohmann 

UM Men Notes by George Hohmann 

Enjoying a potluck lunch during their 2018 organizing meeting were First Church Community Garden-
ers, clockwise from bottom left: Patty Gundrum, Caryle Snyder, Amelia Keller, Sallie Daugherty, 
Lorrie Mottesheard, Malissa Hohmann, Ed King, Peggy King, Jenny Schenck and Holly Biondi. 

Community Gardeners schedule work day 

 

First Church Community Gardeners will have a Spring work day from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
April 14. In the event of inclement weather, the work day will be April 21. 
  

The gardeners enjoyed a potluck lunch during their 2018 organizing meeting, which was 
held in the social hall on March 18 after the Sunday Worship Service. 
  

Nine families or individuals are planning on participating this year. All 20 plots in the gar-
den were assigned during the organizing 
meeting. The gardeners agreed to pay $30 
per plot this year to defray the cost of water. 
  

The gardeners want to establish a memorial 
in the garden in memory of Rick Johnston. 
 

Facebook page has been established by the 
gardeners. To find it go to Facebook and 
type fb.me/FirstChurchgardeners in the 
search box.  

 

 

UM Men to discuss survey results 

 

A recent survey of the men of the church will be discussed when the United Methodist 
Men meet at 9 a.m. on Saturday, April 7, in the social hall. 
 

Refreshments will be served. 
 

Also at the meeting, the men will set a Spring work day around the church. 
 

The six flood buckets assembled by the men were delivered to the West Virginia Confer-
ence’s New Vision Depot in Beaver, W.Va., on Feb. 24. 
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We are partnering with Montrose  Ele-

mentary to broaden our outreach efforts.  
Kim Barnard has contacted  Julie Hedge, 
Principal of Montrose Elementary, to see 
where we can help.   
 

♦ They will be holding a Carnival on 
Thursday evening, April 26 and ask for vol-
unteers to serve food or staff a booth.   
 

♦ They would like volunteers to read to a class.  We could purchase a book, read to a 
class and then donate the book to their library. 

 

♦ They will be painting the playground (we think once school is let out) and will 
need volunteers. 

 

If you can help or would like to learn more about these items, please contact Kim 

Barnard at (304)  539-3044. 

 
 
 
The DIVAS are starting a walking group that will meet at the 
South Charleston Public Library on pretty days at 6:00 p.m. 
They will then stroll through the downtown South Charleston 
neighborhood.  Would love for you to join us when you can.  
Get Fit and Gain Friends.  For more information or questions, 
please contact Peggy King at (304) 395-0724. 

DIVAS Corner 

 

    

etÇwÉÅ Tvà Éy ^|ÇwÇxááetÇwÉÅ Tvà Éy ^|ÇwÇxááetÇwÉÅ Tvà Éy ^|ÇwÇxááetÇwÉÅ Tvà Éy ^|ÇwÇxáá    
Smile and say hello to others you pass as you go about your day.  You never know 
what a kind word will do to change someone’s day. 
 

From "The One Year Daily Acts of Kindness Devotional" by Julie Fisk, Kendra Roehl and Kris-

tin Demery. 



2018 Community Dinner Schedule 
 

April 27—Church Council 
May 18  -  Open—Still looking for volunteers 
June 22  -  Open—Still looking for volunteers 

 
We are looking for volunteers to host the May and June Community Dinners.  
We are throwing out a challenge that if the men will host the May 18th in 
honor of Mother’s Day the women of the church will host it on June 22nd in 
honor of  Father’s Day. 
 

You don’t need to be a member of any group to participate just let Dawn 
Wells, Kim Barnard or Barbara Brown know that you want to participate.  

VS. 
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Painted Rock Class by Barbara Brown 

What garden wouldn’t be brighter with a few painted river rocks?  I just love the vibrant col-
ors and the sweet message on the back.   
 

Join us as we hold a class on how to paint garden rocks.  We will hold a class on Saturday, 
April 28th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  We will break for a light lunch while we let our 
paint dry. 
 

If you are interested, I can give you a document that goes over the steps and may give you 
some ideas on patterns and colors.  Difficulty will range from the EASY pattern to more 

complex mandala.  You decide which level you want to tackle. 
 

Our goal is to have enough rocks, paint, brushes for all to create at least one river rock mas-
terpiece!  If you want to do the class, please contact Barbara Brown at (304) 542-6197. 
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The Dressmaker of Khair Khana: Five Sisters, One Remarkable 

Family, and the Woman Who Risked Everything to Keep Them 

Safe  
by Gayle Tzemach Lemmon  

The life Kamila Sidiqi had known changed overnight when the Taliban 

seized control of the city of Kabul. After receiving a teaching degree 

during the civil war—a rare achievement for any Afghan woman—

Kamila was subsequently banned from school and confined to her 

home. When her father and brother were forced to flee the city, 

Kamila became the sole breadwinner for her five siblings. Armed only 

with grit and determination, she picked up a needle and thread and 

created a thriving business of her own. 

