
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  
 

Caught up in the season of turkey and dressing and looking ahead to a new year be-
ginning, it occurred to me that the greatest thing we need in our lives, this and every 
season, is to know that God the Father is with us. This surely is the message of 
Christmas and thus the message of our faith. I love the way one writer put it: 
 

“What begins in the stable ends in our salvation. That’s why we celebrate Christ-

mas, and it’s the best and only reason the human heart needs” (Charles J. Chaput). 
 

Jesus is with us! This is what our children really need to know. Jesus is not only the 
Babe of Bethlehem, but He is also the Son who was born to live for our righteous-
ness, and to die for our sins. Christ is the missing piece to life. Without Him our 
lives are incomplete. With Him our lives, even in their most complex or disappoint-
ing parts, make sense. 
 

Jesus is with us! This is what our middle and high school youth and college-age 
young people need to know. In the middle of their trials, identity issues, betrayals by 
friends, struggles to find their way in the world, and dreams for a great future, the 
Babe of Bethlehem, now the enthroned Christ of all Creation, is with them. His sal-
vation gives hope to them and to you. This is the message of hope to single people, 
and single-again people, and young marrieds, and families with children and fami-
lies without children, empty-nesters and young retired folks and senior saints. Even 
ministers need this message. The light we long for is the Light we have been given. 
To receive Him is to be warmed by that Light and shown a new way through the tri-
als and sorrows and even joys that we have on our journey. 
 

Our journey as a church continues. And we are thankful to be on that journey with 
you. We thank God for you. We commend you to your true first Pastor, even the 
Shepherd of our souls, the dear Savior, Jesus Christ. This Christmas we want to 
again bow before Him with you, happy and confident that in Him all things turn out 
for our good and His glory. 
 

“I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have 

the light of life.” 
 

This is our gift. This is our Christmas. This is our 
hope for every New Year. 
 
 

Yours Warmly in the Gospel, 
 
Pastor Paul 

Rambling Thoughts of a Pastor by Pastor Paul 
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In the United States, Christmastime and thoughts of home just go together. 
“I’ll be Home for Christmas,” and “There’s No Place Like Home for the Holi-
days,” are two of the most popular holiday songs, year after year. Christmas 
movies and television shows regularly feature stories of people going to their 
family home or extended family home over the holidays. Among the rituals we 
create for this darkest time of the year in the Northern hemisphere, perhaps 
the majority of them are associated with either going home or doing special 
things at home-- whether lighting candles and having a time of family prayer 
during Advent, or decorating a Christmas tree, or caroling through a neighbor-
hood, or hosting festive “open house” parties for friends, neighbors, and col-
leagues. It’s all about home. 
 
Advent and Christmas Season are about another kind of homecoming, the 
homecoming of Christ to redeem and renew us, this earth, and all creation till 
“heaven and nature sing” with joy eternally. The Scriptures the church uses for 
Advent focus first on the final fulfillment, and later on the beginning of that ful-
fillment in Jesus. As they seek God’s joyous desire, they also make plain just 
how far from it we have been and challenge us with just how far we have to 
go, ourselves, to begin to live into it. 
 
This year’s Advent and Christmas Season series embraces the secular sea-
sonal metaphor of homecoming to wrap the challenging biblical texts this sea-
son gives us. Each week’s service will invite us to “unwrap” something that 
leads us toward making our hearts, our lives, our families, our communities, 
and our world more like the home Christ’s ultimate homecoming will make it to 
be. And each week, we also suggest an afternoon or evening gathering for the 
whole church to experience a seasonal tradition together. 



