
Summertime can get to be a little too laid back for me. The heat and the summer suspen-
sions of programs and activities can cause one to complain of being a little bored. I suppose 
that some can even say that if the church is not careful. I share with you the following ques-
tions that you might ask yourself next time you think you are bored with church. 
 1. Do you know the way(s) you might best connect with God? I suspect that many of 

us don’t know how to personally connect with God. Is it through prayer, reading Scrip-
ture, writing, drawing, singing, sharing with a small group, being in solitude, hiking at 
daybreak, acts of serving others, etc., etc.? We change up the worship service occasion-
ally to help us reach all different kinds of learning styles. And if you’re not experiencing 
something that will help you connect to God, LET US KNOW what that might be! 
We’ll try to work that into our worship or programming! 

 2. What are you bringing with you to church? Perhaps your boredom is due to what-
ever baggage you’re bringing with you into “the church.” As your pastor, I am keenly 
aware that every person in the room is in a different place. Some are having the best 
days of their lives, some are in deep mourning. Some trust the church, while others have 
deep wounds and/or scars from the damage the church has caused… the list could go 
on. I find that the times boredom kicks in, is when my heart and mind are somewhere 
else. Is the life that is happening outside the sanctuary something that you’re praying 
about inside of the church – or is it something that is preying on you and keeping you 
from being present? 

 3. Is Sunday morning worship your sole form of sustenance? Please, please, please, 
quit making the Sunday service your sole form of sustenance! Believe me, I love having 
you in worship! But I encourage you to also: Attend a Bible Study. Volunteer at Heart 
and Hand. Join a small group in the church. Volunteer in a local school.  Take a Volun-
teer Mission trip. What we do on Sunday as “the church” is about half (at best) of what 
we need to be about as a Christians. At its origin, the Church was a place where people 

deeply engaged with one another’s stories, shared life and food, prayed, and invited 

new people to be a part of the journey. Our worship service on Sunday morning is 
not everything! To get everything, you need to diversify your investments and examine 
what it is you expect Sunday to be. 

 

Remember this Sunday School song?: “I am the church, you are the church, we are the 

church together.” Guess what? If you’re bored with the church, and you’re a part of the 
church… well I don’t think I need to finish that sentence, do I? 
As we start the See All The People Movement this 
coming month, be active in listening and then Share, 
Connect, Serve, and Grow on your faith journey! 
 

Grace and peace, 
 

Pastor Paul 

Rambling Thoughts of a Pastor by Pastor Paul 
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"The Role of Small 

Groups in John Wesley's 

Understanding of 

Salvation" on Friday-

Saturday, October 27-

28 at the John XXXIII 

Retreat Center in 

Charleston.  

Event begins at 

9:00 a.m. on  

Saturday,  

September 16. 

The Spiritual Formation Task Force  

Church History by Peggy Kourey 

Beth Moore Simulcast 
Ladies, join us for a live 
simulcast with popular 
Bible teacher Beth Moore 
and worship leader 
Travis Cottrell on Satur-

day, September 16! 

Summer holidays will be 
over, the kids will be 
back at school, and an 
encouraging day of 
teaching and fellowship 
will help you prepare for 
the busy season ahead. 
Take a day for yourself, 
or with friends, to refuel! 

Beth’s mission is to 

guide women every-

where into a richer, 

more fulfilling relation-

ship with the Father. 

Why? Because the Word 

of God is real, it’s alive, 

and it works every day. 

This could be an incredi-

ble "Girls Day Out" 

...you can make some 

wonderful memories 

with coworkers and 

friends, or maybe invite 

that friend who does not 

want to go to a "church 

service" and come en-

joy this fun-filled, in-

spiring, and uplifting 

time exploring God's 

Word with relevant life 

applications. 

Tickets are $20 and can 

be purchased at 

fumcsc.eventbrite.com. 

Light lunch will be pro-

vided.  Hope to see you 

there! 

rooms could be used 

for public school pur-

poses.  Repairs would 

be done by Mr. Young, 

who is a carpenter for 

the Board of Education 

of Loudon District.  

Did you know First 

Church was used as a 

public school?  On 

September 4th, 1929,  

repairs to Sunday 

School rooms were 

voted on so that the 

Rent for the rooms 

would be set at $75. 

per month. 

John Wesley's Under-

standing of Salvation" 

on Friday-Saturday, 

October 27-28 at 

the John XXXIII Re-

treat Center in 

Charleston. Tim Al-

len will be the retreat 

leader.  Other addi-

tional information will 

be forthcoming. Please 

see Dave Biondi if you 

have any questions.   