 

The Dressmaker of Khair Khana tells the incredible true story of this 

unlikely entrepreneur who mobilized her community under the Tali-

ban. Former ABC News reporter Gayle Tzemach Lemmon spent 

years on the ground reporting Kamila's story, and the result is an un-

usually intimate and unsanitized look at the daily lives of women in 

Afghanistan. These women are not victims; they are the glue that 

holds families together; they are the backbone and the heart of their 

nation. 

 

Afghanistan's future remains uncertain as debates over withdrawal 

timelines dominate the news. The Dressmaker of Khair Khana moves 

beyond the headlines to transport you to an Afghanistan you have 

never seen before. This is a story of war, but it is also a story of sister-

hood and resilience in the face of despair. Kamila Sidiqi's journey will 

inspire you, but it will also change the way you think about one of the 

most important political and humanitarian issues of our time.  

This book is available on the United Methodist Women Reading Pro-

gram Book cart located in the church library.  This is an EDUCATION 

FOR MISSION 2014 

Peace, Love and Books by Teresa Matheny 
United Methodist Women Reading Program 



Get the word out on upcoming events.   

Do you have an event you want to advertise on our church website, southcharlestonfirstumc.org? 
Send your information and a picture, drawing, cartoon, etc. to Barbara Brown at cbpnuts@aol.com  
We can post information on the Home page and Event page.  Just let us know what you would like 
to highlight and we will make it happen. 
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Eight members of the West Virginia Conference’s Communications Team accompanied 
the Rev. Deborah Lynn Coble, the conference’s director of communications, to the 
United Methodist Association of Communicators’ annual meeting March 7-9 in Phila-
delphia, Pa. Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball was on hand to announce that Coble was named 
the association’s “Communicator of the Year.” JF Lacaria, the conference’s executive 
director for disaster recovery, was also on hand for the ceremony. The team received 
several honors. From left: Judy Dillner Pysell, Jonathan Nettles, Deborah Lynn Coble, 
JF Lacaria, Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball, Chris Ferguson, Joe Webb, George Hohmann, 
Kerry Bart, Dusty Merrill and Brad Bennett.  

Are Your Kroger Purchases Helping First Church? 
Kroger Community Rewards is one of First Church’s most important fundraising programs, gen-
erating thousands of dollars each year. To participate, all you have to do is register once a year, 
shop at Kroger and swipe your Kroger Plus Card. The program doesn’t cost you a cent and the 
church earns a rebate on your purchases. To register call Kroger at 1-800-853-3033. A customer 
service representative will request your Kroger Plus Card number and verify your address and 
phone number. You also will need to give the reward number for First Church: 82943. You also 
can register online at: www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow  
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Birthdays 

01 William Bare 18 Harry Warwick 

02 Jean Young 23 Barney Lilly, Hope Altman 

06 Kendyl Bostic, Greg Whitten 24 Barbara Reveal, Michael McCarty 

08 Don Barnard, Jo Ann Walker 25 Eleanor McClung, Sandy Warwick 

09 Nancy Altman, Michael Cidor 27 Diana Jones, Rachel Bostic 

10 Betty Hurd, Linda Nehr 29 Diane Wood 

14 Michael Deardorff   

Anniversaries 

04 George Russell and Jane Duffy 25 Art and Nancy Altman 

08 Greg and Megan Young 30 Paul and Kathy Helmick 

19 Charley and Barbara Brown   

Special Upcoming Events To Remember 

 
Sunday, April 1 6:30 a.m.—Easter Sunrise Service at Sunset Memorial Garden 
Friday, April 6 4:00 p.m. and Saturday, April 7 at 10:00 a.m.—Community Scrapbooking 
Friday, April 6 6:30 p.m.—Your Faith In Color 
Saturday, April 7 9:00 a.m.—United Methodist Men meet in the Social Hall 
Saturday, April 14 9:00 to 1:00 p.m.  UMW Vendor Sale 
Saturday, April 14 10:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m. Community Garden Work Day 
Sunday, April 15 12:15 p.m.—Church Council 
Saturday, April 21 10:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m. Community Garden Work Day (bad weather backup date) 
Thursday, April 26 evening Montrose Elementary Carnival  
Friday, April 27 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. Community Dinner—Church Council Host 
Saturday, April 28 10—2:00 p.m. Rock Painting Class in Social Hall 
 
 

Suggested articles, questions, comments regarding the newsletter should be directed to Barbara Brown at 304-

542-6197 or via email at cbpnuts@aol.com.   

April Celebrations 

Listen to sermons and read bulletins, newsletters on First Church’s website 
Did you miss a sermon? Need to check something in the Sunday Worship Bulletin or monthly 
newsletter? Want to know what Pastor Paul will be preaching about in upcoming services?  
You can find the answer to these questions and more on the church’s website! Go to  

southcharlestonfirstumc.org. Click on “Worship Series” to learn about the current Wor-

ship Series. Click on “Sermons” to find the message you want to hear. Click on “About Us” to read 
bulletins and newsletters. Click on “Events” or “Calendar” to find out what is happening at First 
Church.  Stay Connected! 