Texts, Scriptures, and Weekly Invitations 
 

Advent 1 — Come Down Home » 

December 3, 2017 

Scripture: Isaiah 64:1-9 

Invitation: Long for Christ’s Return 

Activity: St. Nicholas Day 
 
Advent 2 — Home Is Where We Meet » 

December 10, 2017 

Scripture: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

Invitation: Attend to the Intersections (Loving-kindness/faithfulness, Righteousness/peace) 
Activity: Ugly Sweater Day and Christmas Parties 
 
Advent 3 — Joy Is Our True Home » 

December 17, 2017 

Scripture: I Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Invitation: Rejoice in God’s Homecomings 

Activity: Christmas Cantata and Caroling 
 
Advent 4 — God Makes This World a Home » 

December 24, 2017 (morning) 

Scripture: Luke 1: 46-55 

Invitation: Turn with courage because Christ makes this world God’s home 

Activity: Las Posadas—Las Posadas is a wonderful 400+ year old Advent celebration in many Latin countries. For 9 days, 

from December 16th-24th, the faithful prepare for Christmas by acting out and reliving the days Mary and Joseph experienced as 
they journeyed to Bethlehem, as written in the Gospels. More to come on how we will celebrate Las Posadas at FUMC. 
 
Christmas Eve — A Manger for the World » 

December 24, 2017 (evening 6:30 p.m.) 

Scripture: Luke 2:1-7 (8-20) 
Invitation: Become a manger for Jesus 
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Christmas Cantata 
Join us on Sunday, December 17th as our choir performs their Christmas 
Cantata.     

Brunch With Santa 
Please join us on Sunday, December 10th for a FREE pancake Brunch 
with Santa after church services.  Each child that attends will have an op-
portunity to sit on Santa's lap, tell him what they want for Christmas and 
get their picture taken with Santa.  There is no need for a reservation - all 
are welcome (including those big adult kids)! 

Caroling 
Let’s go caroling around our neighborhood!  Join us as we set off to spread 
holiday cheer on Sunday, December 17th.  Meet at the church at 4:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Services 
December 24th we will have our regular services at 11:00 a.m. and then 
our Christmas Eve Services at 6:30 p.m. 

Longest Night: A Service of Remembrance and Hope 
Thursday, December 21st , 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., LaBelle Theatre in 
South Charleston 
 

While the holiday season is filled with cheer for many, for those who are 
struggling or grieving, it can be one of the most difficult times of the year. 
We invite you to join us for a special community worship service to re-
member loved ones lost to addiction and other causes. The service will in-
clude a time of remembrance and naming loved ones we've lost. If you are 
hurting this Christmas season, this service is for you. 
 

A reception will immediately follow the service in the foyer of the theater 
with finger foods and desserts. 
 

Hosted by the United Methodist Churches of South Charleston - First Church 
UMC (http://southcharlestonfirstumc.org/) and St. Paul UMC (http://
stpaulsouthcharleston.com/)  

Don’t miss these holiday events! 

Christmas Tree Decorating 
Decorating the Sanctuary will be on Friday, December 1, 2017 at 5:30 P.M. Calling all able bod-
ied gentlemen and all others who are willing to help. 



December Prayer by David Biondi 
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Almighty and eternal God, 
with the coming of the 
month of December, we 
have reached the culmina-
tion of the year and find 
ourselves in the midst of 
what is generally referred 
to as the holiday season -- 
or, for followers of Jesus 
Christ, as Christmas 
time.  It is, indeed, a most 
wonderful time of the year 
in which the sights, sounds 
and activities associated 
with it fill people's hearts 
with a special sense of 
happiness and joy -- or, at 
least, that is what one 
might hope.  Sadly, 
though, the hectic pace 

that so very often comes 
with our modern-day ob-
servance of Christmas 
winds up leaving people 
tired and stressed out -- 
that the primary focus 
gets shifted away from 
the "Reason" for the sea-
son to all that needs to be 
accomplished and what 
all needs to be done be-
fore the big day ar-
rives.  Consequently, 
Christmas for all too 
many people -- Christians 
included -- is like a tick-
ing alarm clock getting 
ready to ring rather than a 
celebration of the Lord's 
birth.  Forgive us, O God, 

when we lose sight of 
what Christmas is sup-
posed to be about.  Help 
us to place our worship 
and adoration of the 
Christ Child at the pinna-
cle of our holiday festivi-
ties, that this Christmas 
we would truly celebrate 
Emmanuel -- God with 
us.  In Christ's holy name 
we pray.  Amen.  