Mark your calen-

dars:  The Spiritual 

Formation Task Force 

of the Annual Confer-

ence will be presenting 

a retreat on "The Role 

of Small Groups in 
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August Prayer by David Biondi 
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Most gracious and loving 

God, here in this month of 

August we find ourselves 

right in the middle of sum-

mertime.  The weather is 

sunny and hot, and the 

plants and crops of your 

wondrous Creation are 

rapidly growing and soon 

will be reaching their frui-

tion.  Help us, O God, to 

see your hand in the midst 

of the beauty of this earth 

and how you so lovingly 

provide care and suste-

nance for all living crea-

tures through the good-

ness of nature.  And help 

us to be good stewards of 

your Creation, that we 

would each do our part in 

a conscientious attempt to 

support and enhance the 

natural order rather than 

to misuse and exploit 

it.  Remind us that this is 

the only world that we 

have, and that, therefore, 

its maintenance and up-

keep is something for 

which we are all directly 

responsible.  Stir within us 

a sense of 

gratitude for 

the beauty 

and bounty 

of Creation, 

to the end 

that all of na-

ture would 

speak to our 

hearts as to what a good, 

gracious, generous and 

wondrous God you are.  In 

your precious and holy 

name we pray.  Amen.  

1. Please note this 
change in location. 
Signs will be posted in 
the park to guide you 
to Area 1, which has a 
newly constructed 
shelter, level parking, 
and no steps. 

First Church’s United 
Methodist Men will 
sponsor the annual 
church-wide picnic on 
Aug. 26 at Little 

Creek Park. The pic-
nic will be from 11 

a.m. to 2 p.m. at Area 

Please join us for an 
afternoon of food, fun 
and fellowship. 

page 5). 
By the middle of August, 
the summer will be 
winding down, and there 
will be a Midland South 
Youth Event on Satur-
day, August 12th from 5 
to 7 pm (a pool party at 
Cross Lanes pool). We 
will then resume our 

regular schedule with 
our first official meeting 
of the year on the next 
day, Sunday, August 
13th starting at 5:30 pm. 
We are asking our par-
ents to join us so that 
we can fill out the Ven-
turing forms. 

In July the Youth did a 
lot of community out-
reach at Heart and 
Hand. We helped with 
cleaning and sorting 
around the store on 
Tuesday, July 18.  We 
are planning on having 
another work day on 
July 24 (see picture on 

Youth News by Noah Lepp 

Church Picnic on 8/26 at Little Creek Park, Area 1 

Youth Lending 

Helping Hand 

to Heart and 

Hand! 
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College Care Packages 

Challenge 
Can you find he 16 books 
of the Bible hidden in the 
paragraph below?? 
 
I once made a remark 
about the hidden books of 
the Bible (merely by a 
fluke). It kept people 
looking so hard for the 
facts and for others it was 
a revelation. Some were 
in a jam, especially since 
the name of the books 

were not capitalized, but 
the truth finally struck 
home to numbers of 
readers. To others it was 
a real job. We want it to 
be a most fascinating 
few moments for you. 
Yes, there will be some 
really easy ones to spot. 
Others may require 
judges to help them. I 
will quickly admit it 
usually takes a minister 

to find one of them, and 
there will be loud lam-
entations when it is 
found. A little lady says 
she brews a cup of tea 
so she can concentrate 
better. See how well 
you can compete. Relax 
now. There really are 
sixteen names of books 
in this story. 

Suggested Items: 

Single Serve Soups, 
Mac-N-Cheese, oat-
meal 
Stainless Steel water 
bottle 
Snacks - pretzels/chips/
Doritos/microwave 
popcorn 
Toys 
Gift Cards - Starbucks, 
McDonalds, Target, 
Walmart 
Diffusers 
Laundry pods 
Dryer Sheets 
Hand cream 
Gum/mints 
Cough drops 
Sore throat drops 
Lip balm 

Razor blades 
Shaving cream 
Shampoo 
Sunscreen 
Socks 
Gloves 
Scarves 
Hats 
Homemade baked 
goods 
Seasonal items - candy 

pumpkins, candy corn 

 

College students—

Emily Barnard, Kendyl 

Bostic, Gary Anderson,  

Spencer Fultineer and 

Molly Mottesheard.  

 

Help us show our 

love to our young 

people who are 

away at college by 

donating items for 

care packages.   

We will be mailing 

5 care packages (3 

girls and 2 boys). 

So, if you would 

like to buy items 

and drop them off 

at the church parlor 

we will plan on 

mailing them mid 

September. 
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Volunteers 

are welcome 

Monday 

through Sat-

urday from 

9:00 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m. 