Pictorial Directory Corrections 
If you have a correction for the pictorial directory, email it to Sue Warden 
at wardensue80@yahoo.com.  
Corrections will be printed in the church newsletter. Please note:  
 
·  Karen Johnston’s email address is all lower case and there is no dot between the first and 

last name. It is: karenjohnston@suddenlink.net.  
·  Sandy Horton’s date of birth is 7/14 and her cellphone number is 304-767-2487.  
·  Becky Lilly’s email address is:  blilly3006@yahoo.com 
· Warden’s address is Carmen Drive 
·  Ana Young, 2913 Pence Street, S. Chas, WV 25303 (304) 741-1805 
 
Please make these changes in your directory for future reference! 
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In January I plan to start a class for adults and youth.  I love to teach 
because that means I get to paint with others.  I have taught before, 
demonstrated, painted Plein Air, shown at Tamarack and Marshall, 
and had four paintings in Best of West Virginia Exhibitions.  I love oil 
painting.  I feel I can express myself better with oils. Artist Colors are 
not paints like house paint, or automotive paint. Oil Colours as the 
British say, are pigments suspended in vegetable oils.  They do not 
dry by the evaporation of petroleum distillates, thus they are much 
safer than paint.  Thinners can be used for special effects but I do not 
use them for cleaning brushes.  I use a bar of Fels-Naptha soap that I 
have had for several years.  It will probably be around for several 
more.  I am a recycler and a firm believer in not wasting anything, so 
I will give you lots of ways to save money yet paint better.  For Ex-
ample only 5 colors (yes five) and white and no black!!!!.  Also oil 
colors are easy to clean up and if I feel like painting in a dress shirt 
for a demonstration I will.  Acrylic and dress 
shirts are a disaster.  
 

If you are interested in the class, please let me 
know  by  phone 304-989-2439 or by email 
lwol63@frontier.com.   

Oil Painting Class by Larry Wolfe 
 

Help keep 
First Church  
secure  
 

If you are the 
last person to 
leave an event 
at the church, 
please be sure to 
check all doors 
— not just the 
one you exit — 
to make sure 
they are locked. 
Also, please 
turn out the 
lights! Thank 
you. —  
The Trustees  

Listen to sermons and read bulletins, 
newsletters on First Church’s website 

Did you miss a sermon? Need to check something in the Sun-
day Worship Bulletin or monthly newsletter?  
You can listen to sermons and read bulletins and newsletters 
on the church’s website! Go to southcharlestonfirstumc.org. 
Click on “Sermons” to find the message you want to hear. 
Click on “About Us” to read bulletins and newsletters. Stay 
Connected! 
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Several people asked for the Theresa Sandwich recipe following George Hohmann’s Oct. 15 message on 

hospitality. Here it is:  
 

Ingredients: 

1 Fresh egg 

1/2 cup Italian peppers in sauce (Example:  Oliverio’s in sauce Olvero, available at Krogers in sweet, me-

dium hot or hot) 

1 slice bologna 

2 slices thick-cut Italian-style bread 
 

Directions: 

Heat the peppers in a small saucepan. 
 

Fry an egg hard in a skillet, then set aside on a plate.  Using the same skillet, fry the bologna.  While the bo-

logna is frying, toast the bread.  When the bologna begins to bubble in the middle, cut it almost in half so it 

will continue to cook lying flat in the skillet. 
 

Assemble the sandwich: put the fried bologna on a slice of toast., put the fried egg on next, followed by the 

peppers and sauce, topped by the second slice of toast.  Enjoy while hot. 

—With thanks to the late Theresa Polis McLinden of Fairmont, WV 

Theresa Sandwich Recipe by George Hohmann 

Clip and Save 

Social Media Invite 

Pastor Paul has challenged each of us to take a 
picture using our Christmas Banner and post to 
our personal Facebook  page inviting our friends 
and family to join us for the Advent Season.  You 
can move the banner anywhere in the church to 
snap your selfie or group picture.  Take up the 
challenge and snap your picture today! 
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United Methodist Women Notes: 
 

On  Tuesday, December 5, the Mary Jane Van Camp circle will meet at Angela’s 
on the River at 6:00 p.m. for their Christmas dinner.  Please bring one boy/girl un-
wrapped toy and a wrapped $20 gift for exchange. 
 

On Monday, December 11, the Anna King circle will meet at 11:00 at Karen 
Johnston's home for a covered dish lunch, with Karen providing the entree. Please 
meet at the church at 10:30 a.m. to carpool to Karen’s home.  
 

The United Methodist Women are selling fresh pecans and red brooms at $10 
each for your holiday and clean up needs.  Funds go to the UMW's special pro-
jects.  Check with the Church Office, Donna Haynes, or a member to make a pur-
chase.  Thank you.  

2018 Community Dinner Schedule 
 

We are thrilled that the church has decided to continue the Community Dinners 
into 2018! We have selected the following dates and are looking for groups to 
volunteer to be hosts.  If your group is interested in a date, please notify Dawn 
Wells, Kim Barnard or Barbara Brown. This is a much needed Outreach Ministry, 
which allows us to get to know others within our community—our friends and 
neighbors! 

 
 

January 26—DIVAS 
February 23 
March 23 
April 27 
May 18 

United Methodist Men to breakfast with Santa 
 

The United Methodist Men will meet at 9 a.m. Dec. 2 at the Dunbar United 
Methodist Church for a pancake breakfast with Santa and friends. 
 

The menu will include pancakes with syrup, sausage, juice, milk, and coffee. 
The cost is $5 for adults and $3 for children ages 4-12. Children 3 and under 
eat free. Proceeds benefit Heart  + Hand Christmas food baskets. 
 

The breakfast is sponsored by the South Charleston Lions Club and the Dun-
bar United Methodist Women.  
 

If you need a ride from First Church to Dunbar, call George Hohmann at 304 
419-1916. 

Not a member of a group (UMM or UWM, etc.)? 

Don’t let that stop you from participating.  A group 

can be anyone that bands together with others  for 

the cause, i.e. the thirtysomethings, dog lovers vs. 

cat lovers, WVU vs. Marshall, or a group of cook-

ing fanatics (aka chefs boy are we).  
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Christmas Food Baskets 2017 by Teresa Matheny 
We will be preparing 60 food baskets 
for Heart and Hand this year. Dead-
line for food contributions is Sunday, 
Dec 3rd. We will be picking up food 
items on Thursday, Dec 14th (see 
Joyce French for details 304-744-
8608).  We will be packing  baskets 
on Friday, Dec 15th beginning at 5:30 
p.m. in the social hall.  We will be 
distributing the baskets on Saturday, 
Dec 16th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

in the social hall.  We always welcome volunteers for all parts of this 
mission.  If there are any questions, call Teresa Matheny at 304-744-
1903. 

One day, Jesus was speaking to a group of people and He said to 
them, “I was hungry, and you gave me nothing to eat.”  They asked 
Him. “When did we do that?” He answered them, “If you did not do it 
for others, you did not do it for me.” (Matthew 25:42-45)  Thank you 
for sharing with those in need. 

CUT LIST OUT AND 

TAKE WITH YOU 

WHEN YOU SHOP 

 

Applesauce – 15 oz. can 

Cake Mix 

Cereal (breakfast) 

Cookies 

Corn Muffins 

Crackers 

Flour 5lb 

Frosting 

Fruit Juice – 46 oz. (like 

Juicy Juice) 

Hamburger Helper 

Hot Chocolate Mix 

Jell-O – 6 oz. 

Jelly – 32 oz. 

Ketchup – 36 oz. 

Mayonnaise – 32 oz. 

Mustard – 20 oz. 

Peanut Butter  

Pinto Beans – 2lb 

Pudding – 1.5 to 2.1 oz. 

Soup (canned) – 2 large 

or 4 small 

Spaghetti Pasta – 2# 

Spaghetti Sauce – 26 oz. 

Sugar 

Tuna (canned) – 2 cans 

Vegetable Oil  

 

Heart + Hand Hike for Hunger  
2017 Update  

It’s all about the numbers! 
 
    $6,807 money raised in 2017 
    $1,079 money raised by FUMC in 2017 
         121 people participating in walk 
           25 dogs 
            1 pig 
          11 corporate sponsors 
          14  prize sponsors 
            3 food/drink sponsors 
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King Peggy: An American Secretary, Her Royal Destiny, and the Inspir-
ing Story of How She Changed an African Village  
by Peggielene Bartels, Eleanor Herman  
 

The charming real-life fairy tale of an American secretary who discovers she 
has been chosen king of an impoverished fishing village on the west coast of 
Africa. King Peggy has the sweetness and quirkiness of The No. 1 Ladies' 
Detective Agency series and the hopeful sense of possibility of Half the Sky. 
 