Breaking Bread First One 8/25 

   Heart & Hand Need Help  
Calling all volunteers.  

Heart and Hand has 

been blessed with dona-

tions and now they are 

in need of individuals to 

come and help sort 

clothes.   Jenny Keener 

is the Donation and Vol-

unteer Coordinator and 

can be reached at 304-

342-0029 (office) and 

304-989-7609 (cell).  

Volunteers are welcome 

Monday through Satur-

day from 9:00 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m. 

Vicki stated that on 

Monday, July 24th they 

had 23 volunteers from a 

District Youth Event—

First UMC, Dunbar 

UMC and Forrest 

Burdette UMC.  They 

were a special surprise 

and a blessing after two 

days of bag sales had 

left the store in a mess. 

(Group pictured below) 

that sound good? The 

DIVAS are sponsoring 

the first one.  We 

hope that you will join 

us on August 25th.  

We hope that the sur-

rounding community 

will join us.  This is a 

Our first community 

dinner will be on Fri-

day, August 25th 

starting at 5:00 p.m.  

Menu will be spaghetti, 

salad, bread and 

brownies.  Doesn’t 

wonderful opportunity 

for us to open our 

hearts, open our minds 

and open our doors.  

Want to help, contact 

Dawn Wells, Barbara 

Brown or Kim Barnard. 
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Second Annual  

Rick Johnston  

Memorial Bike Ride 
 

On Saturday, July 22 a group from FUMC gath-
ered together at Hockhocking Adena Bikeway to 
ride the trail in memory of their good friend Rick 
Johnston.  A sweet tribute to a man who touch 
many of our lives with his kindness and giving na-
ture.  As Peggy King said, “We miss you Rick.  
You were the best biker.” 
Pictured:  Peggy Kourey, Peggy King, Jenny 
Schenk, George Russell, Ed King and Jim Snyder. 

Join us Sunday, July 30th as the “Millers” from Win-
chester, Virginia bring a message of song in true South-
ern Gospel tradition.  Service starts at 10:00 a.m.  The 
YOUTH group will be doing a hot dog lunch after the 
service. Please come and join us. 



Here are just a few pictures from Sarah and John Ratliff’s baby shower.  We had a wonderful turnout, tons of 
food, beautiful cake, fun baby bingo and a tremendous outpouring of gifts to welcome baby Addison to our 
church family.  I even think the men had a great time!  Now we just have to wait until September to see how cute 
Addison will be in her precious outfits and hair bows! 



Birthdays 

 1 June Bumgarner 14 Emma Crouch , John Swain, III 

 2 Nancy Wolfe 16 Christina Byrd 

 3 Karen Saunders 17 Nathan Altman 

 7 Ed King 18 Donna Haynes, Tim Brown, Teresa 
Matheny, Ken Bostic 

 9 Angela Young 20 Harold Wright, J. D. Pauley 

10 Emily Barnard, Elisha Holleron 27 William Craver 

11 Sue Warden 28 George Russell 

12 Christopher Byrd 31 Barbara Good 

Anniversaries 
 1 Gary and Barbara Good 11 Brent and Tanya Kesner 

 5 Tim and Toni Brown 12 John and Lorrie Mottesheard 

 9 Andrew and Hope Altman 24 Zeke and Sara Hampton 

10 Michael and Kim Deardorff   

  August Celebrations 

Special Upcoming Events To Remember 

Wednesday, August 8—Worship Team to meet at 6:30 p.m. in Parlor 
Sunday, August 13—Church Council to meet after Worship in Social Hall 
Sunday, August 13—Youth will begin meeting again at 5:30 p.m. (Parents please come to 
first meeting to complete Venturing forms) 
Wednesday, August 23—WOW starts back up at 5:30 p.m. 
Friday, August 25—Breaking Bread Community Dinner 5:00—6:30 p.m. (DIVAS) 
Saturday, August 26—Church-wide Picnic at Little Creek Park (page 3) 
September 8-10—United Methodist Men’s Annual Gathering at Jackson’s Mill  
Saturday, September 16—Beth Moore Simulcast, buy tickets at fumcsc.eventbrite.com 
Friday, September 22—Life Line Screening 

Friday, September 29—Breaking Bread Community Dinner 5:00—6:30 p.m. (Choir/
Youth) 
Friday, October 27—Breaking Bread Community Dinner 5:00—6:30 p.m. (UMM) 
Friday, November 17—Breaking Bread Community Dinner 5:00—6:30 p.m. (UMW) 
 

 
 

Suggested articles, questions, comments regarding the newsletter should be directed to Barbara Brown at 304-

542-6197 or via email at cbpnuts@aol.com.   