King Peggy chronicles the astonishing journey of an American secretary who 
suddenly finds herself king to a town of 7,000 souls on Ghana's central coast, 
half a world away. Upon arriving for her crowning ceremony in beautiful 
Otuam, she discovers the dire reality: there's no running water, no doctor, 
and no high school, and many of the village elders are stealing the town's 
funds. To make matters worse, her uncle (the late king) sits in a morgue 
awaiting a proper funeral in the royal palace, which is in ruins. The longer 
she waits to bury him, the more she risks incurring the wrath of her ances-
tors. Peggy's first two years as king of Otuam unfold in a way that is stranger 
than fiction. In the end, a deeply traditional African town has been uplifted 
by the ambitions of its headstrong, decidedly modern female king. And in 
changing Otuam, Peggy is herself transformed, from an ordinary secretary to 
the heart and hope of her community.  
 

This book is on my reading list and I can’t wait to get started!  
 

This is a Leadership Development book. 
This book is available on the United Methodist Women Reading Cart located 
in the church library. 

3 REASONS TO INVITE SOMEONE TO CHURCH 
 

1. Christmas spirit already has people doing things they wouldn’t normally do. 
2. By nature, people are curious. 
3. Many are in desperate need of good news and great joy. 
 

Whether someone comes to church out of curiosity, a willingness to try some-
thing new, or desperate for a Savior, it could be your invitation that leads some-
one to meet Jesus! At the very least, you’ll provide that person with a much 
needed break from all the small talk and Christmas movies.  

To help you invite friends, family and neighbors, we have pre-printed postcards.  
You simply have to address and hand to them or mail.  Get your cards from the 
church office. 

The hope we give away on Christmas is sure to outlast the gifts, the cookies and 
the lights on the tree. 

Peace, Love and Books by Teresa Matheny 
United Methodist Women Reading Program 

Postcards are avail-
able to mail or give 
to family, friends, co
-workers, or 
neighbors. Pick up  
some at the church 
office. 



Birthdays 

01 Kathy Parsons 15 Myrna Baumgartel 

03 William Goldsmith 18 Roger Wright 

05 Nancy Harter, Bruce Smoyer 19 Holly Murphy 

12 Sarah Abbott 29 Jeremy Coleman, Robert Alan Deitz, Kay Grimes, 
Megan Young 

13 Robert Massey 31 Emily Racer 

14 Patricia Abbott, Zach Ryan   

06 Paul Helmick 20 Kathryn Holloran 

08 Joe Mayes, Donna Stewart 21 Catherine Bostic 

09 Betty Brooks 23 Arlene Booten 

10 Clark Haynes 27 Brock and Braelynn Massey 

Anniversaries 

15 Bill and Barbara Buckalew 26 David and Holly Biondi 

23 Don and Kim Barnard   

Special Upcoming Events To Remember 

Sunday, December 3—Deadline for food contributions for the Food Baskets 
Friday/Saturday, December 8 & 9—Community Scrapbooking (Friday 5:00 p.m./Saturday 9:00 a.m.) 
Sunday, December 10—Breakfast with Santa after church services in social hall. 
Thursday, December 14—Joyce French shopping for Food Baskets 
Friday, December 15—Packing the Food Baskets at 5:30 p.m. in Social Hall 
Friday, December 15—Your Faith In Color 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, December 16—Delivery of Food Baskets 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Social Hall 
Sunday, December 17—Choir cantata 
Monday, December 18—Eagle Scout Court of Honor for Gary Anderson 
Thursday, December 21—The Longest Night: A Service of Remembrance and Hope at the LaBelle Thea-
tre at 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 24—Service at 11:00 a.m. and Christmas Eve Service at 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday, December 31—New Years Eve Party in church social hall. 
 
 

Suggested articles, questions, comments regarding the newsletter should be directed to Barbara Brown at 304-

542-6197 or via email at cbpnuts@aol.com.   

  December Celebrations 


